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Time has come for computer registration system

By Denise Clifton
Emerald Associate Editor

College lite 1s often labeled as too
stressful. Some  students  stay  up  all
night desperately cramming tor md
terms or frantically writing a paper

Others jugele homework with jobs

and a social life until they end up at the
health center with mono or strep throat
I'his i1s all considered part ol lifee by
most students

But at the University

term papers and all

vou can torget
about homework
nighters: the most stressful part of the
term is before 1t even starts registra
tion

It's a hectic. tedious and nerve-wrack

INgE process Most Liniversity tudents
have horror  stories ot hour spent
sprinting ACTOS MeArthur (.ourt
through crowds just to stand in line tor

ind end up at the bottom of
list for a

half an hour
required
I'hey

an endless waiting

class oflered only once a vea
about trving to e
leftovers' alter

need are

complain
their schedule from the
four out of five classes they
( ilr\l'li

And after thev've completed the stress
of registering. students have to run the
gauntlet of people pushing pamphlets
outside Mac Court

Many students simply give up on get
ting their classes during the registration

process. Instead, they get the classes
they can and try to t'(rm[)le-h' their
schedules through the add/drop pro
cess

Last week. more than 18,000 Univer-
sity students grew gray hairs and devel
oped ulcers scrambling through this

process ol arenag soheduh o triti
as have a generation I stuclent bl
e

Administrators

compater-a

But 1s this necessary !

have been talking about

isted registration svstem at the Univer

sity since 1967, as indicated by an Ore
gon Datly Emerald article from February
28, 1967 which promised computerized
by tall term. 1968

the Oregon State Svs

ordered  all

registration

More recently
tem of
stale
tration svstems between 1985 and

Higher Education
schools not o I.JIII!.ill' theiwr regis
1UHH

st the state board could search for a

combined  computerized  registration
and student information svstem for the

entire state system

However, the University and Ch
egon Health Sciences | it 1dy
{ notl have some sort of coanputerized

tral 1 Process

Hecause  past ellorts have tanled to
modernize thi niversity's archai
tem. 1989 marks the 20th vear Oregon’s

wry rescarch institution has regis

teredd students through arena schedul

Although arena scheduling was not
considered out-of-date in the 1960s, oth
er universities already were discovering
how to use computers to make registra
tion more efficient and effective for stu
dents. faculty and administrators

OSU More Advanced

The first computer-assisted registra
tion programs began appearing on col
lege campuses in the late 1960s, and the
third such program in the United States
was .nluph-d at Oregon State University

egistration Blues,

Ddevirlopaed ||-. On-catmpu npites

Drov and i:nll1-1l|r-.| atter pio

} (RRARA IR

wer programs at Purdue University and

Washington  Stats L Tiiaversity ()S1

i ‘Ilr'lll'li its revolutionary system o stu
dents in fall, 19649
o register, students simply  listed

ot al
After the forms were reviewed by
department

Course  reguests  on sCanning
lorms
the

heads received a List of courses demand

computer, deans and

vd by the students. They made all possi
ble adjustments in the number of courss
offerings, and then the computer as
signed schedules. Four days atter turn

ing in their requests, students picked up

thewr completed  schedules  and  paid
thierr tees

I'h mputer-assisted  registration
¥ i 1 til iseqdd at OSUD an addition
to many olther O i state schoo il
wcording to OSUT Kegistrar Busss 1))~
the system only require ibhout
utes of each student tirmm It has alse

been much more efticient thian the
scheduling process OSU used to register

students betore 109649

“This system responds to actual dem

onstrated demand, while in an arena

system, vou're not flexible o add or

subtract classes as needed | hix sand
Also, in an arena system
know exactly how many students want
ed a certain class because they are just
turned away from a table
while we can plan future terms from
past demand
“[The University's) is really a reserva
tions system — when the plane is full
there's no more room.”" he said “"We
like to call ours a railroad svstem where

Vi never

registralion

Turn to Registration, Page 19

Oregon passes
on system used
across Pac-10

—_————— - S— —

By Dan Eisler
Emerald Reporter

\\}II'Il
Portland
Lise Ling
Technology Corp. (SCT) in Febru
ary to provide a student informa
and  computer
system, the firm was the only one
to meet all system requirements
said  Ulniversity Herb
Chereok

I'-\| S il

the 'niversity

Slate

|-|l1:|'-1
Uiniversity in s
and

aystems Coommputer

Hion regastration

Registrar

institulion were very

interested  and  desired o system
that utilized porelational  data
Diise he said, adding that of the
firms that applied ST

ried relational databases
A relational database consists of
data tiles and an in

L_l"\,

two or maore
lile to lList
them
flexibility in

il relations b

LW e provides
data. In
systems, the
data and indices have to be hard

maore
managing
other processes and
coded in a computer language

However, rival software compa
ny Information Associates I
(IA) relational
databases, according to IA's solu
tions manager Pat Coyle, and the
University “‘didn’t even give us a
second look "’

IA is the larger of the two firms

also carries

Turn to Systems, Page 19




