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Personality Profile

Bonds content with off-stage work

Arts a ‘Peace Corps tor the soul,” designer says

By Kelvin Wee
Encore Editor

Her name i1s Alexandra Bonds and though
her work 1s imperative to the theater world, she is
seldom greeted by roaring applause, asked for
autographs or mobbed by fans

For the past 10 vears, Bonds has designed
and built hundreds of costumes for dozens of pro
ductions in Eugene. Although all her work keeps
her behind the scenes. Bonds said she would pre
fer it to stay that way

“I don't clamor for audience applause,’
Bonds said. “'If | wanted that contact with an au
dience, then I might have chosen to act. I'm a de
signer because that's the artistic expression in
theater that appeals to me

Bonds received her undergraduate  degree
from Syracuse University and her graduate de
gree from University of Denver. She worked in
Minnesota for five vears and at the Guthrie Thea
ter in Minneapolis for a year and a half, after
which she moved to Oregon

But Bonds isn’t just an ordinary costume de
signer or builder, as she may claim so modestly

She also is the director of the University
Speech Department’s Theater Arts Area. a profes
sor of the art, the chairwoman of the University
Theater's  Selection Commuittee  and  a world
traveller

The truth is Bonds's obligations keep her on
the go from as early as sunrise until her final pro
ject is done each day, which often can continue
past sunset

“You would think that being a University
professor or being in the theater, | have a lot of
flexibility,”" she said. “'But it’s a nine to tive job
and sometunes it's a nine to 11 job il'-|n-mi|||_\: an
where we are in a production. ™

Within that time, she has to prepare for and
teach two classes, attend faculty meetings. keep
office hours, take care of UT business, as well as
research, design, purchase materials for and
build costumes for shows

The whole artistic process for Bonds begins
at the UT Selection Committee table when sug

gestions tor
plavs arere
cetved
\\ F'I{"

cide what our
plavs are going
to be as much
as a vear in ad
vance, "she
sad I'he
Ill.l\ selection
Illl!l ess 1s a
complicated
aone because
we need to bal
ance the needs
ol the students
with the avail
able resources
Interms ol
thme. money
and labor

“We also want to consider artistic, astheti
possibilities, " she said We like to think about
an obligation we have to the campus and the
community at large in terms ol presenting ditfer
ent kinds of theater, ditferent kinds of works

After several months of meeting. the season
15 selected. But that s not where it ends tog
Bonds: it’s only just begun

As a costume designer, Bonds has to rescarch
the outfits for the play selected, considering the
period and setting of the play, plus other factors
important to developing that winning look

Fe - '
Alexandra Bonds

As such, this leaves her constantly on the
lookout for visual images that will inspire de
signs for costumes she has to produce for the
nllil\.\\

"1 keep my eve out for things that can possi
bly be an inspiration for a design tor a show even
though I am not conscious!ly working on the
play, " she said. “'It's always looking. alwavs see
ing. The designer is always looking for those vis
ual clues to put lnlp{l'l}ll'[ -

And for Bonds, these isiprations can come

Turn to Bonds, Page 28(

BEFORE HITTING
THE BOOKS
GET A CUT
WITH CLASS.

You dont have to go to
the most expensive
haircutter in town to be a
part ol the newest tall
trends  in hairstyles. At
Precision Cuts. we special
ize in culting hair so you
can count on geltting the
look  you want. Work
school or play —We ve qol
your cul

$ every
day

Precision L v7s
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SPECIALISTS IN CUT TG HAIK

2001 Franklin Bivd. Eugene

484-3143

DRINKING AND DRIVING
CAN KILL A FRIENDSHIP

“This is going to be a breeze.’”
e  ° '

back-to-school price.

Great back-to-school prices on PS/25.

Just in ime. You can pick up an IBM Personal System/2* with easy-to-use
software loaded and ready to go. And best of all. you get it at a special low

And that’s not all. When you buy the PS/2” you can get a great low price on
PRODIGY? the exciting new shopping, information and entertainment computer
service. Start this semester up and running with a PS/2 at a low, low price*

Now, special low prices on three models of IBM Proprinters,™ too.

Microcomputer Support Lab
Room 202 Computing Center
M-F 9am-5pm 686-4402

*Microsoft Word and Excel are the Academic Editions This offer is limited 1o qualified students, faculty and stalt who order an 1IBM PS/2 Mocel B530 E 21 B550 031 or B555 061 on or belore October 31 1989 Prces quoled do not
include sales tax. hanang and/or Processing charges Check with your nstitution regarding these charges Oroers are subect 10 avadabdty IBM may withdraw the promobion al any tme without wntten nobce

BM Pursonal System/2 and PS/2 are regstered trademarks. and Propanter and Mo Channed an trademars. of Filenatonal Business Machees Coponton Merosoft
Manager and hDC Windows Color s trademanks of nOC Computer Carponation BO3BESX i & tracemark of intel Corporation PROCIGY & a regrstensd trademark of Prooagy Servces Company, a partnecshp of IBM and Sears £ BM Corp 1989
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PS/2 Model 30 286—IMb
memory, 80286 (10 MHz) pro-
CESSON, (0K 35 i diskette drive
(1.44Mb), 20Mb fixed disk
drive, IBM Mouse, 8513 Color
Dhsplay, DOS 4.0, Microsoft *
Windows/286, Word 5.0

hDC Windows Express.” hIXC
Windows Manager™ and hIXC
Windows Color™ $2.299

PS/2 Model 50 Z—I1Mb mem-
ory, 80286 (10 MHz) processor,

30Mb hixed disk drive, Micro
Channel™ architecture, |BM
Mouse, 8513 Color Display,
0SS 4.0, Microsoft
Windows/286, Word 5.0*
Excel* hDXC Windows Express,
hDC Windows Manager and

hiX, Windows Color $2‘m

PS/2 Model 55 SX—2Mb
memory, B03865X™ (16 MHz)
processor, one 35" diskette drive

(1.44Mb), 60Mb hxed disk drive,

Mouse, 8513 Color “i.-pla}.
DOS 4.0, Microsoft
Windows/386, Wond 5.0*
Excel® hDC Windows Express,
hDC Windows Manager and
hDC Windows Color $3.499

o M romolt Corporation hOC Wndows Espress. hDC Winoows

one 35" diskette drive (1. 44Mb),

Micro Channel architecture, IBM

Back to the Books

Entertainment — Page 27C



