U.S. should join in
on new peace plan

Despite the best efforts of the United States, peace
may one day return to Central Amarica

On Monday. the presidents ol Costa Rica, El Salva
dor, Guatemala. Honduras and Nicaragua reached an
accord that could put an end to the military strife that
engulfs the region. Under the agreement, the 1S
backed Contra rebels in Nicaragua and Honduras will
be disbanded, as will the pro-Sandinista rebels in El
Salvador. Soldiers of both forces will be either relocat

ed or repatriated

I'he agreement is a bright hope, and it should be
one that the United States backs enthosiastically. Of
course, that isn’t what's happening. The peace plan is
held in disdain by the Bush Administration and the
Republican sugar daddies who keep the Contras alive

I'he ofticial word from the White House s that the
administration would prefer to see anv disbanding pul
off until after the Nicaraguan elections next February
st as o see il the Sandinista government will abide by
their promise to hold fair elections

hat concern almost deratled the summit between
the five Central American presidents, until Nicaraguan
leader Daniel Ortega surprisingly assued a list of steps
it would take now to ensure the election process along
with other democratic reforms. These steps include ne
gotiations with the score of opposition parties in Nica-
ragua and an end to military conscription and random

pu||a @ arrests

Ihese steps have satisfied the Central Amenican
leaders, who have more at stake in the region than we
do regarding how Nicaragua behaves, and so they
should satisly the United States
gears up its ballot-stuffing machine, the LS. commit
ment to fair elections sounds hollow and hypocritical
I this country continues its one-nation crusade to dic-
tate how the region polices itself, vou can bet that sup
port for LS. policies will turn to nothing

The Contras also would find it in their best interest
to lay down their arms. So far, thev have not indicated
a willingness to do so, despite the promise of repatri-
ation. The United Nations may have to intervene, but if
the United States were to cut all support, that would
probably be enough to do the Contras in.

As noted in an earlier editorial, all funding should
be cut anyway — attacks by Contra forces last spring
were in violation of the bipartisan Congressional agree-
ment that provided the rebels with this year's humani-
tarian aid package. There has been an outcry from leg-
islators, led by Oregon Rep. Pete DeFazio, and the
Contras may find themselves completely cut off Nov.
30 when the current package expires.

Contra leaders need to show that they are willing
to work with the process and not fight against it if they
are to be taken seriously by the world community.
Support for the new plan would be one such indica-
tion. Without that support, the ragtag army continues
its international reputation as a band of roving outlaw
bandits, whose presence is wanted by no one.
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Not activism

As a Uinaversity emploves
and hitelong resident of the lu
gone arca. | oviesw the recent
!u:-|i|1n ration of signs and den
anstrations by imdividuals seek
g o preserve the  branguoid
netghborbood guabity ol frater
nily row  at th expense ol a
parking strocture with consid
erable annovanc

b coms 1o be the as
sumplion that tha l“'i"""l"'” ol
commuting students and em
ployeas 1s gimposed ol auto
mubile  worshippers with no
oncern for the environment
who could ecasily walk, bicvele
or hop on a frequent, conve

mient bus but are too lazy to do
s0, when the reality is  tha
most people dishike wrestling
with the campus parking night
mare and would happily use al
lernate transportabion were
not for its limitations

In particular. as people go
farther and farther afield in
search  of  affordable  family
housing, it is pres isely those of
us who must somehow com
bine a long commute (from
areas with no bus service, or
with infrequent  service and
multiple transfers to get to the
LUmiversity) with work. school
day  care arrangements  and
shopping who become the tar
get of “don’t park on my door-
step”” activism

This activism may masquer-
ade as concerned  liberalism,
but it is fundamentally selfish

it is the same sort of mentali-
tyv which, in the name of neigh-
borhood preservation, opposes
low income housing in segre
gated areas. It is a mentality
which uses services but neither
respects nor s willing to make
accommodations for those who
provide them. It i1s. | fear, the
American  way but please

Letters

don b ask me o admire i

Martha Sherwood-Pike
Administrative assistant,
Russian language

Decent burial

A Ji:|.|.‘||

Moore's OITHneEn
tary [(()E Aug. 1) -'~.||:|'--|'|i i
beliet that he and many other
inti-Choige advocates claim to
hold We do not get to choose
whether or not a human life be

ms al conception It does

Since Moore has demaonstrat
od o tondness tar biology, let's
look at some biology. Frequent
Iy alter conception the embryo
does not become properly im
planted in the uterus. Instead. a
-.]_n:1|1.lltl'lln‘- abortion OIS
within the first few weeks after
conceplion

Usually this event goes unde
tected, although it s quite com
mon.  For example., in one
study, 57 percent of all concep
tions ended with spontaneous
abortions. The normal, healthy
women involved in the study
were never aware that they had
(transiently) been pregnant (Ed
monds, DK, etal , 1983, “Fer
tility and Sterility 38" pp
447-453)

If vou believe that life begins
at conception, then you think
that a real person dies when
these spontancous abortions oc-
cur. Doesn’t that real **person’’
deserve some recognition: may-
be a name and decent burial?
Yel anti-choice advocates
blithely ignore the possibility
that one of their “‘unborn chil-
dren™ has died during a spon
taneous abortion!

Detecting spontaneous abor
tions during the first weeks af-
ter conception requires, at very
least. several blood tests for a
female during every month she
has intercourse. Does anyone
do this? No. Do the anti-choice

of others.

mitted

for length or style
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advocates  reallv believe  that

life begins at conception? Uin
less they are celibate or do

those tests, apparently not

Jeftrev AL Bell
Molecular biology

On Shelley

The History of
Britain, by David Berman, pre

\theism in

sents an interesting description
ol \In|~h1wlh dated suppression of
British atheist writings, espe
Crally ey
Shelley, by literary commenta

those of Hyvsshi
tors who curtously seem un
willing o Shelley's
abundant identification  with
atheism. In an effort to cloud
Berman's lucid arguments they

ot l'I\l

describe Shelley as an agnosti
and with labels other than athe
ist

Shelley was expelled from
Oxford as a voung student for
writing Necessity - of  Athe
ism™ (1811). His atheist views
are  further  conhirmed  in
“Queen Mab™ [1813) and in
“Refutation of Deism”™ [1814)

To escape prosecution  for
blasphemy. Shelley was com
pelled to couch his atheist ar
gument in the dialogue of two
literary  characters he fash
ioned, one a deist, the other a
Christian, a literary technique
of ancient origin used by writ
ers in times of persecution

Sympathetic to the cause of
the American and French Revo
lutions, Shelley was avidly
read by the Founding Fathers
and early American intellectu
als. as were the works of Thom-
as Paine, Ethan Allen, Paul
Henri d'Holbach and Constan-
tine Volney, all of whom chal-
lenged religious theist claims

Understanding the extensive
evidence of censorship and
suppression  of atheist argu-
ment refuting theist claims ex-
isting in our public libraries
would shatter the respect and
confidence people have accord-
ed educators and librarians
Clearly. they have colluded si-
lently or actively in these viola-
tions of intellectual freedom

A Congressional investiga
tion into library censorship and
philosophical
views mayv be necessary to cor

suppression  of

rect the religious tvrannv and

threat to the democratie process
It represents

Bert Trvba

FEugene

Thursdav. August 10, 1989




