Editorial

Frat house closings
indicative of crunch

The Animal House legend lives on in Eugene

The rowdy 1978 frat comedy starring John Belushi was
filmed here, and that's long been a dubious source of pride
to both the general student population and the University's
Creek system

Now it appears that some of the campus fraternity
houses have been living up — or down — to the image fos-
tered by the fictional Delta Tau Chi fraternity. During
month. the city's fire marshal's office ordered the closure of
fivie houses (Beta Theta Pi, Lambda Chi Alpha, Sigma Alpha

Epsilon, Sigma Chi and Phi Gamma Delta) for numerous

violations of fire satety codes
'he violations  included

|||||| ked oxits and Ris leaks

‘\|-’l']rlr|L: in rooms and attic spaces that were not designed to

alarm  systems

residents were

faulty  fire

In some cases
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These incidents, however, are more than just examples
of the Greeks mishehaving, After all, co-op living organiza
tion Parr Tower also faces closure. Last spring, the Universi
tv itself condemned some of its student houses that had fall

en into a state bevond repair

In a crowded housing market such as Eugene’s, substan
dard housing is taxed well bevond its proper limits. A
group of rowdy guys probably puts a lot of strain on a
house. When that group's size doubles because members
can’'t find housing elsewhere

much

the strain will become too

he effects of such overtaxing are being felt now, ironi
cally in a way that worsens the crunch. Apparently
the fraternities, which house up to 50 men each. may not be

hat isn't the Lire mar

sone of

ready to open their doors in the tall
of course [and that oftice 1s not doing any
but it should be of great

shal's concern
one o 1’1‘-1‘\1'[\ o !I\ ||r|[j|\,: Its inlll
concern to the University

It should also be noted that the fraternity members are
not, in some of the cases entirely |1~--.1lr-|i'»l|l|1' for the clos
thei Many of the fraternities rent their
and it is as much the responsibility of the land

hlrl]w--.

ings ol
buildings

lord as the tenant to make sure the buildings are sale and
habitable
Where the fraternities have been negligent is within

their organizations. Some ftraternity members have

complained about the closings
numbers are away. But the initial in

OWn
occuring in the summer
while most of their
spiections of the University's Greek houses occurred last
April, which should have given plenty of time for members
and their alumni to bring their buildings \lso

those recalcitrant members should ask themselves if thes

up Lo code

really preferred their houses had been shut down during the
S |1||H| Vil

Letters Policy i

lhe Emerald will attempt to print all letters con
taining comments on topics of interest to the Univer
sity community. Comments must be factually accu-
rate and refrain from personal attacks on the character
of others.

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more
than 250 words, legible, signed and the identification
of the writer must be verified when the letter is sub-
mitted

The Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter
for length or stvle.
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Forum

Abortion deprives children of life

By William Moore

With the Supreme Court
contimuing re-ovaluastion of the
Riw vs. Wade decision., people
are becoming increasing i
cal about thelr views conoern
ng  abortion Fhe opposin

1 i (0 i ipart thal it
ometimes hard to believe T

—Commentary

iree dealing with the same s
sipe
\gencies  and  organizalion
stich as the Nati ]
Lion tor Women
i gl i I
BT Leragzurer dr eacin
e W 1 itk 1R itly
to convince us that abortion 1s a
sife and niscess; medical pro
cedure, and anvolves o Tanda
Wil 1 of women o con

trol thetr own Lives
Others
gue the position that an abor
tion unjustly
ready living, innocent human
being of his or her hife. How
can we sort through all the
rhetoric to arrive at what is true
and right in this issue?
Depending on who is asking
and which questions are asked
polls can be used to show that a
majority of Americans s either
“prochoice”™ or “pro-lite
Franklv, however, this seems to
me be inconsequential except

including myselt, ar

deprives an al

as a means of convincing politi
cians that thev had better sup
port  one sidde or the other
Right and wrong

falsehood, are not determined

and fact and

by majority vote

All of us feel right, and w
can easily take that feeling ol
personal certainty as some sort
of irretutable proot that we ar
right  Unless we recognize tha
built-in trap of believing that

because 1 feel right, 1 must be
right™ {or, a corollary
| think are right agree with me
therefore we must be right™')
we are likely to hold what is
quite frankly, a foolishly high
regard for our own assumptions
and opinions

‘people

It is not how confident | am
in my being right that deter-

mines the merit of my position
Rather, it is the validity of my
dassumptions the soundness
and. relevancy of my facts and
the quality of the reasoning
which 1 have based on those as
simplions and facts

Here are some of my lacts

e r. AW, Lilev is a professor
of letal ||!1.‘-I“l'-". al the Na
tional  Women's  Hospital  in
Vuckland, New Zealand, and

Known as the tather ol

fetology In his book. A Case
\gainst Abortion, he points
ot Wiologically, at Labize
11 W ihscrbe o the view
that the fetus 18 4 mere ppen
¢ of the mother. Genetical
mother and baby are sepa
rate mdividuals Trom com ep
tion
o [n October of 1967, the Lirst
International L.onlerenct 0n
\bartion brought together re-
Spected authonrnties Irom

world in the fields
ethics and
sClences I'he first

around th
ol medicinge lanw
the social
major  question this  secular
group o
wias “When does human life
begin?

Their conclusion "(We)
could find no point 1in time be
tween the union of the sperm
and egg .. and the birth of the
infant at which point we could
say that this was not a human
lite. The changes occuring be
tween implant, a six-weeks em
brvo. a six-month fetus, a one

week-old

adult are

experts constdered

child or a mature

merely stages ol de

velopment and maturation

e [)r. (. Everett Koop, outgoing
LS. Surgeon General, has stat
el Hiologists unitormiy take
the position that lile begins at
conception. There is no logical

pt
reason why the pro-abortionist
should try to arrive at a ditfer
ent detinition when he is talk
ing about people.™”

e Planned  Parenthood  itself
published literature in August,
1963 which stated. “"An abo
tion kills the life of a baby after

it has begun.’

What is different today? Have
the basic facts of biology
changed somehow in a 20-vear
period? 1 contend that our mod-

ern cultural acceptance of abor
Hion 11!:1-*- not come II:I]II maore
recent and  better knowledge
but rather from a deliberate
turning away from knowledge

How can otherwise normal
well-educated  and  intelligent
adults continue to denv such
unambiguous. well-document
ed facts of life? Given the uni
versal human capacity for deni
il and self-deception, | believe
that many are immovably com
mitted to certain kinds of be

havior or to a patticular social

i political agenda and are un
Hing to face into the moral
implications inherent in such

facts, | suspect that others push
away the truth about when Ll
because they

begins  simply

mist or olse face enormous
guilt, despair and self-hatred

| suggest that the pro-choice
Community 18 engaging  Iin
something that communist his
torians would understand and
recognize instantly a kind of
hiological “revisionism. "’
Since the fundamental facts of
biology do not lead them where
thev wish to go. manv in the
pro-e hoice mowvement have
chosen simply o ignore o
deny these facts, and are at-
tempting to base their pre-de
termined conclusion on some
thing besides truth

Our refusal to accept reality,
however, does not alter that re
ality, although it may well
blind us morally. By placing a
higher value on doing as 1
please (regardless of the moral
cOonsuences|, or on seeing my
particular set of social or politi
cal issues pushed forward, than
| ia:..h i on being ;‘.!.Efi"l] hy ob
jective truth and what is right, |
merely place mysell in opposi
tion to what is true and right; 1
do not change 1t

I'here is no question thal tre
mendous hardship can accom
pregnancies. The
question 1s whether there are
not moral limitations on how
we will seek solutions, i.e., are
there some things that we are
physically and legally capable
of doing that we should not do?

There are other, less fatal

pany  Crisis
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