
University drug use rates average 
Results of survey will help campus drug programs 

By Christopher Blair 
Emerald Nov\s Editor 

Drug and alcohol list! among 
students at the I'niversitv is 

about what is ex per ted on ol 
lege campuses around the 
country, according to the re 

suits of a recent survey released 
at a Wednesday press confer 
ence. 

Students were asked if they 
had tried various types of drugs 
and if they used them with am 

frequency. The survey, con 

ducted by the office of the dean 
of students, was done in No- 
vember, 1988. and sampled 
3.000 University undergradu 
ates. 

The survey was made possi- 
ble through a grant from the 
U.S Department of Education 

C.erry Moseley, vice provost 
for academic support and stu 

dent services, said the survey 
was conducted not only to help 
direct University drug pro- 
grams. but also to let Universe 

LSI) use onlv 
()l those who responded. 5)’ 

peri ent said the\ had tried .il 
cohol and HU pen ent said they 
had had <i drink in the month 
prior to the survey One tilth ot 

those surveyed said they he 
lieve they have had a problem 
with alcohol at some tune in 

their lives 
The survey also revealed the 

following information: 
• About ()5 pen ent of I niversi 

ty students said they have tried 
marijuana; 24 percent had tak 
en it in the month prior to the 

survey. 
• .10 pert ent have tried o 

came; 8 percent had in the pre 
vinos month 

• 27 percent have tried 
psychedelic drugs. 5 pen ent in 
the previous month 
• Men use and abuse drugs 
more than women do. with the 

exception of diet pills One- 
third of the women on campus 
have used diet pills, while only 
5 percent of men have 

“We have the typical, average drug 
problem and that's a bad problem. It 
shouldn't reassure anyone. It certainly 
doesn't reassure me. 

-Shirley Wilson 

ty officials know how student 
drug use compares with other 
campuses across the country. 

"It’s helpful to have concrete 
information on use and abuse 
that allows us to direct our pro- 
grams,” Mosely said "We 
want to measure how well stu 

dents are doing, and compare 
this to a national data base.” 

The findings were only 
slightly higher than national 
averages reported by the Na- 
tional Institute on Drug Abuse. 
• Marijuana use is A percent 
higher than the national aver- 

age. 
• Cocaine use is 2 percent 
higher. 
• Psychedelic drugs use is 5 

percent higher; however, the 

University survey was for all 

drugs of this type The national 
survey results were based on 

The survey also examined 
cigarette use among students 
More than tit) percent of stu- 

dents have tried smoking, and 
8 percent smoke regularly. 

One of the categories of inter- 
est to University officials was 

the percentage of students who 
believe the use of some drugs is 

dangerous While 88 percent 
said they lielieve cocaine is 

dangerous and 59 percent feel 
marijuana carries "great risk," 
use of these drugs remains rath 
er high. 

“Users of drugs tend to be 
the most knowledgeable about 
effects and dosages, whereas 
students who use drugs more 

infrequently tend to be less sav- 

vy." Moseley said "If you 
think something is harmful to 

you and you use it. it seems 

you are in a good place for 

change 
Shirley Wilson. dean of slu 

dents, said the fat t that the 
t'niversitv is more or less even 

v\ 11h other olleges m the n.i 

lion for drug use still left more 

than enough room tor < our ern 

Wilson said that when the 
list of i ondut t code violations 
is examined after ai adenm t io 
latinos are removed, no pert ent 

of the remainder are alcohol re 

latest 
"We have the tvpit al. aver 

age drug problem anil that's a 

bad problem." Wilson said It 
shouldn't reassure anyone It 
ertainlv doesn't reassure me 

More than 40 pert ent ot the 
students responded, and the 
margin ot error was 2 percent 
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Police Beat_ 
The following is <■ list of 

campus area crimes taken (mm 
Offic e of Public Safet\ ami !\u 
gene Police I )ep.irtment reports 
between June -t> and July 14 
• KPl) is currently investigating 
three possibly related incidents 
of one or more male suspec ts 

trespassing in women's show 
ers at Cerlinger and Ksslinger 
halls 

A student in the (ierlinger 
loc ker room reported seedng a 

white* male, f> feet 10. Icetween 
21)-r> years old wearing a black 
T-shirt and shorts When lie 
was seen, the suspect pulled 
his shirt over his head and ran 

from the room 

Another inc ident, also in the 
(.erlinger showers, was report 
ed to OPS June 2‘) A Universi- 
ty employee reported that a 

suspect, described us a white 
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male, between JO 2 I years old. 
!> feet fi. with black hair and 
brown eves, was standing out 
side her shower stall |une JO 

1 he woman celled for an atten 

dant and the suspec t fled 
A thiril ini ident. this one in 

Esslinger. w.is reported to OPS 
July r» A student entered the 
women's locker room to change 
for lass and saw a white male 

standing by the lockers, de 
s< rilled as t> feet 1 with brown 
hair and wearing cut-off jeans 
and a navy blue t-shirt Upon 
!>eing seen, the suspect pulled 
his shirt over his head and fled 
the room 
• Three possibly related thefts 
from vehicles parked near tilth 
Avenue and Columbia Street 
were reported July 7 Entry was 

gained to one vehicle by break- 
ing the passenger side door 

lock A cassette dock worth 
$200 was removed from the 
(ar 

A $r>()() .ir stereo was re 

moved from another vehicle af 
ter suspei Is broke the passed 
Her side window, and another 
stereo worth $000 was taken 
from another car when a win 
dow. also on the passenger 
side, was smashed 
* A 10 karat cubit /art oninm 
t lass ring worth $110 was sto 
ten from the University Hook 
store July 7 One suspect re 

portedly approached the conn 

ter where the ring was on sale 
and asked the clerk to see it 
Another suspect distrat ted the 
clerk and the first took the ring 
and left the store 
• A computer valued at $(>,208 
was reported stolen from Si i 

ence II July 14 
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BUSY? 
GET 
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QUICK!!! 

We ve got 
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when you 
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON 
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"Freeze1 ... OK, now ... Who's the brains ot 
this outfit?" 


