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Class consciousness necessary in abortion rights battle 
Capitalism exploits poor mothers 

By Kevin Hornbuc kle 

"It's a class issue." she said, 
speaking of the threats to abor 
tion rights \l\ friend, who has 
strong feminist values, tends to 
have more ( hiss consciousness 
than many people who are get 
ting active around the abortion 
issue. 

It seems to me that mans 

people, both women and men. 

who were not otherwise politi 
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calls involved, are nosv mobi- 
lizing to preserve and promote 
a woman's right to terminate 
her pregnant y There were 

many faces ness to marching a 

few months ago when approxi- 
mately 2,000 people in Hugene 
demonstrated their support for 
abortion rights There were the 
familiar activists who regularly 
participate in the marches that 

oppose the l hS funded mili- 

tary dictatorships in Central 
America. But the majority 
seemed to be people who only 
recently feel moved to act out 

That they were doing so is 
the good news. The bad news 

is that it took a threat to their 
personal freedom to get them 
going Although the Roe vs. 

Wade ruling allosving legal 
abortion has been on the hooks 
since J973, immeasurable num- 

bers of women are ss stematical- 
ly denied the freedom to obtain 
abortion. They are the impover 
ished women who have not the 
means to exercise their rights 
It is here where class con- 

sciousness is clearly absent in 
the activism of the middle 
class, mostly white demonstra- 
tors. 

rreeclom. alter ail. is meas- 

ured by the number of options 
available Thus, it's what poor 
people don’t have, especially 
when it costs more than $300 to 

exercise the "right" to a safe 
and legal abortion. So the ques- 
tion presents itself: just who 
has the right to abortion? Only 
those who can afford it 

Before abortion was legalized 
in the United States, wealthy 
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pregnant women would travel 
to Puerto Kuo or Europe to ob 
tain abortions And the\ will 
go wherever abortion is avail 
able as the law s hei nine more 

restrictive 
Irrespective of the mood of 

the l1 S Supreme (lourt or am 

other ruling !>od\ poor women 

will remain where they ve al 
wavs been trained to pover 
t\ and the welfare system, held 
hostage m a country that has no 

nation.ll health are or luld 
care rights They will retain 
their freedom to have then la 
bor exploited by employers for 
S t ta an hour, should they find 
energy to work at something 
other than child rearing, which 
is not considered by our gov 
eminent to be work 

If the hypocrisy of the situa 
lion isn't already evident, a 

consideration of the most basil 
principle of capitalism will ex 

pose the inherent exploitation 
For instance, a mother is paid 
$:i 50 an hour to work for an 

enterprise which sells her prod 
net for tOO percent profit She 
gets none of it Hut the stock 
holders who don't work "earn" 
their living this way Because 
these stockholders employ 
many people they command 
the wealth to satisfy their typi 
callv never-ending materialist 
"needs" such as another house 
or car or vacation (perhaps to 
Puerto Kico or Europe). 

In contrast, the working 
mother (or any person who 
works tor a capitalist enter 

prise) pays the majority of her 
sustenance wages to the land 
lord and supermarket, which 
also typically benefits stoi k- 
holders who do not work They 
live off the labor of others. It is 
the class distinction: working 
class vs capitalist. This class 
conflict is necessary because 
business success is defined by 
bottom line profits The less 
the workers are paid for their 
products, plus the more they 
are charged when purchasing, 
equals good business 

Business is good. As always, 
the entrepreneurs are looking 
for new markets To do this 
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thrv define democrat s .is api 
Inlism and altai k am cminln 
that resists their efforts Viet 
mini. Chile. Iran. Guatemala 11 
Salvador. Uruguay. Nicaragua 
Cuba and on and on If any 
thing these days, "be all you 

tan be" lor young men and 
women means joining the en 

trepreneurial fortes That, or 

languish at the minimum wage 
working as an unskilled labor 
er 

Although I don't believe that 
restrictions on abortion are < ap 
italist plots, the extra bodies 
will come in handy when it 

comes to installing "denim ra 

cy" around the world World 
War I protester Kate Kit hards 
O'llare spoke with foresight in 

1 ‘»1 f> when she said. "Ilie 
women of the United States are 

nothing hut brute sows, pro 
ducing sons to put in the Army 
to tie made into fertilizer She 
was jailed five years for anti 
war talk 

Try as we did during the pro 
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lii 1111' 111.in h in Kugene. ini' 

.mil ,i fi>vv IriiMnIs iintdn 1 gel 
many ill the new faces in jnin 
with ns in hauling "George 
Hush is a bum. free condoms 
lor everyone!" I'm hoping that 
it was only the protestors' so 

ial anxiety and not politii al 
disagreement that prevented 
them from sharing the rhythm 
I he anti hou e fori es are eager 
to prevent abortions but not so 

eager to help provide the 
means to prevent pregnant y 

l o the outran they at lively 
resist public ly funded sex edu 
cation and pregnant y proven 
tion 

Maybe our yyell fed fellow 
marchers couldn't relate to the 

importance of access to birth 

ontrol edtn ation .ind clcvli es 

They're not the ones denied <11 

( ess At least not S el 

As business improves the 
rii h will ( ontinue to net ill her 
and the poor will eontinue to 

grow in numbers and poverty 
1 hifortunatelv those with the 
means to even ise their rights 
will wait until the exploitation 
and unfairness hits direi ll\ 
home 

My friend is right The right 
to a safe and legal abortion is a 

( lass issue The problem is that 
she is one of the tew who ret 

ognize it 

krvin IlnmhlH klr is a hrli.n 
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON 

"Sandwiches!" 


