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Class consciousness necessary in abortion rights battle

Capitalism exploits poor mothers

By Kevin Hornbuckle

she H.Hli
speaking of the threats to abor
tion rights. My hll nd, who has
strong feminist

“It's a class issue

alues, tends to
have more ( |..|\» CONSCIOUSNess

than many people who are get

ting active around the abortion
185116

It seems to me that many
ilr'll[l]r'_ both women and men
who were not otherwise polill
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cally involved, are now mobi
lizing to preserve and promote
a woman's right to terminate
her  pregnancy I'here were
many faces new to marching a
few months ago when approxi
mately 2,000 people in Eugene
demonstrated their support for
abortion rights. There were the
familiar activists who regularly
participate in the marches that
oppose the 1S -funded mih
tary dictatorships in Central
America But the majority
_‘»I‘t'l]ll'ii toy !n' Ibl'lllllf' \\'hu IJIII\
recently feel moved to act out
That they were doing so is
the good news. The bad news
is that it took a threat to their
personal freedom to get them
going. Although the Roe vs
Wade ruling allowing legal
abortion has been on the books
since 1973, immeasurable num
bers of women are syvstematical
Iy denied the freedom to obtain
abortion. They are the impove:
ished women who have not the
their rights
class con

means o exercise
It is here where
sciousness is clearly absent in
the activism of the middle
class, mostly white demonstra
tars

Freedom, after all, i1s meas-
ured by the number of options
available. Thus, it's what poor
people don’t have, especially
when it costs more than $300 to
exercise the “‘right” to
and legal abortion. So the ques
tion presents itself: just who
has the right to abortion? Only
those who can afford it
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Hefore abortion was [.‘;_-..m.-.-:l
in the

United States, wealthy
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pregnant women would travel
or Europe to ob

And they will
abortion 1s avail

to Puerto Rico
tain abortions
g0 wherever
|I}FI|' s Tll!' I.l\'\'\ lH'll":'li" maonrs:
restriciive

mood of

|Il!'-pm tive ol the
the 1S, Supreme Court or any
other ruling bodvy., poor women
will remain where thevve al
Wi 1\\!11-.\ chained to pover
ty and the weltare system, held

[.n,r in acountry that has no
national health care or child
care rights hev will retain
their freedem to have their la

bor explotted by employers for
$4.45 an hour, should they find
energy o work at something
other than child rearing, which
15 not considered by our goy
ernment to be work

If the ]I\Inu risyv ol the situa
tion isn't already evident, a
consideration of the most hasi
principle of capitalism will ex
pose the inherent exploitation
For instance, a mother is paid
$3. 50 an hour to work for an
enterprise which sells her prod
uct for 300 percent profit. She
gets none of it. But the stock
holders who don’t work “earn’””
their living this way Because
these  stockholders  employ
many people they command
the wealth to satisfy their typi
callv never-ending materialist
“needs'” such as another house
or car or vacation (perhaps to
Puerto Rico or Europe)

In  contrast, the working
mother (or any person
capitalist

\\'I]ll
waorks for a enter
prise) pays the majority of her
sustenance land
lord and which
also typically benefits stock
holders who do not work. They
live off the labor of others. It is
distinction: working
capitalist. This class

wages to the
supermarket

the class
class vs
conflict is necessary because
business success is defined by
bottom-line profits. The less
the workers are ||.I'll| for their
products, plus the more they
are charged when purchasing
equals good business

Business is _k'tnili As always
the entrepreneurs are looking

for new markets. To do this

VU ABORTION IS A PRIVATE
MATTER BETWEEN A
WOMAN, HER DCCTOR AND
HER STATE LEGISLATORS.

||'ll'\ 11!‘!]”!' li#'lnlu rach
talism and attack anv country
that resists their efforts: Viet
nam, Chile, Iran, Guatemala, El
Salvador, Uruguay, Nicaragua

ds capi

Cuba and on and on. If any
thing these davs, “"be all vou
can be'" for voung men and

women means joining the en
trepreneurial forces. That, o
languish at the minimum wagi
working as an unskilled labor
©r

Although | don’t believe that
restrictions on abortion are cap
italist |I1{II‘-. the extra bodies
will come in handy
comes to installing ““democra
cy'' around the world, Waorld
War | protester Kate Richards
O'Hare spoke with foresight in
1915 when she said, ""The
women of the United States are
nothing but brute
ducing sons to put in the

when 1t

SUWS prrea
Army
to be made into fertilizer ™" She
was jailed hve yvears for anth

war talk

I'ry as we did lillllil_\.; the pro
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and a tew friends couldn’t get

many of the new ftaces to join
with us in chanting Lieorge
Bush 1s a bum, free condoms
lor everyone! I'm hoping that
it was only the protesters’ so

not political

cial anxiety and
disagreement  that

them from

jllr'\t'llh'll
sharing the rhythm
he anti-choice forces are eager
o prevent iborthions but not so

aper o [|1'||| lr!ll".hiil' the

means 1o prevenl  pregnancy
I'o the contrary, they actively
resist publicly funded sex edu
cation and pregnancy preven
hion

Mavbe our well-fed fellow

marchers couldn’t relate to the

importance ol access 1o birth

control education and devices
Fhey re not the ones demed w

cess. At least not vet

\s  business
rich will continue to il
and the conlinue 1o
grow in numbers and poverty
Unfortunately, those with the
thewr rights
will wait until the 1'-.|l||||1.||11|[|
directly

nnproves  the
it hl'|
poor will

means o exercis:

and  unfairness  hits
home

right. The right
and legal abortion is a
I'he problim is that
she 15 one of the few who e

My friend is
{o a sale

opnize il

Kevin Hornbuckle is a behay
1or therapist who lives in Fu

errner

Commentary Policy

The Oregon Daily Emerald welcomes commen-
taries from the public concerning topics of interest to
the University community.
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THE FAR SIDE
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