Editorial

Good work done in
the 65th Legislature

The 1989 Oregon Legislature has finally closed up
shop. After six long months of haggling and promises,
arguments and threats, the session is finished and law-
makers can go home.

More importantly, they can go home with justly
deserved praises.

We had our worries, but in the end it proved to be
a productive session. A few notes on some of the Legis-
lature's accomplishments:
¢ The biggest score was on setting a plan on extending
a minimum level of health insurance for the state’s citi-
zens. Nearly all workers in the state will receive some
form of insurance by 1994. Impoverished Oregonians
will share resources made available through the Medi-
caid program.

e More good news for the state’s less fortunate: The
raising of the minimum wage. It will be increased to
$3.85 in September (from $3.35, where it's been since
1981), and eventually will go up to $4.75 by 1991. Cur-
rently, that will make for the nation's highest mini-
mum wage. Somebody ought to send George Bush a
copy of this example of political courage.

e This year's hot political issue, crime, didn’t end up
being just an empty list of promises. Gov. Neil Gold-
schmidt's $85 million prison construction plan was
passed, as well as a number of new sentencing laws.
e After finally deciding to break the spending cap,
higher education got away with big cuts, but in more
or less workable shape — for now. The cost of educa-
tion to the state will continue to go up and future ses-
sions will have a harder time dealing with the beast.
There was much grumbling in this session, but in the
end they did put the money where the need was.

¢ There were even proposals put forth to deal with the
state's non-funding of college athletics. The creation of
creative new lotteries to go to athletic funding is a field
with much promise.

On the debit side:

* The state failed to make any headway on the issue of
field burning. The Interstate 5 fatalities last August
during a field burn outside Albany should have been
enough of an impetus to get something done here, and
there was a very fair proposal bandied about Salem un-
til the grass seed industry knocked it off.

Besides field burning, there will also be school fi-
nance reform to deal with in 1991. A special election
failed to do anything in this regard, and there is also
the matter of property tax relief. But if 1989 is any in-
dication of the next session to come, we have strong
hopes.

“Let's replace her with a white male, preferably someone with

Northern European ancestry."

Abortion ruling doesn’t have to be a loss

Justice Antonin Scalia clearly set the
continuing agenda for pro-life, anti-choice
activists Monday in his separate opinion in
the long-awaited Webster vs. Reproductive
Health Services case.

Rather than overturning the 1973 land-
mark Roe vs. Wade case all at once, Scalia
wrote ‘it appears thus that the mansion of
constitutionalized abortion law, constructed
overnight in Roe vs. Wade, must be disas-
sembled door-jamb by door-jamb, and never
entirely brought down, no matter how
wrong it may be "’

In its move to empower the states with
far-ranging abortion laws, the Supreme
Court (or at least the five member conserva-
tive majority) is moving to take the once-set-
tled abortion issue back to the state legisla-
tures. Webster began this process; the
court's decision to review three more abor-
tion cases next year will continue it.

For the women in this country and the
pro-choice majority, the court's decision
was a sad defeat. There is no doubt about
this. But defeat does not — and should not,
in this case — necessarily mean surrender.

The battle now moves to the state con-

gresses, where both sides are already prepar-
ing legislation. The court’s unpopular deci-
sion has sparked the pro-choice movement
into rising up again. This is the one good
thing to come out of all this.

For many years after Roe, the pro-choice
movement was complacent and feeling se-
cure. The movement could not muster the
religious fervor of its opposition. Pro-choice
activists are paying for their tardiness now,
but that does not mean they can't return the
country to the freedom granted before Web-
ster. The pro-life movement has promised to
make legislators pay if they don't take the
movement’s line. The pro-choice camp must
be similarly prepared to make them account-
able.

What seems to be in the future is a
patchwork quilt of abortion laws, ranging
from draconian measures in our more back-
ward states, to progressive protections in
states such as California. This will be an in-
tolerable situation, and work must be started
to reverse this. This should begin at home
(Oregon must move against the court, and
remember its great liberal heritage of free-
dom and tolerance), and nationally.
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If the University administra
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nothing to hide, why have they
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