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Internal changes made throughout the Bijou Theatre's 64-year history have not greatly affected

its external appearance.

Theater’s past reveals many faces

By Brian Gallagher
Emerald Contributor

It was first a church, then a
funeral home, and now a movie
theater and offices.

The Wilcox Building, at 492
E. 13th Ave., has gone through
a number of changes since it
was built in 1925.

According to Mrs. Wesley
Nicholson, the Wilcox Build-
ing, current site of the Bijou
Theatre, was originally de-
signed by Walter Ross Baumes
Wilcox, who served as a Uni-
versity architecture professor
beginning in 1922 before he be-
came head of the department.

It was the original site of the
First Congregational Church in
which Nicholson's husband
first served as church minister
in 1943. He held this position
until about 1957,

She said Thomas Condon,
one of the University's found-
ers, was also one of the found-
ers of the First Congregational
Church, where he later trained
to be a minister.

Nicholson said Condon was a
very prominent figure in the
church, which has always had
a high respect for education
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and had a congregation consist
ing of many people from the
Universily community

Then, the church comprised
only a few rooms with the large
sanctuary, a small chapel to the
side. and several other small
rooms, Nicholson said

Today, the former chapel is
used to sell movie tickets and
refreshments

In addition. a movie
has replaced the original pul
pit, and the
booth, located at the opposite
end of the theater, takes up
most of the balcony where
“long-legged boys used to sit
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where they could stick theis
feet down the aisle,"'Nicholson
said.

“Those boys would always
get out of there before we could
meet them, "'’ she added.

In the 1940s, the pews were
heated by hot water piped un-
derneath to keep the people
warm during the winter. Most
of the glass had been imported
from Europe, and, with Wil-
cox's personal designs, they are
a singular piece of the area's
history.

Nicholson said in 1957 the
church was purchased by one
of the deacons, who opened a
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funeral home. HBut the First

Congregational Church contin

ued to meet there every Sunday
until a new location was fownd
In 1979, the building was

purchased by Charles and Jan

ice Rush, who made offices out
of some of the small rooms and
created a secaond auditorium tor
the Bijou

I'he Rushes said that they

don't plan any more alteratios
Or expiansions

Considering the different
functions the building has

served over the yvears, it has re
mained much the
ti4-year history

Entering the building one
can see antiques in the lobby
and the old wood architecture
]'lrl\ hl'l'n ]ul'r-l'!\l'll

Old lamps still hang from a
high ceiling with stucco walls
The pews have been replaced
by old-fashioned movie
on a carpeted floor and electric
baseboard heaters now warm
the building.

But the wood architecture, as
well as the windows and the
stucco walls, are reminiscent of
the past and along with its fur-
nishings, it helps to create a
landmark unique to the campus
area.
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MONDAYS THROUGH FRIDAYS

Luncheon
Specials

3.50

chicken Laksa 9.50

Hoy Lum
Gai Fuhn

879 E. 13th 343-2832
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DESIGNER HAND-KNIT
ONE-OF-A-KIND

SWEATERS

Utopian Shopping Experience
— Rare and Exotic Sources —

* Apparel (S1zing appri
* Active \",{l'.‘!'

Jewelrv-lvory

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, PHONE 746-1407
Monday & Tuesday 9am-2pm, Thursday 2pm-7pm

FIBER ART CLASSES AVAILABLE
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priate to all hqures)
* Fibers/Yarns
* Crystal/China/Sterling

FULL

COLOR

Laser Copies

* Large copies up to 11x17

* 50-400% enlargement or
reduction.

* Color copies from 35mm
slides, negatives, or 3-D
objects.

Open 7 Days

. "
kinko’s
Creat coples. Creat people.
44 West 10th » 344-3555



