
Editorial- 

U.S. intervention 
won't save Panama 

Panamanians and Americans alike are still wait ins 
to see what will happen following the Wednesday nul- 
lifications of last weekend’s Panamanian elections re- 

sults After visits by former U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter. Hush administration officials and international ob- 
servation teams, overwhelming evidenc e of a rigged 
election had been brought to the fore 

It seems Panama’s military dictator (am. Manuel 
A Noriega was up to his old tricks Noriega's candi- 
date Carlos Duque and his campaign forces contend 
they were officially leading the election at a 2*1 mar- 

gin. The opposition candidate Guillermo Endara and 
his forces, however, claimed a 3-1 victory. Determin- 
ing a victor by recount was impossible, because as 

many as 127,000 ballots had apparently been destroyed 
after counting The election was nullified after armed 
Noriega supporters savagely attacked and beat Endara 
with iron bars Wednesday. 

In an effort to bring democracy back to Panama, 
the U.S, is considering military force in order to help 
Endara claim his victory. The use of military force, 
however, would only hinder Panama's continuing 
elections process, and such a move would play right 
into Noriega's hands. 

True, it is unfortunate and unfair that Panamanian 
citizens are obviously being stripped of their democrat- 
ic rights — though election fraud was predicted several 
mouths ago. But for the American military to use force 
where it doesn't belong and isn’t wanted won’t bring 
relief to Panamanians; rather, it will give Panamanians 
an enemy in common with Noriega. 

Moreover, further economic sanctions against Pan- 
ama won’t be effective either. This would only lead to 
a stronger and more vicious anti-American campaign 
And. as the sanctions have brought so little relief in 
the past, it's doubtful they would do mu< h good now. 

The threat of further sanctions, or an invasion, 
might however, do some good 

It’s possible, according to Carter, that Noriega’s 
second thoughts about the election are due to the para 
noia be must be feeling Noriega is losing support from 
members ol the Panamanian Defense l-’on es. and Katin 
Ament an foreign ministers are also considering oust- 

ing Panama from the regional Group of Fight organi/a 
tion because of the election fraud. 

(liven the hind in which Noriega must now find 
himselt between the Group of Fight. American 
forc.es, widespread knowledge of election fraud and 
the Panamanians’ unhappiness he might just come 

dean and allow the ballot counting to proceed as it 
should next time. But even if he doesn’t, our (last 
failed experiences in Panama clearly point to our keep- 
ing our noses out of their business 
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OF COURSE ,6E0RGE OID PAl / EytMNG WU H OH THE Of RHP UP *S USUAL" 

Navy owes apology for long-kept secret 
Though we can he sure this isn’t the 

first secret held from the general public by 
the U S government, it is certainly one of 
the more serious after-the-fact admissions. 

ITS. officials acknowledged Monday, af- 
ter 2-1 years of insipid secrecy, that an A-4K 

Skyhawk attack jet carrying a hydrogen 
homh rolled of the dock of the aircraft carrier 

Ticonderoga and into the Pac ific Ocean off 
the coast of Japan on Dec 5, l'ttifi 

Until now. the 1B.200 foot watery grave 
held the plane, pilot and weapon And 
while it is impossible to recover any of the- 
three, the sec ret is out and it doesn’t bode 
well for our relationship with Japan. 

lapan. being the only country ever at- 

tac ked with nuclear weapons, is outraged at 

the admission, and rightfulh so Japanese 
law bans ships carrying nucle.u weapons 
from sailing in its territorial waters or from 
< ailing on its ports 

The set ret shows blatant disregard ior 
treaty stipulations with japan. And it's also 
quite obvious that the \'av\ has kept this se- 

cret because of the questions to he raised 
about nii( lear weapons aboard ships in Viet- 
nam. 

This incident breathes more life into old 
arguments that t'.S warplanes operating off 
Vietnam were loaded with nut lear bombs. 

and that IJ.S. warships carried these atomic 
weapons into Japanese ports under violation 
of Japanese policy. This is. indeed, the tan- 

gible evidence needed to bring truth to mere 

ru mors. 

The Navy also contends that the sub- 
merged nuclear weapon poses no threat to 
the environment. It is unlikely, after 24 

years, that the bomb will explode. Hut how 
can we be sure the weapon isn't leaking, 
particularly if it can't even be found? Marine 
life a fundamental link in the food chain 

could be in grave danger. This, in turn, 

poses a threat to human life. We're not try- 
ing to create horrific case scenarios, but this 
is a serious incident. 

Hut of course, the most ominous mes- 

sage of all is the Nav\'s sworn-to .secret v at- 
titude and the lai k of regard for the Japa- 
nese 

If the Navy h<is anymore such secrets, 

they should come clean now before this 
mushrooms larger than life. The Navy also 
owes an apology to the Japanese — though it 
is an "open secret” that U.S. warships rou- 

tinely dor k in Japan with nuclear weapons 
aboard, and the Japanese have never chal- 
lenged this. Just how open is this secret if it 
was virtually unknown until this recent ad- 
mission? 

_Letters_ 
Commitment 

The Incidental Fee Commit- 
tee recently voted to deny the 
Athletic Department a 9.5 per- 
cent increase in revenue alloca- 
tion to non-revenue sports (an 
additional $2.45 a student a 

term). This increasu would per- 
mit the Athletic Department to 
maintain current operations of 
non-revenue sports in the face 
ol increased tuition and infla- 
tion expenses. 

The University student body 
has historically displayed a 

deep commitment to non rev 

emir sports, specifically worn 

oil's athletics. This commit 
merit is especially evident in 
two wavs: students voting to 
use their incidental fees to sup- 
port non-revenue sports and 
consistently large attendant e 

levels at various athletic con 

tests (e g u Pac-10 attendance 
record for viewing a women's 
softball game). 

A strong commitment to non- 

revenue sports has reinforced 
this university's national image 
as an institution promoting 
eijuality for all individuals re- 

gardless of gender. 

Additionally, at the Universi- 

ty, nationally competitive 
women's athletic teams (e g 
basketball, volleyball, softball, 
track and field) consistently 
achieve Gf’As above 3.0. an ex- 

ample to all universities that 
scholastic excellence need not 
be the sacrificial lamb to inter- 
collegiate athletics. 

1 and other concerned stu- 

dents have been circulating a 

petition which will be present 
ed to the IIX) that will ask stu- 
dents to voice their continued 
support toward nonrevenue 

sports at this university 
Intercollegiate athletics isn't 

lust an opportunity for student 
athletes, but for the entire Uni- 
versity student hods 

Dour Spent er 

< .raduale 

Reality 
1 am so r1.u1 Susan l’rit e 

(ODK. April 21) was thoughtful 
enough to let me know what 
"reality" and "morality" are 

Without her obviously omnis- 
cient knowledge. 1 would con- 

tinue to muddle along believ- 
ing my own "reality” was jus- 
tifiably correct 

Reality, Ms. Price, in case 

you were unaware of it. is 
strictly a matter of personal 
perception based on personal 
knowledge I low we act upon 
those perceptions becomes the 
basis for individual "morali- 
ties.” 

One of the "realities” of 
abortion is the willful destruc- 
tion of a living creature. We. as 

a society, would be appalled if 
the following were to occur: 

A young woman, minim atmi 
in the ways of pet ownership, 
buys a puppy But after three 
months, she tires of the con- 

stant hassle Puppies Ho a lot of 
disgusting things, and the 
proper < are of a puppy an put 
a real cramp in one's lifestyle 
(and pocketbook). The woman 

takes the puppy and lops oft its 

head Knd of hassle 

Most women who choose to 
end the life of their unborn 
liild lustily their actions just 

as the woman in the scenario. 
Society is horrified at the need- 
less death of a puppy Yet the 
death of an unborn child is Ok 

Such hypocrisy! 
My “reality" states that all 

life is sacred, and that before 
one destroys any living crea- 

ture. whether puppy, spotted 
owl, deer or unborn child, 
there needs to l>e a stronger jus 
tification than “it's inconve- 
nient" or “I don't want this 
child" or "I can't deal with it 

W. Kent Plumb 
Pre-education 

Dream of cars 

I have a dream, having 
walked through the temporarv 
General Motors car dealership 
on nth Avenue, 1 see a bright 
noble purpose tor the t’niversi 
t\ now emerging Instead of 
students limping all the way to 

Franklin Boulevard lor their 
IBH‘1 oar fin.uu ing. let's cst.il)- 
lish a permanent auto row on 

13th Avenue from Oregon Hall 
to the Bookstore. 

Dearly Hall's first floor oan be 
better utilized as a French res- 

taurant. Johnson Hall will serve 

as a Hotpoint refrigerator show- 
room. and maybe the Ballroom 
t an !>e renovated for a Kuben- 
stein's furniture campus outlet. 

Yes. now I have a dream — 

free enterprise zones on every 
corner c elebrating our ever in- 

creasing buying power as to 
lure graduates! I.et the credit 
r ard offers roll in and don't tor- 

get: 1-et freedom ring! 

Paul Sturt/ 

Kugene 

_Letters Policy_ 
The Kmerald will attempt to print all letters con- 

taining comments on topics ol interest to the Univer- 
sity community. Comments must be factually accu- 
rate and refrain from personal attacks on the character 
of others 


