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Eugene air fares compete with Portland airport

By Beth Mischke
Emerald Contributor

Air fare to major continental
cities from Eugene is compara-
ble to air fare from Portland, ac-
cording to recent studies by
Away/Ask Mr. Foster Travel
service for Eugene's Mahlon
Sweet Airport.

The study compared 14-day
advance purchase fares to Eu-
gene's top 25 U.S, markets in
early March and found them to
be the same as Portland in 14
markets, including Atlanta,
Boston, Denver, New York, San
Francisco, San Jose and Wash-
ington, D.C.

Jessica Lay, manager of

Away/Ask Mr. Foster Travel
service in Eugene, said her
agency conducts a fare study
every month for the Aviation
Committee of the Eugene Area
Chamber of Commerce. The air-
lines decide Eugene air fares.

Recently Eugene representa-
tives for the airlines have asked
to make Eugene’s fares compet-
itive with Portland. The fares
have remained relatively com-
parable during the last six
months.

Travelers can get flights out
of Portland and Eugene to
Washington, D.C., for $358 on
United or to San Jose for $198
on American.

Other Eugene travel agencies
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depth training, computerized equip-
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warranties? The Masters of Master-
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agree with Away/Ask Mr. Fos
ter Travel, although the com-
parison is limited to certain re-
strictions, including length of
travel, how many days advance
purchasing and destination of
flight. The fares are only com-
parable with Portland within
the continental United States
and do not apply for any inter-
national flights

Eugene flights to Hawaii are
always more expensive, up to
$120 more, because all the ma-
jor brokers are based out of
Portland and they have whole-
salers there, Lay said. Eugene
air fare is cheaper than Port-
land’s to certain destinations in
California, including Los An-
geles which is $258 from Port-
land and %218 from Eugene,
and San Diego which is $258
from Portland and $238 from
Eugene, said Mahlon Sweel
Airport Manager Mike Boggs

Eugene may be more eco-
nomical, time efficient and
convenient for some travelers,

|

while others find Portland has
more direct flights, more often,
for the same amount of money.
Boggs said students interested
in traveling need to “‘shop your
fares.”

Many students call travel
agents and ask for prices out of
Portland  without bothering
with Eugene, Boggs said, but as
the studies indicate, travel from
the Mahlon Sweet Airport can
save time and money

It is difficult to compare
prices because they are vari-
able. ""They (fares) change so
much.'* Lay said. Although Eu-
gene's fares are comparable to
Portland’s right now, they
could rise or fall anytime, she
said.

Because many fares are the
same, students traveling home
for vacations and the summer
can fly out of Eugene instead of
worrying about finding- trans-
portation to Portland.

Those travelers who drive
their cars to Portland won’t
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have to pay for long-term park-
ing when flying out of Eugene.
The economy lot at the Port-
land International  Airport
charges $3 a day or $18 a week
and the long-term lot charges
$5 a day.

There are also some disad-
vantages to flying out of Eu-
gene. Mahlon Sweet Airport
does not have carriers for very
many airlines, and usually con-
nections have to be made for
long distance flights. Ameri-
can, Horizon, US Air, United
and United Express for com-
muter flights are the only carri-
ers.

Eugene does not have the
market for many competing air
lines like Portland has, al-
though the airport is being ren-
ovated to expand the carriers it
has now. There are also more
flights, flying more frequently
out of Portland. Eugene has 40
commercial flights a day,
Boggs said.

Riverside plaza creates conflicts

By Mark Swartzfager
Emerald Contributor

The City of Eugene is in the
process of building a "'plaza for
the people’ along the banks of
the Willamette River, much to
the dismay of environmental-
ists and many bike path users.

The open air plaza will come
complete with a fountain, seat-
ing walls and a promenade
reaching out over the water. It
will take up one-half of an acre
next to the newly built Eugene
Water and Electric Board build-
ing on the south side of the riv-
er east of Ferry Street Bridge.

A portion of the bike path
that goes through the area has
been closed since mid-April,
and will remain closed until
mid-July this year when the
plaza is expected to be com-
plete, said Richie Weinman,
Eugene Planning, Development
and Building Department ana-
lyst,

The city has posted signs by
the Autzen footbridge and Fer-
ry Street Bridge reminding us-
ers that the north bank trail can
be used as a detour.

Weinman regrets having the
path closed, but “hopefully we
can have it opened up by the

Veterans Games (July 27 to
Aug. 6, 1989) so the marathon
can use it then,” he said.

“That seems like a long
time,”" said Al Urquhart, a
University geography professor
who bikes regularly to and
from work.

Diane Bishop, bicycle coordi-
nator for the Eugene Public
Works Department, said she
has received no complaints
about the path's closure, but
has received several inquiries
as to when it will reopen.

That portion of the path also
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Be a howling success.

Mncrocomputer Suppon Labf Room 202 Computing Center / M-F 9 am - 5 pm/ 686 - 4402

financing.

Apple.

Feel as if you've been thrown 1o the
wolves? Let an Apple Macintosh soothe
your academic nightmarcs.

A Mac can transform the hainest ol
assignments into a smooth presentation.
And since a Mac is so simple 1o use,
you'll soon be leader of the pack.

Now the cost of a new Macintosh won't
make you howl. Enormous discounts are
being offered o UO swdents, faculty and
staff. And with Apple's Loan-To-Own
Program, you can pounce on some casy

So stalk on over w the Microcomputer
Support Lab and sink your teeth into an

But don't wait for the next full moon.

Think Big.
Apple Macintosh
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