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_ By Ellen R. Cohen
.;' D, Barbara Vissas designs
o nd pamphlets lor the Treasury
& which 1s not exactly starthng
pt that Barbara has vet to graduate
'n ] from col
J In Silver Spring, Marvland, Greg Behrma
b & 1s doing research with a team ol physicists
: engineers. Michelle Jackson works w
. bbyists in the nation’s capital. wr bout
' it hat alfect [ &) r i
. peapl ts—are operating a prt
o Oress of on Elizabeth 2 8
A Jesigners for Liz € i o and he 1
._. build equipment for the 5§ b ut thi
: Kennedy Space Center
A these 1dent L the hs t
< perative education §
CUr Hleges ar univer § ternatir i
&
-
b University, has been assured of a permanent
-"; full-time job with the government when she
457 graduates
'.‘ “It really worked out well for me " she says
s “Evervone wants experience in the design field
R yel compantes are not anxious to tramn you. Co
op gives you a head start”
Behrman, a sentor at Drexel University
notes that all engineerning students and most —
business majors at the Philade |.p.':..| SO0l co - 3 e
. 5 years. Students work Getting in the door: Co-0p student Lee Marovich at the White House

p, graduating i

| ! time for six month intervals dunng their three
| “muddle years o
| !.-m;n-'rill:\ education has come a long way

since 1906, when 1t was first offered to a small

group of engineering students at the

£ University of Cincinnati. During the 1920z
el Northeastern University in Boston and Drexel
Pkl Institute (now Drexel University) joined
','. .1 Cincinnaty A5 CO-0p ploneers As college costs
Al | ! escaluted, the program became more attractive
'-_- | today co-op education 1s a popular way for
by > students to earn tuition money In 1970, 200

participating colleges served 35,000 co-op
nts Now

ws of co-0p Lo more

aver 900 schools offer varnous

vl

who earn more than $1.5 by

Of the more than 50,000

employers, the federal gove
!.ln:l“t In 1976, 4,126 students were imnvolvied

18 ¥ CavruslUSA - Spring

in federal co-op programs; currently, over
11,700 students participate—at undergraduate

and graduate levels, working in every career

field and in many different -,'r-n,:".lpf':- al areas
More than 75 percent of these students get

good federal jobs after graduation

lege and university co-op educatior

depa nts are stafled by pr

contact emplovers and advise st

bitudes and

("arefully mat

terests with

1 the same emplover

percent go on to graguate or 1|r'-|1'r“-~:l'I
schools
Co-0p 15 avarlable at many private colleges
ind universities ns well as most major state
ported schools. but students at many ol

itutions are not aware of all the

these 1nst
benefits. At some schools, many students are

not even aware of the program s existence

1 small commumty colleges to large

prest ¢ American University
Columb ne-Mellon nd the
| Virrs .I "-':! ol :;"'.h!.‘... "".:I » el

ible option. Many schools on Edward B
Fiske's list of “best buys™ (see box i offer co opan
it least one department. Northeaster has the

largest co-op program—>9,600 participating
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