
Editorial— 

Students have right 
to control own fees 

With a little legislative luck, student control over 

incidental fees could be in the (money) bag — despite 
opposition from administrators fearful of student em- 

powerment, 
I .ate last week, the slate Senate Education Commit- 

tee granted a "do pass” recommendation to Senate BUI 
(130. designed to give students more control over inci- 
dental and building fees. SB830. sponsored by Sen. 
I.arry Hill (l)-Springfield) on the behalf of the Oregon 
Student laibby. is said to have an “excellent” chance 
of passing the Senate — where the bill is now headed. 
"Excellent" is the right word for this bill. 

The bill is described as a "clean-up” measure to 

tighten the language governing how student fees are 

processed and appropriated. Currently, there are no 

laws guaranteeing student control over surplus inci- 
dental fees or ensuring building fees are not used for 
non-acadninic auxiliary buildings. It’s time to tighten 
the language and give students a voice in fee alloca- 
tion. 

If passed, SB830 would reroute surplus student fi- 
nances hack into the incidental fee appropriation pro- 
cess, Appropriately, this would prevent higher educa- 
tion officials from diverting student building fees for 
other projects. 

SB830 gained support from several legislators last 
week, including Hep. Jim Edmunson (D-Eugene), a for- 
mer University Incidental Fee Committee member him- 
self. Edmunson pointed out that incidental fees are 

supposed to be used for students—as well they should 
be. After all. students are paying for their educations- 
and for the all of the perks that go along with it. Al- 
though we wouldn’t consider this a perk, student mon- 

ey contributes to administrative salaries too 

SB830 opponent Bill 1-omman, former interim 
chancellor and state system of higher education repre- 
sentative, said higher education officals should control 
student fee appropriation because it is the universities, 
not the students, that levy fees. Perhaps Lemman's for- 
gotten the bill stems partly from the controversy sur- 

rounding former Portland State University President 
Natule Sicuro, who allegedly diverted hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of excess student fees to cover the 
deficit in the school's athletic department. And, per- 
haps, system administrators would rather forget that 
Sicuro resigned in disgrace over these allegations. 

Incidental fees are used to promote the cultural ad- 
vancement and development of students. Who better 
than the students to determine where the fees should 

go? Nobody, we think. And we hope the state legisla- 
ture thinks so too. 

Help might be on way for University halls 
They are the two oldest buildings on 

campus, hut they are also the best loved. As 
symbols of the University, Deady Hall and 
Villard Hall have appeared on letterheads, 
course catalogs and film. 

Unfortunately, that love and veneration 
for these gram! old halls has not always been 
properly shown. Tight budgets over the past 
few years have led to the neglected upkeep. 

Accordingly, Elisabeth Potter of the 
state’s Historic Preservation Office has rec- 

ommended that both Villard and Deady be 
placed on a federal list of endangered build- 
ings that might need emergency financial 
help. 

If Potter's recommendation is enacted, it 
will not be the first time Villard and Deady 
have been federally recognized. In 1977. tin; 
two were placed upon the prestigious list of 
National Historic Landmarks. That achieve- 
ment was quite an honor—the landmark stat- 
us is granted only to "the creme do la creme 

of historic buildings across the nation." ac- 

cording to Potter. 
being placed on the "Section 8" list is 

not something to be so proud of The struc- 
tures here are recognized for having fallen 
into disrepair; it would be a mark that shows 
the state has not taken care of its historical 

landmarks. 
Clearly, the two buildings are worth sav- 

ing. Despite the shape of the trimmings, the 
structures themselves are still solid. And as 

monuments of living history, their founda- 
tions are better yet. If federal funds are nec- 

essary to save them, we’ll have to swallow 
our pride and accept it. 

The Historic Preservation Office has 
been concerned with the fate of the two 

buildings since 1978 when the state Board of 
Higher Education couldn't come up with the 
matching funds that would have allowed the 
University to qualify for federal building res- 

toration grants. 
The burden of upkeep then fell upon the 

over-taxed University, which tried to do the 
best it could with limited means and fund- 
raisers such as the well-publicized Villard 
Hall Centennial in 1986. Still, it hasn’t been 
enough. 

Potter's recommendation is a scolding of 
this neglect. Her “Section 8“ proposal 
would place Villard and Deady on a lower 
priority waiting list for the federal funds. If 
the state doesn’t get the message she is send- 
ing. then Potter will recommend the two 

buildings be placed on the top priority list 
next year. 

Letters 

Library 
Eugene needs a now library 
Libraries are one nl many 

public organizations which 
represent intangible (piaiities 
with which all citizens can 

identify: the police exist to pro- 
ter t. city hall exists to adminis- 
ter, museums exist to enlighten 

and libraries exist to edu- 
cate. Together they form the 
nucleus for communal life; 
they are in fact, tin- very reason 

for the city’s existence. 
The role of architecture is to 

embody these intangible quali- 
ties in buildings which make 
us aware of the value of that 
service to the community. Kach 
of these buildings, then, be- 
comes part of the civic identity 
of that city, and the stronger 
that identity is. the more cohe- 
sive the city Irecomes 

It follows that every public 
building must satisfy one sim- 

ple. vet very important ques- 
tion W ill this projei t contrib- 
ute positively to the ivic iden- 
tity of the city? It is obvious 
that if the architectural mani- 
festation of ,1 public organiza- 
tion is overshadowed by the in- 
terests of a private enterprise, 

then the answer to that ques- 
tion would tie no its poten- 
tial contribution to the (its is 
substantially weakened 

The formation of a positive, 
unique identity for Eugene 
through its pulilii institutions 
must be the driving force be- 
hind the decisions that shape 
the environment in which we 

live. 
The long-term rewards will 

by far outweigh the short-term 
costs: not only resulting in a 

better library, hut in a better fu- 
ture for our city. 

We deserve a better solution. 

Scott Wolf 
Architecture 

For us 
We an- determined to get 

Students for a Progressive 
Agenda off students' backs. Ex- 
cessive rules, burdensome fees 
and Incidental Fee Committee 
spending have combined to sti 
fie individual freedom, penal- 
ize work and destroy incentives 
for educational growth. 

When the young politicians 
of the li t.' try to increase your 
fee burden and spend your 
hard-earned money, they don't 

blame the special interests but 
students' inability to pay. Hut 
then, they always blame stu- 

dents first 
Student assot iations have 

been bribed and blackmailed 
into li t: funds. They have been 
bribed by the temptation of 
much-needed money, and they 
have been blackmailed by the 
thought that other associations 
will get their money, money 
contributed in part by their 
own members. 

Why is it wrong to let stu- 
dents keep more of their money 
and spend it the way they like? 

The University needs a fair 
fee which does not force stu- 
dents to work more for the IFC 
than they work for themselves. 

All of us need to Ire reminded 
that the SPA government did 
not create the associations; the 
associations created student 
government. 

It is our intention to curb the 
size and influence of the SPA 
establishment and to demand 
recognition between the pow- 
ers granted the ASUO and 
those reserved to student asso- 

ciations 
There are more things that 

ian Ik- solved by students 

themselves. if given a chance, 
by student associations that are 

closer to individuals 
For us. all of us. 

Charles Carter 
Student 

Clark/Wyckoff 
Through my involvement 

with student groups on cam- 

pus, I've become awure of the 
wide diversity and incredible 
amount of energy and commit- 
ment that student leaders pos- 
sess. It is unfortunate that these 
resources have gone unrecog- 
nized and untapped by our stu- 
dent government. 

The ASUQ has been run by a 
select few who have taken con- 

trol and responsibility for the 
entire student body, it is time 
to move from a closed, central- 
ized government to a diversi- 
fied. student-responsive and re- 

sponsible administration For 
this reason. 1 endorse Andy 
('lark and Scott Wyckoff for 
ASUO president and vice presi- 
dent. 

The Clark/Wyckoff ticket 
stands for diversification and 
student empowerment. Andy 

('l.irk has concrete experience 
in confronting important issues 
and making changes happen 
right here on campus. He is a 

member of the Council for Mi- 

nority Education, the AIDS 
Task Force and is a residence 
hall assistant. Scott VVyckoff 
has worked on the University 
Relations Council, as a housing 
program assistant and on Ore- 
gon's successful campaign for 
|esse Jackson. 

AIDS, racism. substance 
abuse, violence against women 

and housing concerns are all 
areas where both Clark and 
Wyckoff have worked success- 

fully in creating positive 
change on campus. They have 
demonstrated leadership skills 
and the strength of direct activ- 
ism. 

It is your school and govern- 
ment, you can make the choice: 
direct action or the same old 
rhetoric an open, responsive 
government of the cliquish or- 

ganization of the past. It is time 
for a change in student govern- 
ment Vote Clark VVyckoff. 

Robin Schaefers 
President. Pre-I.aw Society 


