
Editorial 

Nude dancing bill 
should leave stage 

There are some people under the age of 21 who 
have no problem getting into bars They work there in 

(Iregon. ns in most states in the t ountr\ one need only 
he 1H to work as a barroom entertainer 

The entertainment exemption rovers musicians 
and comedians, for example, but it also applies to 

more dubious performers such as nude dancers. 
That may change 

A bill requiring people to Ire 21 years old trefore 
thev can perform unde in a bar passed the House by a 

r»:i-4 vote last week Tire bill, sponsored by Rep. David 
l)ix (1) Kugene). is currently awaiting a Senate vote 

VVe urge that this measure be rejected. 
We assume Dix's measure was entered with the 

best intentions We agree that stripping is an unseem- 

ly perhaps dangerous profession that youth should not 

be encouraged to pursue. We are familiar with the ar- 

gument that pornography leads to violence against 
women. Hut despite all this, we have serious reserva- 

tions w ith the hill 
l- jrst of all. there is doubt over whether the hill is 

t oust Rational There is a clause in the hill, introduced 
In <!arl Ho.sticka (D-Springfield). allowing minors to 

dance nude in “legitimate theater productions Well, 
who's to decide what's legitimate and what's not? 

In Oregon, and arguably at a federal level .is well, 
nude dancing could not he considered legally obscene. 
Therefore, we challenge the stale's ability to regulate 
this form of expression 

Then there is the question of whether it is proper 
lor the state to regulate this behavior by age l)ix says 

It doesn't make any sense that the government i an set 

a minimum alcohol age of 21. but allow nude dancing 
for people under 21 Using that argument, does it 
make sense that other underage performers such as 

musii tans, will still Ire allowed to work in bars? 
The age issue raises other questions. Passage of the 

Dix bill, lor example, would not prohibit 1H- and lo- 
ve. ir olds from posing for nude pit lures It makes no 

sense at all. whether applying Dix's logic or not, that 
we would prohibit the fleeting, alcoholir memory of a 

naked body cavorting on stage while allowing some- 

one to hold an indelible photographic record of the 
event 

Right now. once a woman has reached the age of 
consent (1H). it is assumed that she controls her own 

sexuality (oven that many people are sexually active 
by lit. the age over which women take full responsibil- 
ity of their bodies should not change. The Dix bill in- 
trudes unfairly where government never should, and it 
does so in a haphazard way. 

itr^n EttvirouMtetet 
re® ware 

Agency knowingly imperiled owls' future 
Who speaks (or the endangered spotted 

owls of Oregon? Not the U S. Bureau of 
I .and Management, 

According to a BLM report leaked to a 

Sierra Uluh I.egal Defense Fund attorney last 
week, the bureau has concluded that contin- 
ued logging of the state's old growth forests 
is reducing the spotted owl population every 

year. The report stated that the decline ot 
owl populations may be irreversible, and the 
survival of the species is uncertain. 

What's perhaps most surprising about 
this report is not its findings: the threat old 
growth logging poses to the spotted owl is 
well documented The fact that this report 
was completed almost two yours ago and 
never released is what has sparked a valid 
outcry from environmentalists. 

The BLM has not come up with a believ- 
able excuse for the suppression of this docu- 
ment Nor has it explained why the agency, 
with the knowledge it had. pursued contin- 
ued logging in court which ran against the 
bureau's legal mission and further endan- 
gered the owl 

The BI.M's official position is that the 
agency has enough information to allow 
planned logging in owl habitats without risk 

to tft(» owl. I ms position stanos in comm i 

with these findings from the unreleased re- 

port: 
• The population of 2,400 spotted owls in 

Oregon and Washington is declining at .1 

rate of one to four percent a year. 
• Spotted owls strongly prefer old growth 
forests for their habitats. A pair of spotted 
owls needs 2,200 acres of land. The HI.M 
has set aside only 32,000 acres of the 
316,000 old growth acres it oversees for the 
spotted owl. hogging operations since the 
1800s have cleared out two-thirds of the to- 
tal old growth acres in the state. 
• The logging of old growth lands and the 
disruption it has caused appear to be the ma- 

jor contributor to owl population drops, and 
the damage may be irreversible. 

While the BLM campaign of suppression 
was going on last week, President George 
Mush, self-proclaimed environmentalist, 
took the position that the spotted owl should 
not be placed on the federal endangered spe- 
cies list. Does anybody at the federal level 
speak for the spotted owl? Apparently not. If 
this trend continues, the silence that per- 
vades halls in Washington will also reign in 
the old growth forests. 

Letters 

All that jazz 
!o Harrs Starr ami Hert Trythi 

(OOF. April 4): 
I think the profound weirds of 

the hip-hop hand Stetsasomc 
pretts n)U( h sum up what I 
want to say I quote the song 
"All That jazz" 

l.it's That's whim vou hide 
the truth It's whrn vou talk 
morr ja//. than proof Anti w him 
\ou Hr mill address some 

(/ling Von don't know It's so 

w luu k (hut it 's bound to show 
and 
Well I heard talk is 

cheap-'and like beauty, talk is 

lust skin deep 
and 
It s important to remember, 

though What vou reap is what 
vou sow, I'alkin' all that jo/./. 

Robert Hartsock 
Leisure studies and services 

Alternatives 
My name is Dalnne Lovie. 

and I am a candidate for Stu- 
dent Senate seat No. 3. I am 

deeply committed to a student 
aovernment that is open and re 

sponsive !u tin' students' 
nerds I have a strong l><n k 
ground in liberal arts and sin 
deni ai liv ism. and I am conli 
dent that I ran give you tile 
strong representation you dr 
serve 

I would like to share ssitli 
you my primary goals for the 
coming year I will work to al- 
leviate the overt rowded class 
rooms that have affet ted so 

many of us There also have 
hern many violations of the 
dead week and finals week 
polii ies I will see to it that stu- 
dents are educated about their 
rights and that these policies 
are strictly enforced In addi- 
tion. I believe that alternatives 
in ethnic and gender studies 
should be expanded, lor educa- 
tion is the key to decreasing the 
amount of verbal and physical 
violence against women and 
people of color 

1 also would like to express 
my support ol all candidates 
who have been endorsed by 
Students for a Progressive 
Agenda (SPA). SPA will work 
to protect your rights and to 

improve the overall learning 
environment at the University. 
Please become a< live in the de- 

isiim m.ik.mg prwess by ( ast 

mg sum b<)llot this spring t his 
is your opportunity to make 
your voice heard. anti together 
we tan truly affect positive 
hangi' .it our l 'niversity 

D.ilene l.ovie 
ASt () anilidati' 
Student senate :i 

Nude dancing 
Kup David L)ix has spoil 

son'll a hill that would r«*«juir«* 
nude dancers in Oregon to he at 
least years old (ODK, April 
:t) lie thinks that the minimum 
drinking age should naturally 
lead to a minimum age for 
nude dancing, lie asserts the 
government's right to regulate 
certain behaviors by age. 

Why is this form of age dis- 
crimination tolerated? What 
(an we expect in the future? 
Will people have to be 2\ be- 
fore they can buy birth control? 
Before they can publish opin- 
ions without censorship from 
school boards? Before they can 

think without someone elses's 
permission? Before they can get 
drafted? Oh. I forgot. Congress 
doesn’t think 18 is too young 

for that 
Maybe some behaviors 

should be regulated by age, 
sut h as driving, drinking, and 
running the country: but age 
discrimination is going too far. 
Who has discovered that 21 is 
the magic age when children 
suddenly become adults and 
should Ire first granted their 
rights!1 Some of the “adults" 
who make the laws should get 
certain priorities in order. The 
Constitution is more against 
age discrimination and oppres- 
sion than nude dancing, and so 
am I 

Alice Berry 
Kugene 

Natural assets 
I wish to clear up the miscon- 

ception that the article on the 
Riverfront Research I’ark ap- 
peal perpetuated (Ol)K. April 

4) I have consistently been a 

supporter, not an opponent, of 
the building of a research park 
associated with the University 
My appeal is based strictly on 

the belief that the proposed 
uses of that part of the Research 
Park which lies north of tin- 
railroad tracks and east of the 
Millrace outlet violate the Wil 
lametta Greenway criteria es 

tablished by the city of Kugene 
and the state of Oregon 

li we at the University cannot 

protect our own valuable natu 

ral assets, open spaces and re 

creational facilities, how can 

we expect to protect ancient 
forests, the North Slope of 
Alaska, or even more remote 

tropical rain forests in Borneo. 
Brazil or the Congo. We must 
act locally as well as think glo 
bally. 

Al IJrquhart 
Geology Department 
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