
Miller wants speed 
to pay city's bills 
Six months ago. the Eugene Police Department 

adopted a new motto: "Preserving Citizens Rights. 
Lives and Property." Nowhere in this credo does it 

mention scoring a few bucks for the city. 
Hut last month. Eugene Mayor |eff Miller proposed 

expanding thee ity’s police traffic team by adding three 
officers and two part-time file c ierks The cost of this 
expansion would be covered ami then some — by 
the extra i itations issued by the enlarged force 

Miller has made much of the sudden disregard lor 
basic rules of the road that has mysteriously afflicted 
automobile drivers in these parts It seems that we 

have all forgotten the- simple things, like stopping for 
red lights. 

We c ertainly haven't seen Eugene's streets turning 
into something from Death Nine 2000. but we did no- 

tice that the city hopes to net a tidv $.’<•}. SflO through 
the expansion and the- expected 'at perc ent inc rease: in 
traffic tickets it will bring. 

Expanding the traffic patrol will cost the citv 
$1 r«:t.(NH) annually. the y.Otti) Irnllii tic kets written by 
the- three new police- officers is expected to tiring in 
$1H7.!><>() a year 

\IiIIit exaggerates in»* seriousness 01 minor mum 

offenses to envoi the c ity's monetary interest in the 
iimlter I'olic e off it eis clerlir ated only to finding motor- 

ists committing minor infractions certainly could turn 
in .1 large list of offenders (yvho of us out there is .1 per- 
fei I driver?), hut the live of fir ers 1 urrettflv on |>atrrrl do 
an adequate job maintaining order on the city's streets 

In plain terms, under the expansion laigene will 
Iks,nine a speed trap It's <1 well-known tflc tic nssoc.iat- 
ed v\ itlr small low ns and big poln e offic ers as .t way to 
bilk unwary motorists and pad the town s treasury. 
I lie 1 ily 's liberal atmosphere doesn’t deserve tins rod- 
him k mentality 

I'o our mind, the creation ol revenue lor a city 
should not he a priority of a police tone That duly 
properly belongs to taxation bureaus, the police force 
has more important problems to lake up its time 

The speed trap raises other ethical questions as 

well Is there a 1 outlie I of interest in having our polic r 
fnt sale7 Is it proper to generate "criminals" out of oth- 
ervv ise res pec table 1 it i/.eiis who pay twice with fine’s 
and highci insuranc e premiums to put money in 
city 1 offers7 As .1 means of taxation, is the trattic e ila- 
Iic 111 a Ian and equitable system? 

()m aiiswci to tin- lust question is 'yes.' the sec 

mid and thud are both "no Millet should drop the 
planned expansion <1! the 11.1111 r hirer 
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Skeptical voters balk on overdue library 
For now. well have to live with it where 

it is The library is staying put. 
Hut it is unfortunate that mail-in voters 

chose Tuesday to reject — and by a large 
margin the proposal to build a new public- 
library as part of a downtown office tower to 

he constructed by I’ankow Development Co. 
The cost of building the library would 

have been paid for through the property tax- 

es generated by tin; office tower and other 
reserve funds of the downtown urban renew 

al district. On paper, therefore, the library 
would have been self-supporting. 

The voters, however, had enough con- 

cerns about what happened it Hankow dido t 

pull its weight The library rejection comes 

despite the "100 percent support" of Eu- 

gene Mayor h‘(! Miller 

It also comes despite the fact the li- 
brary s < urrent West 1 tth Avenue location is 
now wholh unsuitable 

Clearly, something has to be done Hut 

opponents of the proposed library success- 

fully shot the measure down by attar king its 
attachment to .1 private business concern 

and the complicated finances involved in 

building it The marriage of an office com- 

plex and a public library in sut h a fashion is 

a very new idea that has been tried in only a 

few cities in the country. 
Although we’d like to assume Eugene is 

also such a forward-thinking community, 
the library proposal didn’t sit well with 
those concerned about where the money 
would come from. The proposed library 
would have been an experiment, and critics 
argue that Eugene can't afford to experiment 
right now. 

But this experiment was the very beauty 
of the library proposal. If Eugene is to have a 

library worthy of it. a creative solution must 

he found. Miller admits. “We don't have 
any money to build a library. That's the 
point I was trying to get across" in support 
of the proposal. 

The mayor is right on this issue. The 
failure of the library proposal should not be 
the end of the matter, however. Perhaps 
there is another ingenious way to solve the 
city's library woes. 

The Pankow tower project itself will go 
ahead: the building is to be located at the in- 
tersection of West Eight Avenue and Olive 
Street It might be a couple of floors shorter 
than previously planned Now, work also 
must continue on efforts to relocate the li- 
brary Supporters must stay in the hunt for a 

means. 
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Inconsistent 
(!ary Stephens oinplnins 

that he is tired ut hearing mis 

ol mi ial .mil scMi.il disi riinin.i 
turn, and that lie believes the 
all.ii k on Mvrnu ltnlili was lim 

tivated by frustration over a 

parking plane and untiling 
more (()l)H, \l,ir< li 8). 

Ilis conclusion is inconsis- 
tent with the fai I that the same 

man attar hod Ms Ifnbb on two 

separate m asions. and appur 
enllv knew enough about her to 

be waiting for her the set ond 
time While Ms llobli de 
scribed the man as of Furo- 
Amerii an bai kground Mr Sle 

phens said bis skin was "as 
dark as tiers 

It is suspect when someone 

describing himself as a witness 
In an ini ident does not report 
what be knows to the proper 
authorities when such informa- 
tion is sought from the publu 
but instead accyses the victim 
of fahrii ating the im ident Mr 

Stephens puppets some of tin- 
last outrageous sentiments ol 
Konald Keagan when he states 

groups like NASI need 
incidents like tins to capitalize 
on to instill the tear of rai 

ism so kev to their existence 

Ami tin1 wotklw iilr lew lsh on 

spirals in.nli' up tin- Holocaust 
in onlur to garner world svmpa 
thy 

Mr Stephens magnanimous 
l\ out udus that liu dous not 
t undone thu "very abusive 
liehavmr anti racial deroga 
turn" the man displayed to 
ward Ms Hobh. but continues 
to trivialize the incident in 
terms of rat nil or sexual tlis 
crimination “Racial deroga- 
tion" is racism, Mr Stephens, 
and until we can all tome to 
the coni lusion that there is 
zero tolerance lor racism on 

this campus. I hope you'll con 

limit? to hear a whole lot more 

about it 

Marlene Drencher 
Kugene 

Faith 
What are we here for? I’m re 

spending to Hurt Tryba's letter 
Pulsar" (OOF March li) I can 

t onfiilunllv sav I am a ( In is 
tian \ntl I know this it is 

impossible to prove that Hod 
exists 

Hut we as humans are impel 
let t We make life easier with 
advanced mat limes and then 

pollute our oun planet uitli 
GO, And d hi' diu m an m 

dent. am we really in total con 

trol of our own destiny '1 It is. 
also, impossible to trv and 

prove there is no ( aid 
You ran sa\ "look at the fos 

sil record." and 1 would sav 

Pasteur proved water molei tiles 
suddenly liecome one-cell life 
forms The stars may come 

from one point ltd billion years 
a^o. but there is this burning 
question — "How can some- 

thing come from nothing 
Quantum mechanics won't 

help us understand an infinite 
God in our three-dimensional 
world Hut lie still became 
flesh (three dimensions) as Je- 
sus Ghrist The answer is to ac- 

cept Him is Lord He demon- 
strated God's love for us. il we 

will just accept it 

Kvery answer science un- 

covers leaves two new ques 
lions God's infinite wisdom 
provided that we c annul prove 
or disprove I lis existent e 

that depends on taith 
Mr John Glayton spent more 

than five years trving to dis 
prove God He finally decided 
there uas too much design in 
the universe to be an act ident 
To Hert and anyone looking for 

|s< ientilic) answers (iod loves 
you Maybe by studying His 
creation, uni'll see how mag 
nifii ent He is' 

Curtis Handle 
History/Knglish 

Old growth 
The rei ent environmental 

((inference held at our law 
school triggered many emotion- 
al thoughts within my mind. 
As a lifetime Oregon resident, 
the issue over protecting our 

ancient forests struck me us one 

of paramount concern. I have 
seen the leftovers and remnants 
of Oregon's intense lugging on- 

slaught firsthand on hundreds 
of trips to our coast and Cas- 
cade Mountains Unless one 

knows where to look, all one 

will find are clearr.uts and sec- 

ond-growth timber. 
Throughout Western Oregon, 

old-growth forest has become 
the exception, where, before 

K uro pea n settlers arrived, it 

had been the rule. Now, it is es 

timated. only ti lt) percent of 
what once was ancient forest 
still is ancient forest. Today the 
majority of the pristine ancient 
forests lie on land controlled by 
the Forest Service — public 
land. The vast majority of the 

hi# trees that had been on pri- 
vate land are long gone 

What makes me so angry is 

that the timber industry wants 
to continue to rape, de-nude 
and destroy an increasing per- 
centage of our old-growth heri- 

tage! The real crime is that the 
government is letting them do 

just that. 
The timber industry has tak 

en a lion's share of a public re 

source. 1 say that they’ve al 
ready cut an unfair portion. Let 
the loggers be happy with the 
90 percent they’ve already tor 
ever taken from us 

Andrew Swanson 
Kiologi 
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