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Editorial

Beta’s behavior not
wanted at University

In the early morning hours of Jan. 15, 1989, 30 Fugene
Police Department officers were dispatched to the alleyvway
between the University's Beta Theta Pi house and the neigh-
boring Chi Psi vard and fire escape balcony. Arriving at the
melee, involving 35-40 people, officers discovered numer
ous broken beer bottles, broken windows., about 10
fisticuffing men and several intoxicated fraternity men
one of whom was arrested and charged with being a mino
1N POSSESsion of alcohol

And now the question that arises: Why did University
President Paul Olum, who was sel to revoke the Beta's char
ter after this most recent incident, decide against it?

As Olum himself noted in a letter drafted 10 the brothers
and pledges of the Beta Rho Chapter of Beta Theta Pio he
was “'deeply disturbed by the news of the recent outhreak of
violence a fundamental breach of trust which (violated)
the understanding reached between the Betas and the Ui
versity about .||l|‘|r|.|l|ll' behavior for social fraternities at
the University, ™

True. this one particular incident is probably not worthy
of revoking the Beta's charter. But considerning the Beta's
past indiscretions and the fact they were held at o higher
level of responsibility than the Chi Psi’s for last month's act
of violence, they should be disassociated from the Universi-
Iy

As a matter of past indiscretions, perhaps what sticks in
most people’s minds is last spring’s lawsuit against the Beta
Theta i fraternity and two other defendants. The trial cen
tered on an incident from Oct. 27 and 28, 1984, which
plaintift Robert Seyler contended lelt him suffering from
abrasions, lacerations, contusions, humihation. mental an
guish, extreme emotional distress, alcohol poisoning. hypo
thermia and incarceration

According to testimony, the Betas and their party guests
of the evening were angry with Sevler for his part in selling
them diluted cocaine. Sevler then paid for his mistakes as
the Betas allegedly forced him to drink alcohaol, beat him
robbed him, spat and vrinated on hum and then abandoned
him naked and unconscious (with a jacket covering his up
per torso] on the front lawn of the Alpha Phi sorority

I'he jury's verdict found the Heta tratermity guilty of
neglivence and former Beta President Greg Halverson and
former University student and football playver Richard Geiser
guilty of assault

Surely the October 1984 and the January 1989 incidents
charter. But
now add the numerous phone calls, letters and personal ac
counts given to Emerald staff members in the past week con
cerning the overall behavior of Beta members

are enough reason to revoke the fraternity

We'd like to think that what we've heard are rumors
halt-truths, hearsay, varn-spinning and the hike But consid
ering the diversity of sources, from University students to
retired business and community leaders, and considering
the Beta's tried-and-true. unseemly and disgracetul behay
ior, we have to give some credence not only to what we've
been told, but to what some stalt members have witnessed
in their own right

And apparently, we're not the only ones who would
like to see the Betas kicked off campus. Members of other
Greek houses have vorced their disgust at the Betas and the
embarrassment of having them included in the Greek svs
tem. Former Beta members have done the same

Unfortunately though, the Betas have shipped through
the system again, and will maintain their ties with the Umi
versity.

As a result of January's incident, both the Beta Theta Pi
and Chi Psi fraternities have received disciplinary action
from the Interfraternity Council, the IFC Tribunal, the vice
provost for academic support and student services, the act
ing assistant dean of students and student conduct coordi-
nator and the president’s office

Appropriately, the Betas have been banned from rush
ing and pledging activities until winter term 1990, 1 sup-
pose our next question is why would anyone want to pledge
the Beta house anyway?

Olum also has made clear that should the Betas (be
found to) violate the student conduct code or other reason-

able standards of civilized behavior at any time during the

next three years — through the winter term of 1992 Olum
or his successor will revoke their charter

We admit some stiff penalties have been leveled against
the Beta Theta Pi fraternity as a result of the Jan. 15 melee,
and from here on out the Betas will be walking a pretty thin
line. But if Olum is hoping the Betas will do “all that is ne
essary to turn (themselves) into something approximating
gentlemen, ' he shouldn't hold his breath. And he certainly
should have revoked their charter when the opportunity was
presented
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Jetfrev A, Hawkins
Eugene

Beta scarred

Dan't expect me o shed a
tear for the frat brats who got
little more than a spanking for
their interdraternal rumble |
hived next door to the Beta boys
for several vears and have plen-
tv of battle scars from the con
tinuous  wars  they  waged
agaimst mv house and others

throw him and his cart of pos
sessions into the Millrace sew
e hist o insulte and as
satlts could go on and on. Does
it sound hike 'm bitter? You re
damn night. How many times
can the Beta bovs go through
the fraternity kangaroo court
betore the University communi
ty decides that the Beta house
should be abolished?

Tim Ingalsbhee
Student

El Salvador

'he current events surround
ing the 175 supported war in
El Salvador have reached a crit
il point

In support of the “moderate””
Christian Democrat government
under Jose' Napoleon Duarte,
the 11.S has poured over $3 6
billion into this dirt poor coun
try resulting in 70,000 people
dead and hundreds of thou
sands left homeless or in exile
Our policy of “low-intensity
warfare™™ against the Salvado
ran people is seen as a disaster
from all sides of the conflict

I'wo: sending in U1.S. troops
to “crush’ the people-support
e FMLIN  opposition.  Even
those in the Pentagon realize
that this would mean another
war like we had in Vietnam.
something our country would
rather not experience again

Fhiree: work for a negotiated
and peaceful end to this horrid
war. one that would create an
environment for free and truly
democratic elections. The re-
sult would be a victory for both
the majority of the Salvadoran
people and the North American
Citizen whose tax dollars
have funded this “dirty little
war. "’

The time to act i1s now!

President Bush has not vet
come out publicly with his fu-
ture policy towards El Salva-
dor. We, as concerned citizens
and students, need to let him
and our congress know that the
only reasonable option is the
third one mentioned, a negoti-
ated end to this United States
supported war

Kver Wiltshire
LIO/UES Sister University
Project

of others.

Letters Policy

The Emerald will attempt to print all letters con-
taining comments on topics of interest to the Univer-
sity community. Comments must be factually accu-
rate and refrain from personal attacks on the character
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