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Emerald article misses mark, confuses subject 
By Lyllye Parker 

"Children support mother's 
efforts." an article published in 

_Commentary_ 
the Keb 2 Emerald, truly 
missed the mark! The article 
was written about me. and I am 

still asking myself. "Why?" 
When contacted by (he re- 

porter to do this interview I 
was told the fix us would lie the 
NASI’ Award I received in !)<• 
cember Needless to sav. the ar 

tide didn't have this fix us nor 

did it support the headline 
"Children support mother's ef 
forts In mv opinion, it was 

just a series of paragraphs put 
together haphazardlv in order 
to till space m tile paper 

There are those who will 
read these words and think i 

am a very ungrateful person, at 
ter all. not every student gets 
space in the Emerald and cer 

tainly not many students of col- 
or This may be true However, 
as a student of color, as with 
any student. I want to be pre- 
sented in a clear, clean manner. 

This article allowed its audi- 
ence to know that I was a spe- 
cial admit student to the Uni- 
versity under the five percent 
program, and then went on to 

say two paragraphs later that I 

qualified for the program be- 
cause I was a first generation 
college student, a single par- 
ent. and because 1 was econom- 

ically impoverished 

These qualifications will get 
you into the Educational Op- 
portunity Program, whit h nom- 

inated me for the NASP award, 
but they would hardly open the 
door to admissions for any- 
body Like any other student 
admitted under the five |>en ent 

program. I had to petition for 
acceptance, and prove 1 would 
be a worthy student 1 am 

proud of the fait that winter 
term mv freshman year I made 
the Dean's last and qualified 
for Alpha I-ambda Delta, the 
freshman honor sin ietv 

I take full redi! tor m> at a 

demii standing here at the I’m 
versilv: not one instructor gave 
me grades because 1 was a 

hi.ii k woman, a single parent, a 

poor woman, or an older slu 

dent However. I do share my 
success with the Educational 

()pportunit\ Program and the 
rest of m\ support group EOF 

supplied me with tutors mv 

first two years in ollege and 
tutors are still available to me 

.is needed This l\ pe of support 
was extremely important to me. 

since I had lieen out of the at a 

demii arena for twenty-two 
years Tutoring is not the only 
support EOF offered me as a 

partii ipant in the program: 
however, it is the one phase of 
the program I took most advan- 

tage of. 

This is not meant to he an ad- 
vertisement for EOF. even 

though I would strongly sug- 

gest that anyone who qualifies 
should take advantage of this 

.Letters 
Freshmen 

In response to t!ii“ letter "lie 

Idiots," by Mr Vaneev Kail, 1 
would like to defend inyselt 
I'm really sorry that your car 

was denied by a "mob" ol 
snowball throwers 

Yes, it was unfaii. uni ailed 
tor, and an extremely juvenile 
act; however, your atlai k on 

freshmen was unforgivable and 
certainly unwarranted ()l all 
the people residing in the 
dorms, not .ill are freshmen 
Also, not all lack in intulli 
gence (as you say) Your gener- 
alizations are rude and lack 

support; granted some fresh 
men were present and part it: i- 

putt'd, out that dot’s not mean 

every one there was .1 freshman 
or .in idiot 

"Freshmen idiots:"' I think 
that is <1 highly unjust label tor 

first vear college students like 

myself I apologize tor being .1 

freshman (which ohviousK is 

ei|uiv.ilent to lat king inlelli 

Retire ). hut we have to start 

somewhere Not all freshmen 
.1 ru worthless; some are even 

more involved, concerned and 
const ientious than some upper 
classmen I hope volt tan find 
it in vour heart to apologize for 
hum insulting generalizations 
amt labeling. 

Tanya (i.iss 
Freshman 
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program It is merely a state- 
ment that I took advantage of 
my opportunity ter utilize this 
organization, and was success 

fill in my efforts, and they 
deemed me worthy of nomina- 
tion for this award I take pride 
in Irving the only student from 
Oregon who was i.hosen to re 

reive the NASI’ award, not 
only Ikm ause it will look good 
on m\ resume, but because it 

gives mill h deserved recogni- 
tion to I t )|’ and the people who 
run it 

1 am proud of my accom- 

plishments here at the t imer 

sity, and hope that 1 can Ih> a 

role model for other black stu 
dents as well as other older stu 
dents who art* thinking about 
entering the academic setting 
after many years of absence I 
have taken this stand of indig- 
nation against the Kmerald he 
cause in my opinion the artii In 
about ini' lacked substance In 
the words of the little old lady 
on the Burger king commer- 

cials a few years bar k. 
"Where's the beef?" I'his has 
to Im> one of your worst efforts 
at presenting the fa< Is. and as 

the woman who granted the in 

lerview I am vary disappointed 
It must have Imsmi a had night 
for your editor 

Editor's \'ote: The Emerald 
acknowledges the story on 

I.yllve Parker that ran Teh 2 
was inadequate in its explana- 
tion of her an omplishments. 
w hn li are notable 

The editor has met with Park 
or. offered this forum lor re 

spouse and explainetl the star\ 
was In no means intendeil to 

damage Parker's reputation or 

stereotype her The Emerald re 

grets a in misunderstanding 
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