
Editorial 

Baseball makes a hit 
with black NL chief 

In the fight against its own good ol‘ boy tradition. Base- 
ball officialdom earns a congratulatory tip of the cap. With 
last week's hiring of Bill White .is National League Presi- 
dent. the durable ogre of white domination in upper-eche- 
lon baseball positions has balked. 

The selection of White who liecomes the highest 
ranking biac k offic ial in professional sports moves propo- 
nents of equal hiring practic es to a symbolic first base 

Arguably, the naming could be critic i/.ed as symbolic 

only But while the presidency of the* National league 
stands .is little more than a figurehead position, symbols 
play a large and lasting ride* in the leadership of any great, 
just movement. After all, Jackie Robinson is less remem- 

bered for his baseball prowess than lor his symbolic part in 

sports history as the game's first black 
Equally symbolic the search committee that offered the 

job to White was headed by Los Angeles Dodger President 
Peter O'Malley the man who fired Al Campanis nearly 
two years ago. 

For those uninitiated. Campanis was the Dodgers' \ ice 

President for Player Personnel who told led koppel on 

Nightline that by nature blacks may be inc apable of han- 
dling executive positions As surely as the new National 
league President will stand as a symbol for the advance- 
ment of baseball's mentality out of the* backwoods, c irca 

1950. Campanis (in spite of whatever good In* may have 
done before he* made his remark) will stand as a symbol of 
the type of remarkably ignorant thinking abhorrent to 

people of color. 
Further, and subtly more important, baseball itself is the 

most symbolic of sports, representative of the colorful glory 
and grace of America at its best. Baseball truly is a sport that 
draws patriotic: and nostalgic memories from a shared well- 

spring of American childhood lilac ks. as usual, have been 
excluded from this American dream by baseball's failure to 

open the* door of upper-ec helon opportunity So the symbol- 
ism of the move to do so is decidedly important. 

Best of all. regardless of color. White is the best man for 
the job. Had a less qualified man been named, critics and 
gladhanders alike naturally would have been labeled bigots 
on different sides of the* entire issue* But White knows and 
loves the game of baseball, partic ularly the* National League*, 
as well as any man alive. 

While great policy changes arc* unlikely during White's 
corning reign as National League chief, his hiring should 
lead the* way for others frustrated by the kind of subtle but 
destructive attitudes predominant in sports 

We welcome the naming of the new National League 
President, but we would like to do so with a word of cau- 

tion: Look for baseball officialdom to wave its new National 
League c hief like* a flag of indignant liberation, especially in 
the fac e* of any criticism of future prejudices. Symbols, like 
everything else, can he misinterpreted and misused. The 
minority population demands equality, not tokenism We 

hope thcr baseball hierarchy stands behind its c lain) to c lean 
up our national pastime. 

Black History Month aims 
to undermine oversights 

As is tlio case with every other intellectual pursuit in 

the world, history demands objectivity A good historian 
proceeds with an openniinded hunt for the truth However. 
American truth has proved somewhat elusive to compilers 
ot history texts. American historians have done little for the 
health ot the American mind 

Although Feb. -t marks our entrance into National black 
History Month, blacks cannot he considered the only group 
with a gripe. As Knglish professor Kd (loleman points out. 

many Americans have been denied the blood shed by their 
ancestors. Chinese Americans. Japanese Americans, and of 
course, Native Americans have been overlooked bv the pre- 
dominately white-slanted productions of America's ivor\ 
tower of history propaganda. 

Observance of black History Month offers our country a 

forum through which public awareness and sensitivity 
might be raised As whites currently represent the majoriU 
in this country, little attention has been given to oversights 
in history, but history, among other things, is the science of 
accountability. America must he held accountable for its tra- 

ditions of flagrantly oppressing minorities And we, the de- 
scendants of the oppressors and the oppressed, should Mil- 
ter the opportunity of witnessing our heritage with ryslal 
larity. 

History accurate history will introduce our descen- 
dants to an America with truth, not myth, as the cement of 
its foundation Myth may serve moviemakers; ac< ura< v 

serves historians 

aaB”—r ATTENTION^ 
NICARAGUANS! 

TIGHTEN 
YOUR 

BELTS!! 

Letters- 
Mob hysteria 

I-ist night, l-'eh t. while 
goofing around in the snow 

nr.ir our dorms, some friends 
ami I slopped to st.ire in amaze 

ment at a group of more than 
100 students who were assault 
ing ars as they passed on Ag- 
ate Street 

At first, this seemed amus- 

ing. hut soon, we realized that 
it was not all in fun After hear- 
ing people veil obscenities 
from every side, we noticed a 

trui k had been stopped and the 
tail end was forced off of the 
road, into a pole The driver 
stepped out and the ( alls grew 
louder and even more filled 
s\ ill) hatred 

"Heat him tip. he's only one 

guy!" 
I ill the true k with snow!” 

Thev called him every name 

and threatened him 
rhankfully he walked away 

for .1 few minutes (while he was 

gone, they attempted, unsuc- 

cessfullv. to overturn the 
trui k) lie returned in the midst 
of continuing harassment and 
got into his trie k Many people 
did not want to let him loose 
bet ause thev weren't satisfied, 
hut he did get away As we 

made our wav hat k home, we 

could still hear cries of malice 
from those who wanted more 

I his night began w ith the e\ 

itement of the snow and of 
sharing it with friends We did 
hase lots of fun. Hut I'm suits 

lor the unfortunate ones ss ho 
ssere caught in that mob's hvs 
ten.i 

Annie Barron 
Student 

Insensitive 
The 'ii tii It* on I .vllye Parker 

in the Thursday, leb. 2 laner- 
,ilii was awful on two main 
ounts l-'irst. it was incoherent 

It looked as it It It.Ill lieeti 
hopped bv an editor until the 

onniii.il foi'iis was completely 
lost The impulse to write the 
artu le must have been the 
award Irom the Northwest As 
sor lation ot Spei i a I Programs 
she won in December for set 

tiny* an example ot academic 
at hievement and overt outing 
ohstai les You cannot tell that 
from the artu le 

Second be< a use the reason 

for her being the subjec t of the 
artic le was lost, the artic le pre- 
sents something dangerously 
near to a rac ist slereotvjie. as 

though older, black, poor, sin- 

gle mothers make news just by 
surviving at the- University. 
Perhaps they should, but l.yllye 
is not alone in doing that, even 

at the University, l.yllye has 
done much more: She- is the 
only person from Oregon to 
win the1 NASI* Award this year, 
she has made the Dean's list, 
she won the Go I da Parker 
Wickham scholarship last May. 
and these awards come as rec- 

ognition for real accomplish- 
ments in the face of formidable 
obstacles The article lost track 
of her accomplishments, and 
the result is at the least insensi- 
tive to those. It may also be in- 
sensitive to her race in leaving 
the impression that her rac e is 

what got her in the paper 
This may lac the1 result of 

poor writing, poor copy edit 
ing. sc rambling to meet dead- 
lines. thoughtlessness at the 
news desk, the result was still, 
despite* any excuses, incoherent 
and insensitive 

|ohn W. Powell 
Services coordinator 

Kduc ational Opportunities 
Program 

Euphemisms 
Ac c circling to Mosby's Medi- 

cal dictionary, induced abor- 
tion is the intentional termina- 
tion of the hie of a fetus who 
could not survive outside of the 
womb Unfortunately there is 
no physiological demarcation 
c I,cubing the length of incuba- 
tion needed lor a bain to sur- 

vive- if born. This steadily dc- 
c reusing period of time is mere- 

ly a reflection of our tec hno- 
logical capability At present, 
we are able to save premature 
babies born before the twenty- 
fourth week In the generations 
to come younger and younger 
premature* babies will survive, 
thus further c louding the nebu- 
lous distinc tion between what 
soc ietv deems "murder" and 

what it refers to .is "abortion." 
It necessarily follows that the 
term "abortion" is only a pres- 
ent day euphemism for the kill 
ing of a nascent human life, 
and should lie viewed as no 

less of an anathema than the 
killing of an equally defense- 
less infant. 

Contrary to Tom Ribe's 
(OOF. Feb 1) commentary sup- 
porting abortion, one need not 
be a member of the "religious 
right" to oppose abortion. One 

only needs to become educat- 
ed. 

(•rant Searles 
Senior, biology 

Wind chilled 
Concerning Dan Williams' 

decision not to close school Fri- 
day (Feb.3) — Dan. what were 

you thinking? 1 braved the 
wind chill factor and snow in 
my Oregonian attire like many 
of my fellow students only to 
find that half of my classes had 
been canceled. Tell me, Mr. 
Williams, did you walk about a 

mile to campus to find that 
your office would be opened 
and closed periodically 
throughout the day and that 50 

percent of your day would be 
spent waiting around for it to 

open? 
This is comparable to the sit- 

uation that faced all students 
who came to school on Friday 
And what about the students 
who couldn’t get to classes at 
all because it was too danger- 
ous? Too bad for them, eh? 
They didn't want to risk their 
safety so they'll just have to be 
behind. Now there's a gooil ad- 
ministrative decision, punish 
those who live off-campus and 
don't happen to live near a bus 
stop. Maybe the next time we 

have Arctic weather passing 
through you'll stop and think if 
your decision is best for all stu- 
dents and faculty, or just a per- 
centage 

Sarah Jean Snyder 
Sophomore 

Letters Policy 
The Emerald will attempt to print all letters con- 

taining comments on topics of interest to the Univer- 
sity community. 


