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University goes national 
for AA director search 

University President Paul Olum lias appointed a 10-mem- 
ber committee to begin a national search for a new director of 
affirmative action. 

The application deadline is Feb. 28 
Alison Baker, executive assistant to the president, chairs 

the committee. 
The panel will also include Edwin Coleman, associate 

professor of English; Fredri< Merrill, professor of law; Linda 
king, direr.tor of the Office of Human Resources; ken 
O'Connell, associate professor and head of fine and applied 
arls. |an Oliver, director of the Council for Minority Educa- 
tion; Robert Petit, medical administrator of the Student 
Health Center; Marsha Ritzdorf. associate professor of plan- 
ning. public policy and management; I-auria Rooper. student, 
and kathy VVlttwer. accounting clerk at the Instructional Me- 
dia Center. Wittwer represents classified employees, and Petit 

represents management service employees 
Ads for the position have already lieen placed in the 

Chronicle of Higher Education and in Black Issues in Higher 
Education, and letters announcing the opening have been 
sent to various agencies and institutions, Baker said 

Olum. who retires June 30. asked the committee to coor- 

dinate campus visits ol finalists so that candidates may dis- 
cuss the position with the person named to be his successor. 

Anita Inhnson is the acting affirmative action director. 
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pic ,111(1 people with disabili- 
!ics, Kikholf said 

I lie public needs to he in- 
volved" even i( onh .is .in .in 

dience for tin1 Spei i.il Olym 
pu s s.nd Marin Si hulls, the 
coordinator for Disabilities Ad- 
visory Coalition, an organiza 
turn that provides servit.es lor 

people with disabilities 
Scholls said the piihlii can 

provide response, support and 

apprei iation just In being an 

audience 
Ihe able-bodied need to 

perceive tile disabled as people 
and see that thev share the 
same attributes as them hu- 
mor intelligence, growth, a po 
lenli.il for giving someone 

who might he a good friend." 
Scholls said 

11,ns said she sometimes 
feels uncomfortable when she 
meets a person with a disability 
unlike the spinal cord injtirv 
that a uses her to use a wheel- 
chair. hut she s.n s her aware 

ness is to lie open-minded 
You ai ept your friends 

that don't drink, don't smoke 
and don't go up stairs. I lavs 
said "Kvervbody should he 
able to helong 

History_ 
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about lapanese-Ainerii .ins 

"Sometimes i* difficult for 

people who ( nme from .ill these 
little small towns whose only 
image is seen on TV. or late 
night movies, or through the 

Cosby show." he said. 
In addition. Coleman said 

very few people actually know 
that not all blai ks came to 

America as slaves He said that 
in 17U0. years liefore email! ipa- 
tion. there were more than 
titt.ooo free hi.uk men and 
women who lived in America 

('aria Cary. Council for Mi 
noritv Fducntion assistant di 
rector, said Woodson men- 

tioned in one of his speeches 
that he hoped a time would 
nine when it would no longer 

be necessary to have Ml.u k His 
lory Month in order to remind 
\meric.i of the achievements 
and t ontributions of blacks to 

society. 
Mr noped mm m wouiu oe 

omr .i natural part of educa- 
tion tiiat reflected the diversity 
the culture of America," she 
said. 

('.an said society does not 

give credit where it is due. The 
at hievements of blacks in 

America often go unheeded, 
she said. 

(iarv gave the example of Dr. 
Charles Drew, the scientist who 
discovered how to separate 
plasma from blood Despite his 
contributions and the many 
lives Drew saved through his 
work, he bled to death in 1 ‘150 
outside a whitesmith hospital 
in North Carolina that, ironical- 
ly. would not give him blood 
because he was black. 

"Of course, we know that we 

would not have a White House 
if it were not for Benjamin 
Bannekers memory she said. 

Blueprints for the White 
House were burned and lost 
forever, but Banneker. who had 
a photographii memory, re- 

drew the plans from his recol- 
lection of the original plans 

She said that Woodson's 
original dream can be accom- 

plished "if we could start 

thinking of Blai k Iiistorv 
Month being an expression of a 

partic ul.tr significant e ot him k 
achievement and not the only 
time we celebrate it just 
highlighting what we do the 
rest of the year 
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