
Editorial 

Quayle has yet to 

prove competence 
Thing* are heating up. Well maybe no! in Kugene, bill 

certainly in Lit in America, where Vice President Dan 

Quayle just returned from his firs! diplomatic mission 
and reporters were just waiting for him to screw up 

We have to wonder, whether or not Quayle was assisted 

by airline personnel on tins lengthy flight much as small 
liildren traveling alone often are 

Hut of course, Quayle didn’t need the help of the air- 

lines to make bis connecting flights. After all. be was fol- 
lowed by a hoard of 25 reporters, hoping to catch newspa- 

per fodder 
The very idea that so many reporters were needed to 

cover Quavle's trip is a joke Quayle only was attending the 
inauguration of Venezuela's new president. C.arlos Andres 
Perez, and delivering a human lights message in San Salva- 
dor to two political parties campaigning for a current ele< 
tion. 

Hardly the stuff of whit h hard-hitting investigative jour- 
nalism is made 

No. in this case, the reporters were merely on a "body 
watch" to see if Quayle either did anything newsworthy, 
anything stupid, or just anything at ail 

One would think by now that the curiosity about Quayle 
would have died down. The pre-election fe.irs of Quayle be- 
ing onl\ a heartbeat awav from the presidency, coupled 
with his ai ademii record, his controversial National Cuard 
servii e and his lackluster areer ill Congress, may have been 
forgotten had he been given any responsibility during the 
rei out administrative transition 

Hut Quayle has been conspicuously absent from the 

publii eye since being told he was "no lack Kennedy 
This is. in part, the fault of President Oeorge Bush, who 

has made verv little effort to help Quayle prove himself 
U’hat Quayle needs now are the types of assignments that 
ue an interpret as expressions of confidence in him 

The trip to Latin America could have helped matters, 
had Quayle not been followed by so many waiting for him 
to blow it That is why we still hold our reservations about 
his abilities and that is also why Quavle’s recent jaunt 
was .1 three ring < ire us 

Congress gets rich and 
looks good while doing it 

If .ill KOfs well inrmbi'is of Congress will line) them- 
selves with .1 50 peri eul p.i\ ini reuse for doing absolutely 
nothing but keeping their mouths shut 

This is nothing hut pure "politic ul trickery. .is many 
opponents of the raise have ailed it 

It's also a matter ol shoeldv l.u lies 

Last Thursday. the Senate voted overwhelmingly (05-5) 
to rejec t this at perc ent pav raise, thus throw ing the issue 
ov er to the House Doth c handlers need to rejec t the propos 
al in order to keep it from taking effect Wednesday morning 

While a Wednesday vote has been tentatively sched- 
uled. chances are the House will house not to vote on the 
issue at all And this would sec lire the pav raise* lormcr 
President Reagan recommended and President Ceorge Hush 
endorsed 

In lac I. even further politic al tric kery .ilmumls sine e the 
Senate has hilled the issue The House Democrats are now 

the center of attention and controversy lice ause Speaker |iIII 
Wright, D-Texas, plans to let the raise take eflec I 

W right is planning to hold a subsequent vote to redue e 

the raise to to percent, while banning all outside fees for 

speaking, writing and consulting which is where* the 
Congressmen earn their millions 

Wright's proposal also offers political covering for 
House members Tlu* proposal will allow legislators and 
other top administrators to gel some sort of raise while the 
House can cover itself to scale it li.uk fhey can sav tliev 
voted against the to percent hike; never mind that the 50 

percent increase will then take* effect. 

In essence, our Congressmen an* going to get ric h 
and they’re going to look good while* they're* doing it So 
much for ethic s in government 

Letters Policy 
betters to the editoi must he* limited to no mon- 

th.m Jal) w ords, legible, signed and the idcntifn .uion 
of the writer must he verified when the letter is sub 
mitted. 

K JUST KEEP 
THINKING HOW 
BUSH INSISTED 
IUV6 PERFECT 
FORTHE JOB. 
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—Letters 
Ice idiots 

As I was driving my car 

down University street Feb 1. I 

mu ounteri!(l .1 horde of imma 

ture "Dorm lies." about 1(H) on 

either side of the street Be 
( ause I needed to use the street. 
I proceeded on my way expect- 
ing at least a few snowballs to 
he thrown at my car What fol- 
lowed enraged me and prompt- 
ed this letter to warn other stu 
dents and citizens of Eugene to 

avoid this area until the snow 

is gone 

M\ car was hit several times 
with "Ice balls" that dented 
mv car I Iceing the average <1 r 

owner, stopped to check for 
damage to mv 1 ar Stupid mis 
take! As I opened my door, the 
bombardment continued As I 
got hat k into my t ar and start 
ed to drive ass.is the attackers 
< barged to within It) la feet of 
mv t ar. still throw ing 
snow ic e hells as hard .is they 
could. 

I was under the impression 
that there were more intelligent 
Ireshmen students attending 
the University* this veai This 
sear's freshmen were required 
to have a 1.0 grade point aver- 

age tor entrance to the Univer- 
sity Along with intelligence* 
there is usually respee t tor oth- 
er peoples' property Obvious 
Is there are several hundred 
college freshmen that don't 
oss n their osvu vehicles, other 
svise thes would respect boss 
muc h money and time that 
1 nines svith owning a vehicle 

Upon inspection of my veto 
1 le I found 15 ness dents in my 
car! Although I have talked to 
the l-'.ugene Police Department. 
I will not he able to file a com- 

plaint with them Being a stu- 
dent. I can barely afford liabil- 
ity car insurance Therefore*, 
ms car svill not la* able to be 
fixed! freshman idiots who 
thress snosv ice-halls at 111s car 

and me should he lug enough 
to gise me* a fair snusvhali fight' 
()ne on one! Not 200 on me and 
ms innoc ent c ar 

Vane ey Fall 
Student 

Rifles 
Jeffrey A. Hawkins' letter 

(ODE, |an. 31) defending the 
right of Patrick West to own a 

semi-automatic, assault rifle, 
displays an incredibly callous 
attitude toward the rights of the 
children he murdered and ter 

rori/.ed Come on. Jeffrey, do 
you really believe that the fram- 
ers of our Constitution wished 
to guarantee the right of "an in- 

sane. drug using criminal" to 
own an assault rifle? I doubt it 

Furthermore, se mi-automat 
i< military, assault rifles have 
absolutely no use in the shoot- 
ing sports They are extremely 
inaccurate when compared to 

legitimate sporting rilles. 
whit li negates their use in ei 
tber hunting or target shooting 
They were designed for one use 

to shoot human beings a 

function which they perform 
very effit inntly They are com- 

pletely unnecessary for any 

genuine sporting use 

I have been a hunter for more 

than 1!:> years and I'm tired ot 
so-called "sportsmen" who re 

ite the mindless drivel of the 
National Rifle Association, in 
defense of their desire to own a 

weapon designed to destroy 
human beings It is my opinion 
that these potent weapons serve 

only to titillate some perverse 
need in those who own them 
That's not a constitutionally 
guaranteed right, that's a .symp- 
tom. 

Steve M. Nasset 
Springfield 

Correction 
In the Feb. ti Emerald, an er- 

ror in editing causer! Faharl 
Alzarah's commentary' to call 
Yitzak Shamir the leader of the 
Irgun Tsvai l.eumi movement 
and former prime minister of 
Israel This should have been 
Menachem begin Shamir is 

the current prime minister, and 
Al/.arah identified him as lead- 
er of the 1.KH1 (Stern Group) 
movement. The Emerald re- 

grets the error 

Amazon 

An important school district 
issue is under consideration in 
District 4|. The Superintendent 
appointed a Committee to 

studv overcrowding at Kdison 

Momentary and under enroll- 
ment at Harris. All options in- 
clude moving Amazon students 
to Harris This should be the 
last resort, not the first 

Amazon children are less 
able to locate their parents by 
phone for emergency transpor- 
tation. They would have to 

cross three busy arterials to 

reach school Because ol their 

parents' dependence on alter- 
native transportation, their at 

iess to after-school activities 
will he limited 

Changing boundaries will 
fragment the t’niversity popu- 
lation (children from Hast Cam- 

pus and Amazon attend Kdi 
son Parent students often 
move form Amazon to hast 

Campus, so leaving c hildren in 

Kdison would lessen disruption 
in their lives 

VVliat does this have to do 
with you? Statements have al- 
legedly been made by Commit- 
tee members w hit h. it at urate, 

betray a very troubling attitude 
about students They have re- 

portedly said the Amazon pop- 
ulation is less "stable" thus 
should have a lower priority 
than other community mem- 

bers; Amazon residents do not 

pay property taxes therefore are 

the University's “problem 
This is insulting, ((assist, and 
shortsighted The University is 

the largest employer in Kugene 
Our 1H.500 students contribute 
significantly to the economic 
development in Kugene 

It you would like more infor- 
mation. feel tree to contat t me 

in Suite -1 KMC Public hear- 
ings will be held Keb H. 7 

p in <it Kdison and Keb ‘I, 7 

p in at Ilarris 

Karen Caffney 
ASl () President 


