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The Town Quacker Announces

The University of Oregon Housing
Department is now accepting
applications for the position of

STUDENT MANAGER
ACADEMIC YEAR 1989-90

QUALIF HLJ\TI(JH") Must be a regular
Iy enrollee dent with 'Alu'- © a8 8
Resident Assistant imparable ex

perience as determined bw the select
Must be available to

students and stall during

commitiee

weeknights and weekends Will not
sllowed to hold an outside job

REIMBURSEMENT: Current  Student Managers receive $43193

room and board credit and 3371 .45 as a cash stipend

SELECTION PROCESS: Will begin February 13, and should be
completed by the end of Winter term

MANDATORY MEETING: Thursday. February 9. at 4pn

Housing Office, Walton Hall

APPLICATIONS:Are available at the front desk of the Housing
Office in Walton Hall. Due February 7. 1989, no later than Spn

PEACE CORPS
INTERVIEWS

i Feb. 1 Wednesday &

Feb. 2 Thursday

ALL MAJORS AND DEGREES NEEDED!

j
ol oy 4

Overseas Assignments are two years
in Less Developed Countries.

Now is the time to interview if you want
a placement within the next 12 months!

:'.} Must have completed application at time of inter
2 view. No bids necessary. First come, first serve sign up
2 in room 244, Carcer Planning and Placement Service,

o Hendricks Hall. Call 686-3235 for information or
N scheduling and to plck up an application.

o Peace Corps: “"Sull the toughest job vou'll ever love, "

The World: Get Involved!
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University

Miles of tunnels weave through campus underworld

By Christopher Blair
Emerald Reporter

It's not exactly the dreaded Labyrinth maze ot
incien! Greek myvthology., but the University has an
impressive network of tunnels beneath its lawns and
sidewald

Approximately 3.3 miles of walk-through ser
vice tunnels were buill over a period of more than
10 vears ending in 1972, They hold mainly steam
and water pipes and conduits for electrical wires

I'he tunnels have in the past been seen as a
good place for University students to explore. How
ever, the lack of light and julting bolts and sections
of pipe can be dangerous. Entrances to the tunnels
are locked and access is ordinarily limited to author
ized personnel only

However, Harold Babcock, director of the Uni
versitv's  Physical Plant does occasionally  give
guided “hard hat tours’’ 1o interested students, stafl
ind University backers

It's easy 1o get lost ff vou don’t know wher
VOou re going he said I don't like to Irighten e
{|||- but at the same time | want them to be fright
ened. because | want them to know that thev can get
in here and get stuck or get hurt,”” he said

Most buildings on campus are linked to the tun
nel system through locked doors in their basements

In n‘u'|'|u||| there are two tunnels that run under
Franklin Boulevard and the Millrace. Both are used
sparingly because seepage keeps their floors under
three inches of waler
“We're careful to try to Lr"-[r ]H'Hiu't' out, but 1
make a lot of tours.”” Babcock said, unlocking a tun
nel entrance in the basement of the Student Health
Center. 'l do that primarily to take the mystery oul
of 1t so ]n'lrp]l' don’t tryv 1o get in on their own
“There are so many places to get hurt in them
if (people) don't have hard hats or know where

the light switches are,”" he said

turn the ||_\.:hr'-. oul so |w|r;r[!' know what it's like tc wildlife

be in a really dark area, kind of like being in a mini world
“This would be

tunnel

While the darkness and seemingly chaotic arrar ven'l seen g

A 3.3-mile network of service tunnels sits just four feet beneath the sur-
face of the l/niversity campus. The tunnels were once used as fallout shel-

“Quite often I'l of wires and pipes are dangerous, no threatening

the [niversity's subterranean

a natural place tor rats, but I ha
asses or any droppings,’” Bab

Photo by Andre Ranieri

cock said, adding that has heard of — but has never
seen a few cockroaches in the tunnels. The tun
nels are baited with poison for this reason, Babcock
said

The going along the tunnels is shaky, and duck
ing under pipes that cross the passage at waist level
is often required. The tunnels are constructed of sol
id. usually dry, concrete. Small metal tubes running
along the tunnel's six-and-a-half-foot high ceiling
contain well-insulated wires carrying 12,000 volts

Another potential danger to the average tunnel
explorer is asbestos, which insulates some of the
pipes.

“There's lots of asbestos in the tunnels,”" he
said, patting one of the pipes labeled with intermit-
tent signs warning of the dangers of the cancer-caus
ing material. ''But if you don’t disturb the asbestos
there's no danger to it."’

The tour continued around behind the health
center, through a tunnel three feet under the grass
near the basketball courts. Water was on the floor a
half-inch deep in spots, and Babcock said the tun-
nels are pumped out continuously to free them of
water seeping in from the ground or dripping from
the miles of water pipes.

The pipes ferrying steam to dorms and offices
keep the tunnels hot and humid year round, usually
an uncomfortable 90 degrees or warmer.

The tunnel is blocked off at Agate Street by a
50-foot section of concrete to keep Hamilton and
Bean Complexes separated from the rest of the tun-
nel system. This is mostly for security reasons, Bab-
cock said, citing intermittent locked gates as another
measure designed to keep potential thieves from go-
ing from dorm to dorm.

Back-tracking from the blocked passage, Bab-
cock explained one of the tunnels’ more interesting
purposes: their use in the '40s and '50s as fallout

Photo by Andre Kaniert

ters in preparation for a nuclear attack, but now they are used by Physi-
cal Plant personnel to maintain water, steam and electrical lines.

shelters. The tunnels were stocked with food, water
and medical supplies, to be used by citizens of Eu
gene in the event of a nuclear war
‘The tunnels were here originally for the

pipes.'” he said. " But after World War 11, there were
studies made to find places that could be used as
fallout shelters. What vou want from a fallout shelter
is mass between you and wherever the radiation is."”

Ihe tunnels were a favorable site for a fallout
shelter because they were under four feet of ground
and were lined with concrete, he said. However, in
the early 70s, the food, water
were removed

“The danger seemed to be over, and the feeling
was that if the bombs fell, they'd break these things
up anyway,’ he said

and other supplies

‘There are so many places to
get hurt... if (people) don't have
hard hats or know where the
light switches are.’

-Harold Babcock

As he walked under 13th Avenue and north to-
ward Franklin Boulevard at the end of the tour, Bab-
cock shut off the dim lights along the corridor, and
turned off his flashlight. The darkness was total, si-
milar to conditions that would exist in the tunnels
in a catastrophe.

Babcock said he usually gives tours of the tun-
nels to University backers and staff. An occasional
tour is available to organized groups of students,
however. They must be arranged with the housing
office.

Bosch Authorlzed Service

Gasoline Fuel Injection
Anti-Lock Brake Systems
Diesel Fuel Injection
Electrical Systems
Hybrid Ignition
Electronic Systems
Accessories

BOSCH

SERVICE

@ Tune-ups * Brakes ‘."Iza'.'

Japanese cars also @

1917 Franklin Blvd. Eugene
485-8226
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“NO INITIATION
FEE’" PLANSI

nlimited Aerobics
The Water Machine

niversal Super Circuit

mpilete SpalL.ocker

LOW MONTHLY FEES
LONG TERM CONTRACTS AVAILABLE

OREGON WEST

——FITNESS

Best HOUFS

y Week/g an
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HAIRLOOM

STUDENT
SPECIAL

$2 TANS
Wolff Syste

Specializing in
perm-waving

3443 Hilyard
(across the street from Mazzi's)
343-7159
Open 7 days | Walk.ins welcome

HOURS: M-F Sal Sun
8307 8:306 10.4

CUSTOM MICRO

Application—

824 CHARNELTON EUGENE 4853545

Student and Professional Computer
Systems Configured for Your
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Monday-Saturday 10-5

Tuesday, January 31, 1988
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: Harold Babcock, University Physical Plant director, inspecls a steam valve during a recent tour of
i the service tunnels that run under the University grounds.
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON
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