
_ Forum- 

Military weapons, six-shooters similar in intent 
By Mike Montcvano 

The Inn 25 Emerald editorial 
nn Run control was notable 
both for its lack of tolerance, 
and its lai k of rationality. I oh- 

_Commentary- 

]o< t on two grounds: that it was 

imprint ipled and logically fal- 
lal ions in style, and inaccurate 
and misleading in content 

firstly, the editorial's favor- 
ite form of attack seemed to be 
the use of meaningless catch- 
phrases and pejorative labels 
I bis is the heapesl form of ap 
peal to fears, emotions, and 
prejudii es for example. NRA 
members .ire said to "find 

pleasure in collecting the in- 
struments of death More peo- 

ple die in automobiles each 

year than from guns, vet few 
car collectors think of them- 
selves as collectors of "instru- 
ments of death." Further, non- 

gun owners are "peace-loving 
liberals." while gun collectors 
an- said to exist only to provide 
weapons for "the criminally in- 
sane” to steal 

I consider myself to Ik? a 

"peace-loving liberal." yet I 
see few problems with respon- 
sible gun ownership. And gun 
collectors, if only to protect 
their valuable collections, keep 
their guns under lock and key. 
not easily available to thieves 

Finally, a home-owner who 

keeps a gun for self-defense is 
labeled "paranoid Have you 
ever been threatened, or had 

your family threatened, by an 

invading c riminal? Polic e c an't 
l>e everywhere; if my home is 

ever invaded by an intruder at 

night, and the cops can't arrive 
for five or ten minutes because 
they're too busy with all the 
other crimes. I'm damn well 

prepared to defend my life, my 
home, and my loved ones with 
whatever means are available. 
On the other hand. I'd lie over- 

joyed if such a sad event never 

occurs, and will In- satisfied to 

simjily enjoy myself at the tar- 

get range of the lex al gun club 

Secondly. I object to the in- 
flammatory demagoguery evi- 
dent in carelessly spouting the 
names of well-known military 
weapons, such as the U z i, M 
1»>. and AK-47 This is a blatant 
attempt to mislead people Into 
believing that fully automatic 
"machine guns" are involved 
This could not !«• further from 
the truth The public: generally 

cannot buy fully automatic 
weapons Only heavily regulat- 
ed collectors may do so 

The guns here in question are 

semi-automatic (one shot per 
pull of the trigger), like many 
hunting rifles The only differ- 
ence is that these guns look like 
modern military weapons, they 
don't function like them And 
what's wrong with that? There 
is no differenc e between admir 
mg and owning facsimiles of 
modern military weapons and 
admiring and owning fee sum 

les of weapons of the Old West, 
like six shooters and W'iiu lies 
ter lever-action carbines 

For those who care, here's 

my suggestion .1 five-day wait- 
ing period for all gull pur 
chases, so that a thorough, 
multi state liac kground diet k 
c an hi’ made, and a mandatory 

gun safety and maintenance 
course for all new gun owners. 

Wen; you aware that the NKA 
itself administers the most 

highly regarded gun safety pro- 
grams in the nation? 

Despite my own status as a 

“liberal" (I'm an environmen- 
talist Democrat, and am not an 

NKA member), I plan one day 
to be both ,i gun owner and a 

hunter 1 do not appreciate 
anonymous third parties arro- 

gantly assuming that they 
know lietter than I what is best 
tor me Above all. 1 fear fanat- 
ics of the sort that don't realize 
that fanaticism is worse than 
any opinion ould ever be 

Wide \Ituih's,iiu) is ,i I 'nicer 
s»ft /.ot >liulnnt working to 
u,in/ ,i master's degree 

Letters 

Injury 
I ,im appalled by tin? H'f. s 

decisions nut 11> fund Women 
in Philosophy As Lani Roberts 
pointed out (OI)K. Ian -t>). the 
di'i ision was based on misin- 
formation. 

Not supporting Women in 

Philosophy is a serious injury 
to not only women interested 
ami working in philosophy, but 
all women I also urge the lit. 
to reconsider its decision. 

)o Trigilio 
Philosophy graduate student 

'Seamen' 
President George Hush 

should not have exploited the 
religiously organized, national 
anti abortion demonstrations 
by suggesting the repeal of the 

Supreme Court's 1073 Koe v. 

Wade decision legalizing abor- 
tion. True leaders seek and rec- 

ommend realistic solutions de- 

spite their personal prejudice. 

Hush knows criminalization 
of timely abortions by women 

choosing that option would in- 

evitably lead to increased inci- 
dence of infanticide, death of 
pregnant women, child abuse 
and neglect — not to mention 
enormous increases in federal 
and state expenditures for wel- 
fare. crime, soeial and educa- 
tional services already inade- 

quately funded 

A major cause of unwanted 
pregnancies is the opposition 
of religious leaders, because of 

religious dogma, to birth con- 

trol education and ready access 

to contraceptives. 
New administrations should 

give serious consideration to 

the wisdom and enlightenment 
offered by foreign cultures as a 

means of leavening our own. 

The present subject and chaotic 
state of our nation suggests a 

dose of French rationalism. 

Readers interested in this 

perspective will find scintillat- 
ing conversation in French phi- 
losophy. Denis Diderot's 
| 17 Ft-17H4) engaging descrip 
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tion of the l-'retu h encounter 
with the sexual mures of the 
South Sea islands in "Supple 
ment to Bougainville's Vo\ 
age,” in Rameau's Nephew and 
Other Works (Chapman and 
Hill. Omdon. lt)2ti) 

This felicitous, it less propri- 
etary, mgard for children is ex- 

plained when Count Bougain- 
ville. first Frenchman to cir 

cumnavignte tin- world, tin* 
I r«*m h ship s captain. chaplain 
and crew arc invited by the n.t 

live Chief to enjoy the pleas 
ores of the islands It is hoped 
this generosity will lie rc< (pro- 
rated bv the guests through the 
contribution of their vital ge 
netii identities to the genetic 
vigor of the island's popula- 
tion. 

Mxirtmn will ilri lint1 when 
people regard themselves. ami 
others. not as sinners liut .is 

healthy. loving. responsible 
members of so< ielv adhering to 
the age old counsel of sages 
"l.ove tin neighbor as thvself." 

Herl I’. Trvha 
Kugene 
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