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Campus vandals leave high-priced trail of destruction 
B> Mir hael Drummond 
Emerald Assoriate Editor 

Vandalism "Webster's New 
World l)ii liotiiiry" defines it as 

malicious destruction or dam- 
age to property The (’Diversity 
u( epts that definition, but also 
defines vandalism in terms of 
money 

The University spends thou- 
sands of dollars each v ear 

leaning up the delar ement 
and deslrtu lion < .msed by am 

pus and cornniiinilv v.mdals 

During the fiscal year ending 
June id IOHH. the (ns) nt van- 

dalism lo the school was 

$40.110 04 The t’nivendlv’s 
insurance (unit covered 
$ I t 1.0. (It Ilf tli.it 

f rom July 1. 1988. to |an 2d. 
1‘IH9, tin- Universitv lias in 

urrcd $20 ooi. 02 mi vandalism 
damage, with $20,019.91 un 

ered by its insurance fund 
Vandalism damages ini hided 
broken w indows, broken doors 
graffiti and water and fire dam 
age 
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Although these numbers in 

(lu .itc lh.it .1 lot of vandalism 
has ik. tumid Milling lllr last 
year and a half, tin' figures do 
not represent an ini rease in 

campus vandalism from wars 

past, ai ording to the 1 niversi 
tv's Physical Plant, the depart 
mi'iit in barge of cleaning and 
repairing vandalized si liool 

property 
I don't think that it s anv 

worse than it has fwen in the 

past it yt les said Paul Pe 
lersen assistant director of the 

Pliysu al Plant 
Petersen, who lias worked at 

the I 'diversity for .Ml years, said 
most vandalism on < aiupus 
nowadavs deals with broken 
w indow s and damaged lighting 
fixtures, partir ularly the light 
poles that dot ampus paths 

There seems to he a streak 
oil light poles. Petersen said 

The stairwell in PM. recently 
has been the target of sprav 
paint atltii ks and the Physical 
Plant is still dealing with water 

damage to the handball courts 
loi ateil east of the covered ten 

ms ourts 
Physical Plant workers re 

turned from Christmas break to 

discover that sonieljodv had 
placed a hose on the courts, 

causing flooding and perma 
nent damage Many of the 
floorboards are beginning to 

cup or buckle, and it may cost 

The Museum of 
Natural I Iistory 
Gift Shop is 

having a 

mammoth 

pre-inventory sale! 

20 to 50% off selected items, 
January 25--February 5 

University of Oregon Museum of 
Natural History, lhSO East 15th Avenue 

Open noon to 5:00, Wednesday through Sunday 

► llr photo 
\andals repeatedly have spray-painted the Pl.C stairwell over 

the years, as this 1985 photo reveals. Defacement ol the 
stairwell still 011 urs 

more than $4().f)i>() to replac e 

milt soil.ii cs. ,ii cording to I’>■ 
tersi'ii. 

University Housing also has 
its share of vandalism prob- 
lems. from broken windows to 

damaged lire safety equipment 
Hut vandalism in the dorms has 
dei leased sill! e the late ]U7tls 
and early ltlfiOs according to 
\anc \ W right, direi toi ol f.u il 
11 \ services tor University 
I lousing 

()ne reason for the decrease 
in dorm hall vandalism was the 
establishment of an in house 
repair stall in IHH.'t Kather than 
have the I’hysii al Plant come 

out every time vandalism is re 

ported, the housing depart 
t-“ 

merit's in-house staff takes care 

ot the lean-lip. ini lulling; re 

plai ing windows. Wright said 

Another reason for a decrease 
of vandalism ini ulents in the 
dorms is the housing depart 
inent's damage-repair polii \ 

Wright said. Under this policy, 
dorm residents share in paying 
for vandalism damage in theii 
halls it no one steps forward to 
iaim responsibility. 

"■We feel if helps build ac- 

countability lor the communi 
tv. Placing one's sell in a group 
living environment implies a 

certain willingness to take re 

sponsihilitv for what goes on in 
that environment. Wright 
said 
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Correction 
Iii Iht! |an. .M Kmi'raltl. 

!' ‘i iiit (,'t>nnen tic ul senatoi 
l.owt'll Ufit kci was idetili 
tli’il in a stor\ about liis v\ in 

niiiH ol tin- U a\ in’ Morse In 
ii’Krilv m I’olitic s Award as a 

I )emo< Ml U cii ker Is ,1 Ke 
putilii .m 

rile KmeraUI regrets .1 n\ 

1 unfusion that may have re 

sailed fruin this error 
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