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Bike-Aid helps poor 
Bv Scotl Wyland 
Emerald Contributor 

In an effort to raise funds 
to battle global poverty, ov- 

clists from all over North 
America will prime their 
wheels next |une and pedal 
across the entire continent, 
ultimately converging in 

Washington. 1) C' 
The Overseas Develop- 

ment Network (ODN) is 

sponsoring its fourth annual 
transcontinental bike-a-thon 
(Hike Aid), which will last 
about fit) days. Cyclists will 
come from Seattle, Portland. 
San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and Austin, and ODN in 
vites all who are interested 
in adventure, meeting peo- 
ple and helping the hungry 
to participate 

The ODN suggests that ap 
plicants be fit enough to 
tiike 70 miles a day in sum- 

mer heat and be concerned 
enough with the issue of 
global poverty to do volun- 
teer work en route, sue h as 

working at a food bank or 

speaking at a community lo- 
rn m. 

Jennifer Tilson. a Portland 
high school student who 
participated in Bike-Aid hist 
year, said concern lor global 
hunger is a more crucial 
qualification for a cyclist 
than physical! conditioning. 

Tilson said she hardly 
trained for the bike a thou 
and was even weakened by a 

recent case of mononucleo- 
sis. which was serious 
enough to force her to lake 
the shorter Austin. Texas 
route. 

"It's a lot more mental 
than physical." Tilson said 
"Everybody goes into it 
thinking that everybody else 

is the excellent Inker After 
two weeks you find out that 
nobody is Everybody is 
about the same 

Before the trip, an orienta- 
tion is given to all entrants 
to allow them a chance to 

get acquainted with ODN 
staff members and fellow 
riders Along the course c v- 

c:lists ride in pairs, and two 
ODN co-leaders trained in 
first aid drive vans along 
side the riders in r ase injury 
or exhaustion o< urs 

Tilson said serious fatigue 
generally is avoided Ihm ause 

the riders set their own 

pace "We usually started 
early, rode all morning and 
took a long lunch through 
the hottest time of the day 
Then we'd ride in the early 
evening if we had to 

The riders re< eive one ri si 

day a week, but even these 
are not leisurely It is the 
time used for an array of vol 
unleer serve es. at cording to 
Tilson. 

Out of all her activities. 
Tilson said the most exciting 
involved talking to people in 
Alabama who had marched 
from Selma to Montgomery 
in one of the great civil 
rights demonstrations of the 
1900s The next day her 
group rode 50 miles to the 
hurt h where Martin l.uther 

king Jr gave many of his fa 
mous speeches 

Cyclists are responsible 
for their own food and trails 

portal ion liai k from Wash 
ington, D C The application 
deadline is Feb 15 and the 
entrant e fee is $75. although 
in some cases the fee is 

waived to encourage the un 

derprivileged to participate. 
For an application, call 
(415)-725-28t>9. 
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Kakegawa looks for Eugene land 
By Ore# Hough 
Emerald Reporter 

Then1 were more questions 
than answers at a Tuesday 
meeting of the Kugene- 
hakegawa Sister City Commit- 
tee, as the group considered the 
possibility of its lapanese ally 
purchasing farm land for devel- 

opment in this area 

Committee member Crete hen 
Cross works for lean Tate Keal 
Kstnte in Kugene and is negoti- 
ating with political and busi- 
ness leaders in Kakegawa to 
find suitable acreage. 

Adriana Guistana. who heads 
the volunteer committee, said 
all she knew of Kakegavva s in- 

tentions was that its leaders 
were seeking land for "educa- 
tional development 

"The lapanese do things very 
slowly." Guistana said. 
“They’ll want to take their time 
doing che< ks and double- 
chec ks 

Cross and Guistana were two 

of 18 who attended Tuesday s 

meeting at the Parks. Kecrea 
lion and Cultural Services of- 
fice' downtown Cross told the 
group hakegawa headers have 
been interested in pun hasing 

land in the Eugene area for 
man* than a year 

"last December (in 1087), 
probably the most likely prop- 
erty that was available for them 
to use had other buyers inter- 
ested in it." dross said "And 1 
communicated that with the 
mayor (Junichi Shinmura). and 
they sent back a message say- 
ing 'Sorry, we're not quite 
ready we'll have to pass on 

this one 

"The next communication 
was the first week of lune 
They wanted to find out 
about ertain properties, 
about permits, or an office, or a 

machine shed, or a meeting 
room, or dormitories, or a 

kill Inm lug enough to muk for 
.!!> people 

dross said that of the throe 

ploces of property she and 
kakegawa leaders have consul 
ereil since (line, two have I wen 

sold Tlie third a 200-u( re site 

near function ('.itv. is still avail- 
able. but dross said she wanted 
to find additional properties to 

show to a group of prominent 
kakegawa residents, including 
Mayor Shinmura The delega 
lion will visit Eugene Feb 
17-20 

"The mayor was hen* before, 
three years ago." Sister City 
Administrator Mary McIntosh 
said. "My impression is that 
he's bringing 15 people with 
him. and most of these are 

business people who will look 
at land and provide financial 
bat king 

How to deal with the visit 
was a major source of discus- 
sion at tin* meeting Cuistane 
said Kugene Mayor Jeff Miller 
and former Mayor Hrian Obit- 
had agreed to meet the 
kakegawa group soon after its 
arrival. 

Cross suggested tin* opening 
reception should take place a 

dav after the the Japanese arrive 
at Muhlon Sweet Airport at ap 
proMinatelv 2 p lit on Feb 17. 

She also suggested a dinner be 
held for the contingent. 

( ommittee Vit e-(diairman 
(ireg Moore said he thought 
one "big" reception would do. 
and that a reception and a din- 
ner would be too expensive. 

Cuistane said that no tiual 
dei isions should l«- made until 
the ( ommittee meets again next 

week 

UO-Bookstore— 
GOLD RING SALE 

60 OFF 18K 
40 OFF 14K 
*20 OFF 10K 

Jostens Cold Sale For one week only Order and save on the gold ring of your choice 

AMERICA S COLLEGE R I N G 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE 

JAN 25, 26, 27 
10 AM -4PM 
UO BOOKSTORE 

$30.00 DEPOSIT REQUIRED 


