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Canadian band plays its own way 
By Brian Bloc h 
Emerald Reporter 

Tin* Northern Pikes. .1 hard 
miking foursome from (amada 

.ire bri-.iking into lhi‘ Am«»ri< .tit 
rmisii stem' ttilli their new ,il 
bum Set. rets of the Alibi 

"Hijt Bln*’ Skv thr Iwntl's 
firsl .ilbum, went gold in ( .m.i 

(In following its release in 1087 
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and their newest release is well 
on its wav to hilling the aO.OOtt 

copy mark In addition the 
hand debuted its sharp edged 
insightful tunes when opening 
lur Robert Palmer's American 
tour last fall 

The energy the group radial 
ed to the audience during their 
Nm la performance at the 
Hull ( enter was a sharp con- 

trast to Palmers stockbroker 
style and light pop lyric s 

Scant stage props and light 
mg did not stop the hand from 
stirring the audieni e to a frenzy 
as group members s< reamed 
and pounded out songs giving 
the* type of performance that 
Music Television (MTV) veter- 
ans like Palmer seemed to have 
forgotten 

\c cording to Pikes lead gin 
tar player Hrvan Potvin the 
hand concentrates on the lyre 
cal content and feeling of their 
music rather than try mg to c ap 
tore the evi so refined pop 
sound 

We're very nun h a song 
group, we're not much for atti- 
tudes Potvin said "Someone 
will come up with an acoustic 
guitar and play the song and 
sing it and if it c an t stand on 

its own in that sort ol stripped 
down, naked folk style, we 

won t pursue it 
"The lyrics arc very person 

al. drummer I Jon Sc hinid 
said "They’re personal obser- 
vations that yye sec- or situa 

lions that are happening in the 
yvorld that yye cl like to voic e an 

opinion on or make people 
aware* of." 

In "Sec rets of the- Alibi tile- 
hand also lakes a dovvn-to 
earth, one oloied look at the 
sometimes < haotic violent and 
painful c orners of sue lety 

"There's not many of our 

songs that are about t.isl c ars 

and last women; yye try to keep 
tilings as relevant as possible. 
Potvin said "Not to some con 

jured-up rock TT roll world 
where KISS lives 

"There's already so many 

people doing that kind of mu 

sii why just c asl yourself 
among a bum h of others that 
are following that sort of main- 
stream formal/." Schmid said. 

I think we're a bit different, 
sometimes a lot different than 
.my other hand And as .1 re- 

sult, I think it yvill take us long- 
er to make people aware of who 
yve are 

In the meantime, the hand 
seems content on cranking out 
its own brand of music 

"As far as career aspirations 
go. mine yvould tie th.it our 

sound become mainstream 
said Potvin "Again. I think 
yve're sort of the- alteruatiye 
mainstream, just a hit different 
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ICOUPONI 

SERVING DELICIOUS 
NEW YORK PIZZA 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

By the sllce-or by the whole pizza 
Choice of reg. crust or deep dish Sicilian 

Come down or call up Sy’s and order these great specials. 

1 FREE SODA 
puis 10$ OFF 
ANY SLICE 

OR 

J 

*1.00 OFF $2.00 OFF 
ANY SMALL PIZZA ANY LARGE OR 

MEDIUM PIZZA 
pajs 2 FREE LARGE DRINKS 

Sy s New York Pizza 1211 Alder on campus 686-9598 

11:30-Midnight Mon -Sat. 3:30-Midnight Sun. 
I ■■■■■■ ■■■‘Coupon good through 1/23/89 ■■■■■■■■II 
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C nur1n\ photo 

Merl Brvt k. Don Schmid. Brvan Botvin and jay Semko (left to 
rightl. t (diet lively known as the \orthern Bikes, an• a Canadi- 
an band beginning to he heard in the States. 

Ini! not so different that some 

one who likes Bon Jovi uni t 
find .1 otiple son^s of ours that 
they like 

I’nlike iii.ins hands todav. 
the Pikes are < ommilted to pro 
dm mg musit that pleases them 
instead ol simply catering to an 

audience or compromising 
their musii print iples 

We always please ourselves 
first." said Potvln "I mean. .1 

true success for us is when we 

walk out ol the studio after tin 
isllitlg .1 record and it sounds 
real good to us II it sells, then 
that's gre.it hut that's all ho 
nus 

Although the group's relative 
lai k of popular and finam ial 
suc cess can pose its ow n prob- 
lems, hand members said that 
emphasizing material success 

mav lead bands into compro- 
mising the underlying values of 
their musii 

In Potvin's words. "The 
whole value system in North 
Amerii a really is a mess The 
almighty dollar really tiit tales 

everyone's mind There's so 

main people out there with 
jobs they hate hut they do it he 
cause they can make .1 Inn k 
'lou just 1 an t get 1 aught up 
yy ith money 

"Were really not making 
money hut we're making a In 
lug and getting by doing yy hat 
yve yvant to do." he added 

According to Potvin. the 
Pikes gained mui h of their in- 
spiration during the punk 
movement ol the early IffHUs 
when bands like l'2 were giv 
mg new meaning to the term 

popular music 

"We really got off on the en 

ergy of that time," Potvin said 
People were really starting to 

concentrate on the pop song 
.iiui trying to instill some ener 

g\ and kii k music in the ass .1 

bit." 
('■roup members also are in 

fluent ed b\ a host of other mu 

sit st\ les ini hiding country 
musit and rhvthm and blues 

Since the group's formation 
in Saskatoon in I'lHt. it has 
opened for major groups like 
Duran Duran and David Howie 
(•roup members also have 
played in small (hnadian < lulls 
before louring the l 'nited States 
this year 

"We real I \ try to make it a 

priority that every night is im- 
portant whether it's Huge lie 

or I. A., it real I \ doesn't mat- 
ter." Schmid said 

The bottom line is to have 
fun w hile produt mg their ow n 

kind of music 
"We really do believe in 

what we're doing, and we 

know that it will be hard We ll 
just stii k w ith it and know that 
one day we'll come out selling 
some records." Schmid said 
"We're not going to quit 

Following the group's pro 
duction of two videos and re 

lease of "Secrets of the Alibi" 
last August it is planning to re 

lease a new demo recording 
sometime this month 

Hut the rest of the group's fu- 
ture remains uncertain 

"We just concentrate on the 
night at hand." Potvin saitl 
"We really tr\ to incorporate 
tile idea of the moment being 
the important thing. It's best 
lust to ignore all the bullshit 
and just worry about the mo- 

ment; worry about writing 
good songs and putting on a 

good show 

TOUR GUIDES 
Seattle City Ughl 
Starts at $8.02/hr. 

Room and hoard pros ided 
Fight cutting and rewarding full lime \ummci jobs conducting publu. 

tours ol the Skagit Hvdroclcctric Project in the North Cascades Applicants 
must have a minimum of two sears experience involving leadership sales 

public speaking etc 

\ xpencixc with group living the handicapped and or elderIv and foreign 
language is desirable Ciuides are required to live on site live days a week 
V alid W ishingion Slate drivers license. Iirst aid said and C PR certification 

must be obtained before starting work Applications are due February I7. 
1989 f or application materials, contact 

Seattle Cit> Light 
Skagit l our Office 

1015 3rd \\r. Rihkii X0*» • St-«!lr. U \ VKI04 
I’061 MU 5115 
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