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Women musicians, conscience 

figure prominently in 1988 LPs 
Bv Ric k Hevrrun 
Emerald Contributor 

1988 wiis .1 vm good year fur 
popular music The best music 
of the year asked us as Bruc e 

Hornsby did. to "Look out any 

_Record Reviews_ 
window and see what's go- 
ing on around you." Sure we 

had our share of "Let me do it 
to you baby, uh huh” songs 
but so did the tills 1988 was 

like many of the past few years 

a time to c omment on the prob- 
lems of our times 

The oilier supposedly hig sto 

ry of 1988 was that women 

made the best music Sure, six 
out of my top ten were women 

(seven if you count Tina Wry 
mouth of Talking Heads), but 
that is only a touch over '>() per 
cent The fact that women were 

making great music and th.it 
they were receiving attention 
for it probably has a lot more to 
do with the sexism of the in- 
dustry than with women a 11 of 
a sudden making music worth 
listening to 

The all of a sudden part, 
however, is noteworthy That 
Tracy Chapman, Toni Childs. 
Michelle Shoc ked. Kdie Bric k 
ell. (and Sinead O'Connor, 
whose album came out in late 
1987 but became widely heard 
only in 1988) should produce 
such excellent debut albums is 
news. These women did not 
come to our attention because 
Suzanne Vega made it fashion- 
able with "Luka," as some in- 
dustry people suggest. The 
supposed fad of socially con- 

was quill' possiblv tile best thi'V 
have made to date Crowded 
House proved that the pop 
harms of tiieir debut were no 

fluke Thv Trmplr of l.tiw \lrn 
was a bit darker in tone hut 
gave us some ol the most mem 

orable hook-laden songs since 
the Beatles 

Some people may 1m> getting 
snk of l >2, hut the backlash 
against K.iltlr ,mil Hum is 1111 

fair K.iltlr and Hum is raw and 
chant v hut it is also good It is 

almost ertainlv an album la- 
fore its time This anti-U2 
swing may he c nosed partly by 
the common iali/ation of the 
tour See the movie' Hear the 
album! Read the hook' hut It 
was also inevitable doing front 
.1 college radio favorite to the 
Most Important Band In The 
World is not easy, hut t’2 is 

walking the tightrope well 
K l\ M is also prepared to 

ii. .ke the same jump t '2 did 

lies to quietly make complex 
.nut (hiini \ music making 
"Chalk Mark" one of the least 
appreciated albums of the vear 

Such is the pattern of her ca- 

reer. and "Chalk Mark” mav 

eventuallv become tiixhIv re 

garried and influential like 
some of her initially ignored 
'70s work did 

All m all. a verv good vear 

Making a top ten list would 
have left otf far too lll.inv good 
records l*vcn a top twenty 
seemed too restru live So I set- 
tled on twenty-five Kven then I 
had to leave off some good rei 

ords and decided to ext lode 
.ill Inc and "ties! of" records 

1 rrat i Chapman 
2 I .liking Heads Yaked 
t Crowded House Temple 

of Low Men 
-1 1'1! Rattle and Hum 
"> R I ! M f.’reen 
t> roni Childs Union 
7 loan Arntatrading The 

Tracy Chapman will stand as a testimo 

ny to the brutality of the Reagan era. 

They signed with a major label 
and th<ni produced their sharp- 
est, clearest record yet The h r 

u s not only could he heard but 
also deserved to lie heard 

Toni Childs' debut may not 
have garnered the same atten- 
tion as Chapman's, but Childs' 
big voice also demands to be 
hoard Childs has a huskv. re- 

markable voice that can range 
from the powerful (her hit 
"Don't Walk Away") to the 
graceful and subtle. She will, 
without a doubt, become a big 

Some people may be getting sick of IJ2, 
but the backlash against Rattle and Hum 
is unfair. 

scions. folk-tinged women 

singers reached the upper 
heights of my best-of list be- 
cause of their sheer raw talent 
— the kind of talent that would 
have busted through anything 
that would have tried to stop 
them. 

Chapman's album, my pick 
for the best of 1088. is one of 
the finest debut albums of the 
rock era. The emotional power 
of her record, brilliantly depict- 
ing the lives of people for 
whom it is not Morning in 
America, is awesome Some 

people ( riticize her for being 
overly gloomy — they may 
agree with what she's saving 
hut find the tone of the record 
too dark for sustained listening 
Although I strenuously dis- 
agree with the idea that it is not 

a listenable record (albeit one 

for which one must be in the 

proper mood), her ability to 

maintain that sharp and dark 
focus is one of the highlights of 
the debut record but may be 
one of the difficulties of her ca- 

reer. She's got to he able to 

change gears a little in order to 

stay interesting Nonetheless. 
Tracy Chapman will stand as a 

testimony to the brutality of the 

Reagan era and to the initial 
brilliance of Chapman. My 
hunch is that she's our Hob Dy- 
lan and will enjoy equal lon- 

gevity 
Talking Heads went interna- 

tional (again), and the result 

star in the '(His. 
loan Arina trad mg made the 

best album of her career exam- 

ining the dark side of love with 
The Shouting Stage It is the 
type of album that Tracy Chap- 
man may lie making in a few 
years Marti Jones and Anita 
Maker proved that singing other 
peoples' songs can still work 
out brilliantly 

Finally, Joni Mitchell contin- 

Shouting Stage 
H Marti lories Used (.'in 

tarn 
9 Joni Mitchell ('hulk 

Mark in a Rainstorm 
10. Anita Baker diving 

You the Best that I've dot 
11 Waterboys Fisher- 

man 's Blues 
12. T-Bone Burnett The 

Talking Animals 
13. Morrissey Viva Hate 
1- 1 Kdie Brickell and New 

Bohemians Shooting Rub- 
berbands at the Stars 

15. Graham Parker — The 
Mona Lisa s Sister 

If), godfathers Birth. 
School. Work. Death 

17 Paul kelly Under the 
Sun 

1H. Richard Thompson 
A mnesia 

19 Midnight Oil Diesel 
and Dust 

20. John Hiatt Slow Turn 
ing 

21 Big Country Peace in 
our Time 

22 Michelle Shocked 
Short Sharp Shin ked 

2.1 James Taylor Sever 
Die Young 

2- 1 INKS Knk 
25 Traveling Wilburvs 
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Experience 
the Beauty, 
Year-Round 

You can experience the maiestic 
beauty ot the Canyon year-round as 

an employee with GRAND CANYON 
NATIONAL PARK LODGES We 
have openings throughout the year 
tor both experienced workers and 
those beginning their careers 

Wages range Irom $3 85 to $8 00 per 
hour (Overtime is paid after 8 hours 
in a day or 40 hours in a week at time 
and one-hall ) 

Our minimum age requirement is 19 

years old. and you must have a pro 
lessional appearance and a people 
oriented attitude Dormitories are 

located within the Park and housing 
charges ol $1600 per week will be 
deducted trom your wages Couples 
are welcome but housing is not 
available tor children (Sorry, no (jets 
allowed ) Your meals are available in 

employee cafeterias at minimal 

charges Initial work agreements are 

written lor periods trom 3 months to 
6 months with bonuses up to $500 for 

completion ot agreement 
To learn more about our opportune 
ties stop in tor a personal interview 

Interviews 

Tuesday. January 24 1989 
9am-Spm 
Valley River Inn 
1000 Valley River Way 
Eugene, OR 

Walk-Ins Only 
No Phone Calls Accepted. 

Grand Canyon 
National Park Lodges 
PO Box 699 
Personnel Dept. (P2) 
Grand Canyon, AZ 86023 

Grand Canyon 
National Park Lodges 
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