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Educators to ‘salvage’ ex-semester conversion

By Chris Bouneff
Emerald Reporter

Opponents  and
i't lht' semester conversion ‘1'-.“
believe educators must move
forward and salvage what they
can from curnicula reform now

proponents

that the conversion plan has
been discarded

The Oregon State Board of
Higher Education [OSBHE)] vot
ed in early December 1o scrap
the planned transition to a se
mester system in favor of the
current quarterly academic cal
vndar

Al the time
cited several reasons for the re
including the lack of
consensus on the part of stu
dents and faculty

It 1s the aopinion ol the
board that a consensus could

board members

virrsal

not be reached on the semester
OSHHI President
Richard Hensley said following

svstem
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the board’s decision

Faculty and administrators
who spent about 150,000 hours
planning new curricula to fit
into  the semester  schedule
were very critical of the vote re
versing the board’s two-year
old decision to convert to se
meslers

‘A lot of faculty 1 know are
still angry because they put in a
ot of hard work planning for
the conversion,”’ said Mavis
Muate, history department head
and semester coordinator for
the University

Mate agrees a consensus on
the calendar and between facul
ty and student groups had not
}|l"'|l e i]"f{ Ill}\\ over \}\"
satd a compromise on the main
1ssues of converling to semes
ters was in the making when
the OSBHE reversed directions
on the |Il'rl|!ll"-ll

Mate also 1s

fact the decis

critical of the

1n was based on
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other non-academic issues

Pressure from outside
groups, including agricultural
and industrial groups, and
from members of the legislature
influenced the board’s deci-
sion, Hensley said in Decem-
ber

“The decision did not appear
to be done for wholly academic
reasons,”’ Mate said. Ulti-
mately, the decision should
have been based on academic
reasons,”’

Not all educators, however,
were disturbed by the vote to
keep the present quarterly sys-
tem

“1 feel that the journalism
school is generally better off
under the quarter system be-
cause of the nature of the pro-
gram,”' said Arnold Ismach,
School of Journalism dean

Furthermore, Ismach said he
doesn’t believe the hours spent
on the conversion have turned
out to be wasted time. The con-
version plan forced faculty to
closely examine the present
curricula at the University and
make reforms. he said.

*'1 disagree with those people
saying educators wasted a lot of
hours planning to convert to se-
mesters,' he said. “'We will get
some benefit from those
hours."

Mate echoed much of the
same message. "'I'm hoping the
various departments are able to
save some of the changes
made,"’ she said.

“The thing to do now is to
look forward,” Mate said.
“'Faculty shouldn’t get discour-
aged because of wasted effort,
but they should be encouraged
for curriculum reform."’

SETA gathers today at 4

MEETINGS

Students for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals meets to-
day at 4 p.m. in EMU Cedar
Room [)

U'O/University of El Salvador
Sister University Project meets
tonight at 6 in EMU Cedar
Room E. The meeting will be
followed by a poster-making
party at 7 p.m near EMU Suite

Et als
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1 for the Wake up America In-
auguration Rally (Jan. 20)

Men Against Rape meels to-
night at 7 in EMU Maple Room
All those interested are encour-
aged to attend

The University Democrats
meets todav at 3:30 in EMU
Suite 1. All members should at-
tend

Druids meets tonight at 7 in
M Century Room B All
members are en l-LlI.i\.{l't’ o at
tend

College Republican meets to

night at 5 in EMLU Century
Room 1) Floyd Beam, 4th dis

I party chairman, will »iu'.iL
ybout his pasition

Land, Air, Water meets to

night at 10 in the Survival
Center 1in EMLU Suite 1. Stu
dents interested in forest, wild

life and ocean environmental
issues are invited to attend.

The Gay Men's Rap Group,
which provides informative
discussion for non-heterosexual
men in a supportive atmos-
phere, meets tonight at 7:30 in
the Koinonia Center Lounge at
1414 Kincaid St.

MISCELLANEOUS

*Avalanche" is the title of a
discussion about its hazards,
techniques for minimizing risks
and rescue procedures by Jim
Blanchard tonight at 7 in Geol-
ogy Room 150.

“‘Moving Over Stone'' is the
title of a rock-climbing video
presented by the Outdoor pro-
gram today at 12:30 p.m. in the
Outdoor Program office, locat-
ed in the EMLU basement.

AIDS — A Social Update is a
forum sponsored by the Oregon
Public Health Student Associa-
tion today at 4 p.m. in the EMU
Walnut Room. The forum will
focus on non-medical issues
and features Oregon Health Di-
vision Administrator Kristine
Gebbie and Eugene attorney
Gretchen Miller

Bible study sponsored by the
Catholic Newman Center is to-
night at 7.30. 1850 Emerald St.

Union’s past
now on file
at University

Records of the Interna-
tional Woodworkers of
America are now avail-
able at the Knight Library
are now available for re-
search, the library staff
announced.

The records of the in-
ternational union, which
span 1936 to 1987, fill
nearly 600 linear feet in
the Special Collections
department of the library.
They include correspon-
dence, minutes, proceed-
ings, negotiation files, ex-
pired contracts, legal and
financial documents, and
officer and departmental
records.

The collection is the re-
sult of of a year-long pro-
ject that began in the fall
of 1987 to organize and
describe IWA records, ac-
cording to George Ship-
man, University librarian.

““This is a collection of
great historical signifi-
cance to the University
and to other scholars,”
Shipman said.

“Faculty from the La-
bor Education and Re-
search Center, the Insti-
tute of Industrial Rela-
tions, and the depart-
ments of history, sociolo-
gy, economics and the
Canadian Studies pro-
gram have expressed
strong support for the
University's acquisition
of this vast and complete
collection of valuable pri-
mary resource material,"’
he added.

The records were do-
nated to the University in
July 1987 upon division
of the international union
into two national unions.
One is based in Canada
and the other has head-
quarters in Gladstone.

Well documented, ac-
cording to Shipman, are
the union’'s basic activi-
ties in such areas as or-
ganizing, negotiating.
litigation and  strikes.
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COILLISGE BOWIL

{ Tne Perst Frsrars \]

If you know four students (or if you are four
students), sign up now o compete with other wild
and  crazy  adventurers in College Bowl, the
varsity sport of the mind! s and exciung game
that tests your knowledge in everything from
Iiterature 10 science, from music o film.  Two
tecams with four players each square off in fast
paced rounds dedicated to making you look either
extremely intelligent or extremely embarassed.
You might end up representing the University of
Oregon regionally and even nationally! So get a
team up (name it anything you want-the wilder the
better) and exercise your brun!

REGISTER: January 1620 st the EMU Rec
Center or any residence hall, or call 686-3733.

suggested retail
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94 West Broadway * Eugene, Oregon » 343.1288
Downtown Eugene 4

n Hand

PRELIMINARIES: 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.l,
and Tuesday, Feb. 7.

FINALS: Wednesday, February 8.
COST: $2 person or $8 for a team .
College Bowl T-Shirts provided by Pepsi
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