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Council decision may
spell library’s demise

Just when all was moving smoothly, just when the Eu-
gene City Council seemed to be making the right decisions
about a new public library, and just when we all thought we
had that new library in the bag — well, the city council may
Rare brought this smoothly progressing idea to a screeching

alt.

This is irony at its best. And it could very well kill the
idea for a new library.

Not only did all seven council members agree to placing
the new library in a new Pankow Development Co. office
tower downtown (at Eighth Avenue and Willamette Street),
but Eugene Mayor Jeff Miller also gave the thumbs-up to the
idea. In fact, the complete unanimity led City Manager Mike
Gleason to give the go-ahead to Development Director Ave
Farkas. So far, so good.

But then the council fell apart, and the unanimity di-
minished.

The city council has decided to ask voters what to do
now. In March, the voters will be asked not only whether to
raise property taxes with a serial levy to pay the higher op-
erating costs of the library, but also whether to put theor
brary in the Pankow building.

Interestingly, Gleason suggested only asking the voters
about the Pansl:aw location, while saving the operating cost
question for another time. Well, Gleason has the right idea,
but the wrong subject.

The issue of where to put the library shouldn’t even be
an issue. The city has an apparent need for a new, larger li-
brary. Just how to pay for the library, of course, is of con-
cern for taxpayers; this is the issue to be considered.

But a ‘'no’’ vote to either of these issues on the ballot
will put an end to the library pipe-dream. So it only seems
logical that the council should decide how to handle the op-
erating costs, and how much these operating costs will be.

This week, the council meets again to decide the exact
wording for the question(s) to be put before the voters. It's
possible that the voters’ decision could be a limited one
(only being given one of the issues, rather than two) if the
council makes what we think is the right decision. It should
place only the serial levy on the ballot.

Judicial review shouldn’t
be limited for any reason

Last Saturday, Oregon Sen. Robert Packwood noted that
Congress may take action to limit judicial appeals of some
forestry issues in order to return management of the nation's
forests to the U.S. Forest Service.

Packwood, in fact, said, ‘*“We did not intend to have the
courts manage the U.S. forests,""

But wait, what's happened to the checks and balances
system of government that we all learned about (at the earli-
est) in grade school?

Packwood seems to have gotten off track. Instead it is
Douglas Norlen, spokesman for the Waldo Wilderness
Council (a Eugene-based environmentalist group) who has
the right idea.

Norlen has been a champion of the judicial review of
forest issues, contending that the limitation of judicial re-
view compromises the integrity of the system.

By limiting judicial review, agency appeals to the courts
would not be allowed. At present. environmental groups
have a lawsuit pending that has blocked one-third of the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management timber harvest in Oregon.
This is a perfect example of the need for judicial review of
forest issues. People who disagree with Forest Service deci-
sions on timber management deserve some recourse to chal-
lenge them.

But of even greater importance, this is a perfect example
of the need for the checks-and-balances system of govern-
ment and why it shouldn’t be undermined
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SAE evasion

I have been reading with in-
terest the heated responses of
fraternity members to Michael
Dawson's letter (ODE, Dec. 5),
and thinking.

I do not support Dawson's
across-the-board condemnation
of the Greek system as an en-
clave of racial bigots. He too
was guilty of prejudice against
a defined group of peoples. He
was wrong.

But I have also been extreme-
ly bothered by the tone and
content of these responses. The
letters have been so preoccu-
pied with bashing Dawson that
they have evaded the issues
The men were on Sigma Alpha
Epsilon premises; eschewing
Dawson's point just by ques-
tioning that they were SAE
members was entirely inade-
quate. What has SAE done
about the situation? Have they
held a house meeting to discuss
the incident, specifically to dis-
cuss the issue of racism in their
fraternity? Have they done any-
thing?

This episode has the poten-
tial to be used in a positive
way. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
and/or the Greek system could
participate in some sort of com-
munity education program.
There is a virtual plethora of
groups in Eugene that would be
more  than willing to send
speakers to educate about rac-
ism (or sexism. heterosexism
able-ism; name vour -ism)
lhere are community
dealing with minority
that sororities and fraternities
could partic ipate in. It is no big
secret that there is a F'[['h]l‘ltl
with racism in the Greek sys
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Letters

Dawson would also do well
to recognize and take steps to
cope with his own prejudice.

Yet, most importantly, the
Greek system should finish be-
ing so engrossed in its indigni-
ty and deal with a possible
problem. And an apology from
SAE to the black woman is
definitely in order.

Kristin Walkup
Pre-Journalism

Infringement

I didn't see many student re-
actions to the recent congres-
sional pay raises, and I wonder
why students seem to have so
little interest therein,

Maybe this reflects our view
of what it is OK for government
to do, i.e., to take taxpavers’
money and use it for whatever
it pleases. In the case of a sala-
ry increase from nearly $90,000
to $135,000, I should think that
this concept has been pushed
to its limit, perhaps bevond

Let's consider a different
concept of government, that of
the Libertarian Party. Accord
ingly, government's only prop
er role is to protect the individ-
ual’s freedom. the right to con
trol body, action. speech. and
property, so long as the rights
of others are not infringed
Il[NIN

Taxation, inasmuch as it is a
coercive I[Ifl'll!ul'ltll'lﬂ on one's
right to control one’s property
is outside the proper role of
government. In fact., vou will
find that it is a violation of the
Rill of Rights. The Libertarians
believe we should protect ow
Constitution as 11 was original

Iv written, it being a sound ba
s1s 1or good government

Pretty soon we're all going
be serious taxpavers, and we'll
b ask N OuUrseives Do | hik
| Kind ol g
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an wa\y
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tact the Libertarian Party of

Lane County

Ethan Ray Carlson
Math Education

Shelling out

I have this recurring night
mare. | am shelling out huge
sums of money to be able to
better my mind, yet each time |
do so all 1 end up with is an
empty bank account, and a ros
ter of classes that doesn't inter
est me. Is there anvone else oul
there having the same night
mare? The truth of the matte
is, it's not a humaorous situation
at all

Hundreds of students are
ending up with schedules that
include few of the classes they
either wanted or needed for
graduation requirements and
are instead paying hundreds of
dollars to take classes simply
because they fit their schedule
This is disgusting. vet it has be
accepted  problem,
something to be laughed off af
ter registration with the as-
sumption that its an unavoid-
able hassle one encounters at a
large university. It is avoidable,
and it is the universityv's obliga
tion to do something about it
Does the university expect [or
perhaps  hope) that
will remain term after term
vear atter year, spewing out tui
tion to take whatever classes
thev can grovel for at registra
tion? Whether one is studving
simply tak

ing a few classes out of a basic

come  an

studets

towards a degree or
want to learn, one deserves at
least a chance at desired classes
in return for the academic a

well as financial etfort one put

Jill Freidberg
Anthropology

mitted.

Letters Policy

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more
than 250 words, legible, signed and the identification
of the writer must be verified when the letter is sub-
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