
Classes held, attendance still required on King's birthday 
By Michael Drummond 
Emerald Associate Editor 
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I It mks one's work is. hr must 
realixe il has cosmit sitfnifi- 
ant r if hr is Servian human/!\ 

anil serving the will til Cod 
Martin Luther King |r 

It's Martin Luther King |r 's 
birthday, a day commemorat 

mg the work <>f t)i<> slain civil 
rights leader and a time lor all 
of us to reflet t upon improving 

the human t ondition 
Musi calendars will show 

lhal it’s an "observed" holi- 
day But looking at the 1 'niver- 
sity. one would be hard pressed 
to see lhal today isn't just any 
other winter Monday in Ore 

(ton 
For the most pari, it s bust 

ness as usual here on campus 
(Hasses are being held and fat 
ull\ and students are obliged to 
attend The only thing different 
•iIhiuI this the tilth of January 
is that Oregon Hall is c losed 
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and the w hold's classified staff 
get the day off 

"The University of Oregon is 
required bv the Oregon State 
Board of Higher Education to 
hold ( lasses a certain number 
of days ." said Alison Baker, ex 

ri olive assistant to the presi 
dent 

"The UO doesn't cancel 
c lasses for a ntiniher of national 
holidays,'" sin- s.iid, sin h as 

Veterans Day and Uni umbos 
Day "Thanksgiving and Me- 
morial Day are the only days 
we am el classes in the middle 
of a session 

That's the offii oil line, but 
there are other reasons 

"It’s also been suggested that 
there was nothing io Martin 
I.other king's life that warrant 
ed students not to go to 
school." Baker said, lint added 
that she didn't know if she 
agreed with that 

Baker said that students and 
faculty have the option of not 

going to ( lass as a private wav 

to observe Martin Luther king 
Day 

"Were enthusiast i( about 
people observing the holiday." 
she said 

It may seem surprising that 
the University, much touted .is 

the progressive flagship of the 
Northwest doesn't observe the 
holidav m the traditional sense, 

let alone celebrate it in some of- 
ficial capacity. 

In fact the Universitv is in 

the minority compared with its 
I’ai ific ttl Conference brethren. 
Oregon Stale and Washington 
State universities are the only 

otheTschools m lilt" i’ac H) lh.it 
don't cancel classes on Martin 
Luther King Day 

OSU could almost lie ex- 

< used for its erernoni.il ne 

gleet, being a land-grant uni- 

versity and all And although 
VVSl f didn't < ant el classes, it at 

least is holding a second annu- 

al "(handle Light I'nitv March'' 
and ai ornpanying eremonies. 
including a speei h by Kev Cal- 
vin Butts, a Baptist minister 
from New York and president 
of African* 

Berkeley is closed tofloy; so 

is the Cniverstts of Washing- 
ton Stanford is celebrating its 
third Martin Luther King holi- 
day and Souther Cal its sec 

oud The University ol Califor- 
nia. Los Angeles also is closed 

Kven the two Arizona schools 
have shut their (lassroom 
diKirs. and these two institu- 
tions weathered the had years 
under former Arizona C.ov 
Lvan Meecham. who objected 
to making Martin Luther King 
l)av a national holiday and was 

fori ed from office in disgrace 
lor his neanderthal rai ini 
stance, among other things 

But should the University 
honor Martin Luther King Day 
The answer is ves. n< < ording to 
Ldwin Coleman II. associate 
Lnglish professor and direc tor 
of I'thnii Studies 

"As you look around, how 
many departments at the Uni- 
versity are taking time to even 

sa\ anything about it?" Cole- 
man said regarding the school's 
noticeable la< k of sanctioned 
Martin Luther King Day c ere 
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monies. 

"It certainly would lie nice 
for the University, as .1 leader 
in the community, as the flag- 
ship of higher edui ation in the 
state, to show the way." (’ole 
man said. 

Coleman said he and his ( ol 
leagues could have held .1 rally 
or some other event in honor of 
King, but his busy schedule 
prc< hided him from doing so 

lie said the University adminis- 
tration should have promoted 
some activities for the simple 
reason it has more resources at 
its disposal 

Or Coleman said he could 
have taken Maker's suggestion 
and skipped classes, but he de- 
cided that would have been 

counterprodui live 
“Instead of boycotting < lass 

es. I'm going to have .1 teach-in 
and talk about Martin Luther 
King and his work." he said 
"At least we can talk about it 
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Help Wanted 

Looking for 
employment? 
Check out the 

ODE Classifieds. 
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