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Hoopster Coffey shoots for more improvement 
By Ashley Conklin 
Emerald Contributor 

Improvement in all phases of 
the game has been the goal of 
Duck center Hrett Coffey this 
season. 

"! want to have better stats 
than last season," the 6-fool-8 
senior said, "and I want the 
team to improve on our number 
of wins from last season and re- 

duce our number of losses We 
want to get into another (post- 
season) tournament.' 

After averaging 6.1 points 
and 4.6 rebounds as well as 

leading the team with 251 
blocked shots last season. Cof- 
fey has become more comfort- 
able in his second season under 
coach Don Monson. 

Coffey leads the team with 
6.4 boards per game and 21 
blocked shots. Me is hitting at a 

.537 clip from the floor and av- 

eraging 7.3 points a contest, 
both good enough for second 
on the team. 

“This year I've had a chance 
to help break in the new guys 
instead of the other way around, 
like last year.” Coffey said. 

Evidence of Coffey's im- 
provement has come in several 
forms this season. 

Coffey netted 21 points and 
hauled in 12 rebounds in a 

home win earlier this season 

against Whitworth and had 14 

points and 14 boards against 
Boston University. Coffey was 

One of the few bright spots in 
the Ducks' 97-66 loss to UCLA 
last Thursday with 15 points 

Brett Coffey 
and nine rebounds. 

Although spending time 
working on low-post moves 

with teammate Randy Grant 
this past summer, Coffey feels 
there are certain aspects of his 
game he must polish for the 

Women will face Wildcats, 
Sun Devils in home games 
The Oregon women's bas- 

ketball team returns to the 
friendly confines of McArth- 
ur Court this weekend for 
the first time in more than 
three weeks to play a two- 

game home-stand with Ari- 
zona and Arizona State. 

The Ducks (9-3 overall, 
1-0 in the Pacific-10 Confer- 
ence) will be looking for 
their sixth straight win at 
The Pit (4-0 at home this 

year), and with a sweep will 
equal their 3-0 conference 
start of 1086-87. 

Arizona, the Ducks' oppo- 
nent on Friday, will be look- 
ing for its first road win of 
the year in six tries while 
the Sun Devils bring a 2-2 
road record to Eugene on 

Saturday. 
Still, Oregon coach Elwin 
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You make 
the difference. 

At SAFECO, a leader in the financial services industry, 
it's our people who make the difference. We currently 
have opportunities in: 

Information Systems 
The individuals we're seeking will be highly motivated, 
with a proven track record and a strong desire to 

succeed. 

We offer excellent technical training, advancement 

potential, and a competitive salary and benefits pack- 
age. An on-campus informational meeting will be held 
at 7:30PM on January 18th. We will also be holding: 

On-Campus Interviews 

January 19th & 20th 

Please check with the Career Planning and Placement 
office for the location of the meeting and interview sign 
up information. If you're unable to attend, but still 
interested in the opportunities available at SAFECO, 
send your resume to: SAFECO Insurance Companies, 
SAFECO Plaza, Seattle, WA 98185. Attn: Kathie 
Ledger Equal Opportunity Employer. 

If it's important to you, it's important to us. 

Ducks. 6-6 overall. 1-1 in the 
Pacific-10 Conference, to im- 
prove on last year's 16 14 mark 
that landed Oregon in the Na- 
tional Invitational Tournament 

"I probably need to improve 
my shooting more than any- 
thing." he said 

"It was really important to 
win last Saturday's game ag- 
ainst USC because we never 

lost two straight conference 
games last season." he added 
"We think we have one of the 
top five teams in the league and 
we hope to finish the season 

there. Not having any confer- 
ence wins wovdd have really 
hurt us." 

After last week's win over 

the Troians, the Ducks head to 
the Valley of the Sun for games 
Thursday at Arizona State and 
Saturday at Arizona. 

The Ducks must control the 
tempo against the Sun Devils 
and try to contain the Wildt ats' 
Sean Elliot, a first team All- 
American last season, accord- 
ing to Coffey 

"Arizona State is a good 
transition team and we have to 
get them in a half < ourt game." 
he said “The key to stopping 
Arizona is stopping Sean Elli- 
ot." 

Arizona State averages 8.1.5 

points per game, second in the 
conference. Meanwhile. Arizo- 
na has a good supporting cast 
to Elliot, led by 6-foot !) Antho- 
ny Cook, who Coffey will likely 
match up against. 

"Cook is a good rebounder, 
so I have to keep him off the 
boards," Coffey said. "He's got 
those long arms and an inch of 
height on me." 

Coffey, a leisure studies ma- 

jor. began his collegiate career 

at Harton (Kansas) County Com- 
munity College, and hopes to 
continue playing after leaving 
Oregon. 

“I want to got my degree and 
then look at going overseas to 

play (professional) basketball " 

Fife pHotn 

Oregon center Brett Coffey, a proven shot blocker (Coffey has 
swatted away 29 shots this season), can put the ball in the 
hoop as well, averaging 7.3 /mints a game this season. 
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2,000 ^ frames 

... and 3,000 pairs of contacts, 3 optometrists and 26 staff members means fast 

service and a great selection. Just one block from campus, in the Smith Family 
Building. 

Hours: 8 am to 7 pm, Mon Fri 

Saturday. 8 am to 5 pm 
Visa and Mastercard accepted 

rainbow 
optics 766 E 13th Ave. 

Just one block from campus 
343-3333 


