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Professor rebukes talk show sensationalism 
By Christopher Blair 
Emerald Reporter 

The popularity of TV talk shows dealing with 
taboo subjects nr streaming political debate is 
due to American voyeurism and a never-ending 
battle between local stations for ratings, accord- 
ing to a t ’niversitv journalism professor 

A number of economic and sot iologit al fat 
tors are to blame for increasing numbers of pro- 
grams featuring salanists. transvestites and rat 1st 

thugs, said Professor James lemert. who has writ- 
ten two books on the media and politic s 

"You don't see talk shows devoted to con- 

structive political engagements anymore. 

Temert saitl "The perception is that there would 
be no audience for someone who is not t.vndon 
IjjRouche or a memlter of the Young Aryan N.i 
lion We re still a nation of spec t.itors 

In addition to the television audience's in 
t reasing lift'd for the bizarre and controversial, 
talk shows sot h as those hosted in Phil Donahue 
and Oprah Winfrrv are extremely t heap to pro 
duce. 

This has resulted in a large number of sm h 

programs and stiff competition to grab audiences, 
resulting in attention getting, and often strange, 
topic s l-'.ve i ati lung and unusual programs are 

nothing new lemert said 
"It s tempting to think of this as a quantum 

leap, a different animal from what's been on TV 
before," l.emert said "Hut they're a more ex 

treme sort of show one can find an ancestor and 

predei lessor fur 
lamrert ited radio t.iIk shows as media that 

also have a tradition of heated disi ussion be 
tween audiem e and host or guest. and, to a lesser 
extent, unusual quests 

Television talk shows ran i>e destructive if 
they make viewers believe what they are watch 
ing is serious news or. in the case of "The Mor- 
ion Downey. )r Show." serious political debate 
l.emert said 

l.emert ited talk show host anil former 
"Jli jo" reporter t'.eraldo Rivera s "documenta- 
ry" on devil worship this fall as an example of 
tricking viewers with sensationalism presented in 
a new s formal 

It's "no at ident" lot al TV news is prei tided 
In talk shows l.emert said txnal newscasts are 

primary sources of ratings and revenue for their 
stations, and a news program that follows a high 
rated talk show will "inherit" its audience, he 
said 

t his can have a negative effei t on the content 
of local, and even national newscasts, l.emert 
added, pointing to sensationalism and bizarre 
stories that have been appearing during ratings 
periods or sweeps weeks 

l.emert said he sees no indication of the out 

ten! of these shows improving 
"I don’t see any indication of how it s likely 

to get any belter unless fertile minds of the pro 
diners run out of ideas." he said. "The more 

su kening the kinds of things disi ussed get. the 
more room there is to push the borderline fur 
thar 

Students find daytime fun in talk shows 

By Kathy Taylor 
Emerald Contributor 

Talk shows featuring emo- 

tional audiences and opposing 
viewpoints have become the 
latest craze on television (see 
related story above). Although 
some students refer to them as 

part of "trash TV." a large 
number of people watch them 
regularly and almost everyone 
has seen them at least once. 

In l.ane County, the number 
one-rated show. "Oprah Win- 
frey." has an average of 22.000 
viewers aged 1H and older. 
"Geraldo” follows and "Dona- 
hue" is third in the number of 
viewers. 

Despite the bad rap the 
shows get, most students inter- 
viewed agreed they could be 
interesting and entertaining. 

"1 watch them because they 
have such diverse topics; I flip 
through the channels to find 
the topic 1 am most interested 
in. There is always someone 

that you can agree with," un- 

declared freshman Lori Kirk- 
land said. 

"People watch them because 
they address issues that they 
are afraid to talk about them- 

selves. things that yuu 
wouldn't talk about at the din- 
ner table." I.i/ Manspe.tkei. a 

sophomore in education, said 
The time that the talk shows 

are aired also effects the num- 

ber of people wall liing them 
Many of the programs are 

shown in the late afternoon 
when students get home from 
classes and want to relax 

II they were on later I prob- 
ably wouldn't watch them I 
certainly wouldn't stay up late 
to see them." said Manspeaker 

Although some students he 
lieved talk shows can he in- 
formative, most said they are 

geared toward entertainment 
"They don't deal with the 

true issues they are there for 
entertainment only They will 
talk about any issue that is pop 
ular at the time, whatever the 
public wants to hear." sociolo- 
gy junior Kevin Doe said 

"Sometimes you learn things 
from them, but other times they 
are just comical and everyone 
sticks their feet in their 
mouths," |ohn Quines, a soph- 
omore in computer and infor- 
mation sciences, said. 

Many people are concerned 
about the nature of some of the 

issues tli.it art’ (overed on tele 
vision, and question the ethii s 

of airing lingerie f.ishion slums 
during the ratings sweep peri- 
ods Most students agreed that 
to protes t freedom of the press 
the programs should be al- 
lowed to present an\ ontrover 
sial topic as long as both sides 
are represented Several peo- 
ple. however, suggested that 
s ime topic s shouldn't he 
shown at times when children 
may he watt long 

A spokesman tor hMTK tele- 
vision. which airs "Heraldic," 
said the\ regularly rei eive alls 
about the show that are both 
positive and negative He said 
in November they did choose to 

pull one show bei ause they felt 
the topic was inappropriate for 
television, however, they were 

overwhelmed with calls, most- 

ly from angry people* who had 
wanted to see the program 

Although the shows are very 

popular right now, most site 
dents believe it is a fad that 
will run its course, with only 
the better shows remaining on 

the air for long periods of time 
Or. as Malupit said. "They will 
run out of things to talk 
about." 

Coffee Bean of the Month 

Kenya Double A 

s670 lb. 
3 00'/2 lb. 1.80 */« lb. 

KINKO’S 
860 E. 13th • 344 78(M 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 

EMU Craft Center 
Workshops, Studio Space 

and Craft Supplies 
Memberships Only 

$5 per term 
U of O Students, 

Faculty, Staff 
& Spouses Cl emu 

craft 
center 

Workshops Begin Soon! 

Register Today! 
Located in the EMU, ea>t wing, lower level. 686-4.V>l. 

r i 
Bosch Authorized Service 

• Gasoline Fuel Injection 
• Anti-Lock Brake Systems 
• Diesel Fuel Injection 
• Electrical Systems 
• Hybrid Ignition 
• Electronic Systems 
• Accessories 

Tune-ups • Brakes 

Japanese cars also 

19X7 franklin Blvd. Eugene 
I 485-8226 J 
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If you know four students (or if you .ur four 
students), sign up now to compete with otficr wild 
and crary adventurers in College Bowl, the 

varsity s/xirt of ihr miml’. It's and exciting game 
that tests your knowledge in everything from 
literature to science, from music to film. Two 
teams with four players each square off in fast 

paced rounds dedicated to making you look either 
extremely intelligent or extremely embarassed. 
You might end up representing the University of 

Oregon regionally and even nationally! So get a 

team up (name it anything you want the wilder die 

better) and exercise your brain! 

I I 
REGISTER: January 1620 al I hr F.MU Ret 
Center or any reside net hall, or call 686-3731 

PRELIMINARIES: 7 pin Wednesday, Teh I. 
and Tuesday, l-eb 7. 

FINALS: Wednesday. l-rhruary K 

COST: $2 person or $R for a team 

College Bowl T Shirts provided by (“epsi 


