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Siberian rafting trip brings different cultures together 
Soviet and American youths learn lessons, share experiences during summer 

By Hy Rosario 
Emerald Contributor 

Siberia became the site of many 
treasured moments this summer as 

American and Soviet youths 
joined together in a river rafting 
expedition. 

For 12 days, members of the So- 
viet-American Rafting Youth Ex- 
change rafted the Katun River, 
which runs through the Altai 
Mountains in Siberia. 

The exchange, which was a 

joint venture between the Califor- 
nia-based Project RAFT (Russians 
and Americans for Teamwork) and 
Sputnik, the Soviet International 
Youth Travel Bureau, attracted 20 

participants, 10 of whom were 

Americans. 

Throughout the trip, program 
participants swapped jokes, vis- 
ited small Russian villages and 1 

debated with one another. 

"It changed my views," said 
Tasha Ciancutti, a freshman at the 
University who took part in the 

totally communal.” 

Interpreters and many non-ver- 
)al signals made it possible for 
jroup members to get their mes- 

;ages across to one another as they 
vorked together to unload their 
tquiprnent and set up camp for 
he night, she said. 

In this way, the American 
youths also were able to commu- 

nicate to villagers that they hap- 
pened to meet on the way down. 

"The Soviets made huge efforts 
o get to know us,” Ciancutti said. 
'In some Siberian villages, we 

vere the first Americans they had 
»een." 

This was true in the small, iso- 
ated village of Inya where group 
nembers played soccer with the 
villagers, drank fermented mare's 
nilk, received friendship belts 
ind listened to the village elders 
lub their visit as the "greatest day 
n Inya's history," Ciancutti said. 

The day was highlighted when 
‘an old woman with no teeth. 

“By the end of the trip there were no 

differences. People were wearing each 
other’s clothes and life vests... It was totally 
communal. ’’ 

-Tasha Ciancutti 

exchange and is thinking of work- 
ing in the diplomatic field. 

“I learned how to let go of my 
viewpoints and understand some- 

one else’s. Not necessarily take it 
on as my own but the ability to ac- 

knowledge it,” she said. 

Although the youths first ap- 
peared to have nothing in com- 

mon except an interest in rafting, 
at the end of their 300-kilometer 
trip a strong bond of friendship 
had formed among group mem- 

bers. 

"It turned out to be an opportu- 
nity to learn about each other’s 
culture,” Ciancutti said. 

Between rapids the youths 
would talk, share Beatles lyrics, 
take pictures and learn each oth- 
er's life histories. They discovered 
many striking similarities that 
they had with one another. 

“By the end of the trip there 
were no differences. People were 

wearing each other's clothes and 
life vests,” Ciancutti said. "It was 

wearing a scarf over her head, 
came up to me and said 'All we 

want is peace. All we want is 
friendship. All we want is to get 
along with the U.S.’" Cfancutti 
said. 

Hut a summer in the Altai 
Mountains was not without its dif- 
ficulties. 

According to Jib Ellison. Project 
RAFT executive director and raft- 
ing guide, the inclement weather 
sometimes resulted in frayed tem- 

pers, especially when team mem- 

bers became “wet. cold, and 
tired." 

In addition, team members be- 
gan to form cliques as the trip pro- 
gressed. Ellison claimed that this 
handing together helped group 
members let off steam and air their 
complaints to someone who 
would understand. 

“We all have very human quali- 
ties of wanting to contribute, of 
wanting to make friends, to love 
and be loved, and to be afraid.” 

(Graphic by larrett Jester 

Ellison said 

The differences in ideology 
were seen in the interactions of 
group participants as they navigat- 
ed the rapids together. 

Most of the Soviet youths 
stressed collectivity and working 
for the group while the American 
team members were mainly con- 

cerned with individuality, Ellison 
said. 

Hut to successfully complete the 
• rip, the both nations' youths hail 
to learn how to overcome and ac- 

cept their individual differences 
and work as a team, he said. 

"We need to be more collective 
in our thoughts and they need to 
assert more of their individuali- 
ty Kllison said. 

teamwork saw team members 

through the perils of Siberia hut 
the trip is far from over. 

The American team, who were 

selected for their enthusiasm, cu- 

riosity and ability to quickly adapt 
to different situations, will host a 

reunion with their Soviet counter- 

parts in the summer of 1989. 
Team members will meet on the 

banks of the Colorado River in the 
Grand Canyon for another rafting 
expedition, said Jayne Williams, 

Project RAFT coordinator. 

“It's the participants’ hope to 

bring the metaphor home about all 
of us being in the same boat in the 
nuclear age," Ellison said. 

Williams echoes his thoughts. 

Rafting provides a bridge be- 
tween the two cultures, she said. 
"They are not cardboard cut-outs. 

They are people too." 
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^JRAYGL 774 E. 13th 

2nd Floor 
(next to Smith Family Bookstore) 

‘INSTANT EURAIL PASSES 
•INSTANT EURAIL YOUTHPASSES 

*5.00 OFF 
ANY TICKET PURCHASED 

Remember To Book Your Holiday Travel Mow! 
NOT VALID AFTER NOV. 18, 1988 

University Travel 774 E. 13th 

Branch of Greater Oregon Travel 

683-5577 

■ 
Fall is here... 

SO DON’T BE CAUGHT 
WITH YOUR HAIR DOWN! 

a 

jet into fall with a haircut for only $7.00! We cut any 
length of hair to any style. Come in today to 

Kampus Barber Shop 
851 East 13th 

Phone: 343-7654 Men & Women 

We have 3 barbers to serve you! 
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 

LETTER PERFECT 

300 Erb Memorial Union. 10 00 2:00 M F 686-4381 
• TYPESETTING*PASTE-UPM.AYOUT»DESIGN* PMT'S*TRANSPARENCIES 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL 

2 for the 
price of I 

EUGENE’S NEWEST AND BEST PLACE FOR PIZZA 

686 E. 13th AVENUE AT HILYARD 
CALL 343-3300 FOR FREE DELIVERY OR PICK-UP 

THIS THURSDAY. FRIDAY AND SATURDAY OCT. 13, 1*. 15. 
FROM 11 AM-1 AM. Not valid on delivery or with any other offer 

Mon. Thtws 11:30am 9:30pm 
Fri 11:30-10:00pm 

I Sal. & Sun. 5:00 10:00pm 

Greek & Indian Food 

992 Willamette • 343-9661 

Savory, 
Authentic 
Greek & 
Indian 
cuisine at 
low prices 

Sunday Night Only 
Serving the Original 

Poppi's Menu 

Owned by Poppi 
of Poppi's Restaurant 

A TIMELESS CLASSH 
BORN IN THE 

SKIES OVER 
EUROPE. 1 
100% lambskin flight jac ket 
with removable wool 
collar Touch, smell, 
and wear the best, 

factory direct sale 
price $249. Order 
now 3 to 4 week j 
delivery 100% 

money back 
guarantee 

VISA & 
uastercar 

Call (602) 834-3945 or write 

WINtiS INTERNATIONAL LEATHERS 
160 North Pasadena, Mesa, Arizona 85201 

/Wuna Rrsnlmh Aid 6* 1* 
^— 

SANITY INSURANCE 
IT 

WOLFF 
SYSTEM 

WHY INDOOR TA CICIIC \Gi 
<*■ It's like controlling the sun with the touch of a button. 

W Relax under state-of-the-art lamps designed to eliminate 95% of the sun's most harmful rays. 

W Escape the college rat-race with two or three 20-minute sessions each week and see how 
much better you’ll feel -• and lookl! 

WHY SUNSHOWER: 
On-campus location most convenient lor the busy university community. 

Friendly, helpful staff attuned to your college lifestyle. 

SUNSHOWER TANNING 874 E. 13th Ave. (upstairs by Kinko s) 485-2323 


