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Does the ACLU really do what it says it does?

By Thomas C. Allard

The American Civil Liberties
Union is upset because George
Bush feels that it is left of the
American mainstream. Most
people know little about the
ACLU’s positions beyond its
support of free speech.

| used to be one of those peo-
ple. I supported free speech. In
fact, I may be more liberal than
many of the left-wing students
on this campus when it comes
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to free speech. Being a Republi-
can and a conservative, most
students around here do not
want to hear what | have to say
so they call me fascist or a rac-
ist or an ultra-conservative. To
many students on campus free
speech is limited to Marxists or
liberals, not supporters of Ron-
ald Reagan.

My focus here is not the lack
of free speech conservatives on
campus have but of the ACLU
and its politics.

The ACLU supports some of
the most despicable cases of
free speech. But everyone has a
right to free speech and the
ACLLU should be applauded for

these cases. | am speaking of its
support of the American Nazi
Party. I believe that Nazis, So-
cialists, and many other politi-
cal groups are individuals.

The ACLU does not limit its
activities to free political
speech. Somehow it considers
pornography a “‘right.”” It sup-
ports the most degrading non-
political speech. I do not think
the founding fathers had child-
porn in mind when they wrote
the first amendment. Where do
the rights of children come into

play?

The ACLU believes that chil-
dren under 18 have their rights
violated when their parents are
notified about their children
having abortions and receiving
contraceptives. Children need
permission to take a school trip
to the zoo, but contraceptives
are somehow a right. The
ACLU thinks that federally sub-
sidized contraceptives and se-
cret counseling are a right that
minors have. What about the
rights of parents?

The ACLU feels that it is to-
talitarian to have sobriety check
points to locate drunken driv-
ers. The ACLU was the leader

in striking down a Maryland
law that required all traffic to
stop at posted checkpoints, The
ACLU sees check points as a
major attack on our civil liber-
ties. Who supports the rights of
the average driver who is hit by
a drunk driver?

The ACLU claims to support
separation of church and state.
In reality it opposes church.
When New Jersey passed a law
allowing a moment of silence,
an ACLU lawyer said New Jer-
sey must ‘‘prove that nowhere
among the purposes of the law
is the opportunity for prayer.”
The ACLU feels that anything
not ‘‘anti'’ religion is establish-
ing a religion. Thus the ACLU
opposes ‘‘In God We Trust'’ on
our money and ‘‘One Nation
Under God' in our Pledge of
Allegiance.  Atheists  have
rights. Christians do not.

| feel that equal rights guar-
antee equal opportunity. The
ACLU feels that equal condi-
tions are needed to have equal
rights and to achieve equal con-
ditions, the government must
be a large all-empowering sys-
tem with affirmative action and
welfare state bureaucrats. The
ACLLU is an egalitarian lobby.
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Weaknesses

Some Christians feel called to
lifetime celibacy, while others
merely postpone marriage in
order to pursue a Christian
ministry. Even those Christians
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courtship and dating will put
definite limits on their extent of
sexual expression, While Chris
tian married couples may de
cide on occasional periods of
abstaining from sex in order to
better fast and pray, Christians
find themselves called to tem-
perate heterosexuality as a
cross they must bear.

There is always the tempta-
tion to come down off that
cross. Thus some are tempted,
say, to marry prematurely out

of their own weaknesses of hu-
man nature, A movie showing
Christ overcoming that wvery
temptation  will  effectively
strengthen a  Christian’s  re-
solve, but only when it is seen
that our savior had to struggle
with the same human weak
nesses that [-i-tmlr us. Other-
wise we might just say that
such a cross is not for persons
like us who have all too real
human urges.

“The Last Temptation of
Christ'' may have employed
considerable artistic license in
the plot, but the fact remains
that Jesus is ever so familiar
with the problems that beset
us, and that if we accept our
crosses, then we also will re-
ceive the overcoming power of
the resurrection, which Paul
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“Hey.... Since the kids ar

e in bed, what say we run
out and kill ourselves a couple of plant-eaters.”
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preached in the movie

Christians are confused about
this movie, but Christ's first
disciples did not at first under-
stand his crucifixion scene ei-
ther. Peter advised Jesus not to
go to the cross, and some Chris
lians are advising us not to see
the movie

Earl Grosnell
Eugene

A free society is not one in
which religion is outlawed,
quotas established, drunk driv-
ers set free and the authority of
parents overruled by the state.

So when Michael Dukakis
brags that he is a *‘card carry-
ing member of the ACLU," he
is not saying that he just sup-
ports free speech, but that he

supports the ACLU's far left
agenda. And when George
Bush criticizes this, his is not
criticizing free speech. He is
using his free speech and al-
lowing voters to decide who
best represents their interests.

Thomas C. Allard is a major
in the Political Science Depart-
ment
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FREE
Delivery
Service!*

342-8111

*Free delivery with a minimum order

Also offering:
® Full dinner menu
*» White or whole wheat crust
* Limited delivery area

15th and Willamette

Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 11:00-Midnight
Fri. & Sat. 11:00-1:00am
Sun. 11:00-11:00pm

Commentary
Policy

The Oregon Daily Emer-
ald welcomes commentaries
from the public concerning
topics of interest to the Uni-
versity community.

Eugene's Westside neighborhood cafe, featur-
ing home baked breads and desserts; Mex-
ican, vegetarian, and meat entrees. Good
food at a reasonable price.

Seafood Chowder, Green
Salad,
and Cornbread....................$3.50

W. 5th at Lawrence
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily
Breakfast til 2 p.m.
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DOMINO’S
PIZZA
\ DELIVERS...

NEW OWNER

NEW

MANAGEMENT

*4.99

12 Inch Pepperoni Pizza
and a Classic Coke!
Additional Toppings 75¢

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ORDER NOW, OFFER EXPIRES SOON.
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