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One at the intricately handwritten books in the Edward S. Burgess Collection sits on display in 

the Main Library’s Special Collections Department. The manuscript is part of a 200-volume com- 

pilation of handprinted htmks donated to the University by Burgess' sister. 

Hand-printed book display opens 
By Michael Paparella 
Emerald Contributor 

A selection of rare handwrit- 
ten books currently is on 

display in the .Special Collec- 
tions Department of the Univer- 
sity's Main Library. 
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and ancient printed books were 

selected from the more than 200 
volumes of the Edward S. 
Burgess Collection, which has 
been the property of the Univer- 

sity since 1037. 
Burgess was a turn-of-the- 

century botanist and classical 
scholar who taught at Johns 
Hopkins University. He used 
his collection as source material 
for teaching and lecturing. 

After his death, Burgess left 
his collection to his sister, Julia, 
who was a faculty member in 
the University’s English depart- 
ment. She subsequently sold 
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part of the collection and 
donated the rest to the 
University. 

The earliest manuscript in the 
display is an 11th-century Ger- 
man commentary on the works 
of St. Augustine. Also featured 
is an intricately detailed 
Flemish manuscript entitled 
"Book of Hours.” 

Besides the gold-leafed and 
splendidly illuminated 
manuscripts, the collection con- 

tains 5 3 so-called “in- 
cunabula.” a word appropriate- 
ly taken from Latin which 
means works done “in the 
cradle” of printing technology. 
Also included are many fine 
original and early editions of 
British and American authors 
such as Wordsworth and 
Emerson. 

Tim Pyatt, the Special Collec- 
tions librarian, explained that 
many of the incunabulas were 

written and printed on vellum, 
a thin, processed lamb or calf 
skin, which is highly resistant 
to deterioration over time 
because of its alkalinity. 

Pyatt said there are source 
materials in this collection for 
dissertations on theology and 
history just waiting to be writ- 
ten. Nothing at all has ever been 
published on a few of these 
books, he added. 
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