
Editorial 

Low numbers smash 
'political' falsehood 

For a campus as allegedly political as the University, 
it’s surprising — and disappointing — that less than one- 

fourth of the student population is registered to vote in Lane 
County. 

Hopefully, the ASUO/QSPfRG voter registration tables 
that are starting tomorrow and running through Thursday 
will alter those numbers. The tables will be at the EMU on 

Tuesday and Thursday, and at the bookstore on Wednesday, 
from It) a m. to 3 p in. The drive’s goal is 1,000 new 

registrants. 
If you aren’t registered yet. then go. Besides the usual 

arguments about it being a public duty and a personal 
responsibility, the chance to cast a ballot is one of the greater 
rewards of democracy. Of course, this is all stuff you pro- 
bably heard in civics class. Still not convinced yet? 

Then consider this. A common complaint of apathetic 
citizens is that their vote makes no difference in the final tal- 
ly of things. But this simply isn’t true. Letting your voice be 
heard is also an excellent way to hear others. 

"Representatives don’t campaign on college campuses 
very often because college students have a poor reputation 
for voting,” says Tim Gauss, the vice chairman for the local 
OSPIRG board. Gauss is correct, but it could be different on a 

politically motivated campus. 

Oregon could be a strategic primary state if either party 
faces a brokered convention, and politicians will go to 
where the voters are. For example, enthusiastic, vocal 
crowds drew vice-presidential candidate Geraldine Ferraro 
to the campus in 1984. 

The logic applies to state and local representatives and 
issues as well. Community and county leaders are concern- 

ed about what their constituents are thinking — or they had 
better be made concerned. 

If you are already that one of every four students who is 
registered to vote, then good for you. Get a friend to go. One 
thousand new voter slips isn’t an unrealistic goal, it’s a 

necessary one. 

ASUO has plenty of room 

for student involvement 
ASUO elections packets come out this Wednesday, giv- 

ing students a chance to become more politically active. 

Running for an ASUO elected position is extremely sim- 
ple. One fills out the application inside the packet and turns 
it in, along with showing a fee card and photo I.D., at Suite 4 
EMU before March 18. No money, public referendum or 

blood sample is necessary. The handy-dandy information 
booklet inside the packet explains each of the many posi- 
tions that one can run for. 

Besides the annual presidential and vice-presidential 
slots, there are also six seats on the IFC available, three on 

the EMU Board, one on the ODE Board, two spaces on the 
presidential advisory council (ASPAC) and 13 Student 
Senate vacancies. If somebody is unhappy with the ASUO 
this year, that person has the opportunity to make amends. 

ASUO primaries are April 12 and 13; general elections 
are a week later. 
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Letters 
Speak your mind 

The numerous errors made by 
Oregon Daily Emerald editors in 

transposing submitted copy in- 
to print (no less than seven in 

my last letter, of such nature as 

to suggest the possibility of a 

religious gremlin on staff) in- 
dicate the need for 
accountability. 

Since the Oregon Daily 
Emerald serves the practical 
purpose of providing students, 
especially journalism and com- 

munications students, with 
hands-on writing/editing ex- 

perience, to require the 
editor/typist responsible for 
each contributed letter/article to 

append his/her initials/name to 
the individual item, or feature, 
as appropriate, would promote 
greater interest in 

professionalism. 
The "Letters to the Editor" 

section of Eugene-area 
newspapers is a popular depart- 
ment. The community offers 
ample resource experts to make 
the section an important educa- 
tional asset. With care and at- 
tention, a clever and supportive 
editor emulating the celebrated 
editors of The Atlantic Monthly 
and Harper's — who nurtured 
stables of willing writers they 
called upon to contribute 
embers for the cauldron of in- 
tellectual ferment they kept per- 
manently brewing, including 
pseudonymous contributions of 

Oregon Daily 
Emerald 

P.O. Box J1.W, kugrrw. Oregon W40) 
The Oregon Dally Emerald is published Monday 

through Friday except during exam week and vacations 
by the Oregon Dally Emerald Publishing Co., at the 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 

The Emerald operates Independently ot the University 
with olttces on the third lloor ot the Erb Memorial Union 
and is a member of the Associated Press 

The Emerald Is private property The unlawful removal 
or use of papers is prosecutable by law. 

General Stall 
Advertising Director Susan Thelen 
Production Manager Michele Ross 
Classified Manager Kelli Mason 
Assistant to the Publisher Jean Ownbey 
Advertising Sales: Rick Manz Sales Manager 
James Betzer, Tert Boring, David Cheonis, Mike Clark, 
Tom Leech. Catherine Lilia. Laura McKinney, Joann 
Nelson. Julie Paul, Vicki Reed, Barbara Rogers. Scott 
Thorklldson. Kathy Smith ■ Classified 

News and Editorial 6M-5511 
Display Advertising and Business MS-3712 
Classified Advertising 646-4343 
Letter Perfect Graphics 686 5511 
Production 686 4381 
Circulation 686-5511 

Editor Stanley Nelson 
Managing Editor Scott Maben 
News Editor Carolyn Lamberson 
Editorial Editors Steven Hoenlsch/Thomas Prowell 
Sports Editor Aaron Knox 
Photo Editor Shu-Shing Chen 
Graphic Design Editor Lorraine Rath 
Special Issues Editor Kelly Kortekaas 
Entertainment/Sports Segment Editor H C. Hutto 
Night Editor Angela Muniz 

Associate Editors 
Community Andrew LaMar 
Higher Education /Administration Michael Drummond 
Student Government / Activities Kelvin Wee 
Features Angela Muniz 
Reporters: Christopher Blair, Betsy Clayton. Paula Green, 
Frale de Guzman. Craig Harris, Gary Henley. Will Holbert, 
Bryan Houston, Jeff Morgan, Ingrid Petersen, Cam! 
Swanson 

Photographers: Sherlyn Bjorkgren, Chrlstophe 
Chabaudle. Jeremy Choo, Andy Crtpe, Nikki Dadalan, Bill 
Haines, Mala Hlghsmith, Rachel Kirby. Bobbie Lo. Jim 
Marks, Jim Mason, Gregor Okorn, Andre Ranieri, David 
Shaw, Ted Shepler, Trevor Solander, Philip Thorne 

Production: Sandra Daller / Ad Coordinator 
Kelly Alexandre, Ronwln Nicole Ashton, Virginia Banlaga. 
Alice Cannon, Laura Carhart, Eva Cohen, Ellen Cross, 
Stephanie Drynan, Dolores Ferrero, Lisa Haggerty. 
Stephanie Holland, Eliot Knight, Jung Lee. Bobbie Lo, 
Jim Marks. Ross Marlin, James Mason, Angela Muniz, 
Ted Shepler, Ingrid White, Kelly Williams, X. Kang Xle 

their own when muse or cir- 
cumstances required — could 
develop skills and compile a 

career-enhancing portfolio at- 

testing to his/her skills that a 

future employer would value. 
Perhaps contributors to the 

Oregon Daily Emerald's ''Let- 
ters” section who have had 
similar cause for complaint, 
recognizing the important role 
the Emerald plays in providing 
a forum for the exchange of 
ideas, criticism and information 
vital to the spirit of an educa- 
tional institution, will call or 

write Stanley Nelson. Emerald 
editor, who has a stake in the 
improvement of this depart- 
ment, to advise him of their 
view in this regard. 

Bert P. Tryba 
Eugene 

Support Demos 
You can tell a lot about a par- 

ty by what its candidates are 

saying. 
A recent study by the Na- 

tional Women's Political 
Caucus found a clear dividing 
line between the Democratic 
and Republican presidential 
candidates on issues of par- 
ticular importance to women. 

For example, every 
Democratic candidate strongly 
supports child care services. 
But, according to the study, 
Republican candidate George 
Bush “supports the Reagan ad- 
ministration's view that there 
be no federally funded child 
care facilities.Although 
Republican candidate Bob Dole 
has supported child care tax 
credits, he voted against pro- 
viding federal money for child 
care demonstration projects. 

All the Democratic can- 

didates support the Equal 
Rights Amendment, which 
guarantees that no woman in 
the United States should be 
discriminated against 
because of her gender. By and 
large, the Republican can- 

didates do not support this 
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amendment. 
As an editorial in the Los 

Angeles Times commented on 

Thursday, Feb. 4, “Democratic 
women in the caucus can say 
with some assurance, based on 

evidence in their survey, that 
their views have been heard by 
their presidential candidates. 
Republican women in the 
caucus evidently have their 
work cut out for them. They 
must persuade not only their 
candidates but also a good 
number of party members that, 
rather than resisting the pro- 
gressive agenda for change, 
they should be helping to lead 
the country toward it.” 

If you are concerned about 
women’s rights (as we all 
should be), isn’t it clear which 
party you should suppport? 

Kandy MacDonald 
University Democrats 

Good attitude 
Briefly, I must commend 

Stephen VV. Orosz and his re- 

cent article, “Saferide: A Male 
Perspective from the Inside,” 
(ASUO Review, a paid adver- 
tisement Feb. 18). 

Having raised five daughters 
(four who are attending institu- 
tions of higher learning in 

Oregon) and having met a 

myriad of young men, 1 
recognize the exceptional at- 
titude Mr. Orosz displays. This 
is obviously exceptional, as 

evidenced by the vast number of 
women who are sexually 
assaulted every year in several 
universities, which showed that 
67 percent of the young male 
participants believed that, 
under certain circumstances, 
using force to obtain sexual 
gratification from a woman is 
''acceptable.” 

My congratulations, Mr. 
Orosz, for your insightful, 
mature and compassionate 
treatment of a volatile subject. 

Sandra Schaff 
Graduate student, PPPM 


