
Letters 
Sidetracked 

Mr. Alzarah's letter (ODE |an. 
19) represents another attempt 
to avoid the key issues concern- 

ing a peaceful settlement of the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. It is unfor- 
tunate that he chooses to 
sidetrack readers with false and 
irrelevant comparisons between 
Israel on one hand and South 
Africa and the Nazis on the 
other. 

All Israeli citizens, Jews and 
non-Jews alike, are equal under 
the law. Each citizen 18 years 
and older has the right to vote, 
any citizen may sit in Israel's 
Knesset (the equivalent of our 

Congress) and in fact several 
non-Jews are in the Knesset. 
Anti-Zionist parties, in spite of 
the fact that they advocate the 
overthrow of the state, are also 
represented. Critics of the 
government (and there are 

many) have access to a free 
press and are entitled to due 
process in the courts. Contrary 
to popular myth, Israel is not a 

theocracy and there is no single 
state religion. Rather, Israel 
employs the old Ottoman miller 
system that recognizes the 
rights of all religious groups. 
Hence, Islam and Christianity 
are as much “state religions" as 

Judaism is. 

This does not mean that there 
are no problems with racism 
and bigotry. Unfortunately, 
Israel has more than her share of 
extremists, both Jew'ish and 
Arab. 

This is not surprising, con- 

sidering the two peoples have 
been locked in mortal combat 
for nearly half a century. It is 

surprising, however, that Israel 
has developed its democratic 
institutions, imperfect as they 
are, while under a declaration 
of war from its neighbors for the 
last 40 years, a feat unmatched 
by any other nation in modern 
human history. 

As for the list of atrocities Mr. 
Alzarah charges Israel with, I 
think it’s a waste of time to 
allow a debate to degenerate in- 
to a trading of horror stories. 
Suffice it to sav that too much 

blood has been shed by both 
Arabs and Jews. 

Mr. Alzarah writes well and 
is an effective advocate for his 
people. It is too bad that he 
won’t channel his talent and 
energy towards discussing a 

way out of this unnecessary and 
disastrous conflict instead of 
trying to rewsrite history. 

Nits Christiansen 
Brian Nelson-Munson 

David Shayne 
Law students 

Tunnel vision 
Kasey Brooks won the elec- 

tion to the ASUO presidency 
last year on the contention that 
a university's student govern- 
ment should not concern itself 
(as her opposition party did) 
with affairs outside the univer- 

sity community. This position 
is deplorable. 

A university does not exist in 
order to shade its eyes from 
events surrounding it. to con- 

cern itself exclusively with that 
which occurs within its con- 

fines, while banishing from 
view events of worldwide im- 

portance. To do so is a denial of 
education. Yet this is exactly 
what the representative of this 
university’s students professes. 

If Brooks is to be truly 
representative, she must come 

to realize the students she 
represents may be concerned 
with issues more significant 
than parking problems and 
athletic ticket prices. 

The Socratic university was 

one in which free inquiry was of 
utmost importance — inquiry 
and engagement in all matters. 

A university must be univer- 
sal, not selfishly preoccupied 
with the immediate and the 
trivial. 

Would students at Berkeley 
stand for a president whose 

tepid beliefs dared not tread 
upon even the slightest foreign 
or serious terrain? Would 
students anywhere, who really 
think and who come to the 
University to do just that, sup- 
port such narrow-mindedness? 

Brooks and her entourage 
should perhaps do some 

research into the meaning of the 
University, its origins and 
ideals, and in the process 
reassess her values as president. 
If she fails to recognize the 
University as a place of univer- 
sal concern and awareness, then 
1 only hope she will soon be 
replaced by someone who does. 

Michael Coffino 
Student 

Violent funding 
I was shocked to see "made 

possible by grant funds from the 
United States Department of 
Energy” on the construction 
site sign for the new Science V- 

Physics building. 
I figured that physics funding 

in our era would have to be 
coming from something related 
to the military, but had presum- 
ed that this funding would ap- 
pear to be coming from 
someplace else; that military 
funding would be veiled. This 
was my dream world until a few 
days ago. 

The sign says it's happening 
in the open. Why did I think 
otherwise? Many (all?) univer- 
sities do research and develop- 
ment dirty work for the military 
and have for a long time. It was 

naive of me to think that the 
University was any different. 
Still, it's sickening to think of 
mass murder planners counting 
on certain information for their 
system coming from my school. 

Joe Wayman 
Graduate, fine arts 
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PLASMA NEEDED 
NOW 

lor research In Immunology. 
Donat* plasma to aid In medical 
rataarch and gat paid lor help- 
Ing. Lai us last your plasma lor 
rar* or spaclal antibodies In our 

medically supervised lab 
environment. 

• Earn extra bonuses. 
• Participate in weekly 

drawings. 
• Enjoy video movies while 

you donate. 
• NEW DONORS ONLY (Winter 

Term tea card required) 

EARN $20 
YOUR 1st OONATION 

$12 for your 2nd, 
$13 for your 3rd, 
$15 for your 4th. 

This oiler expires Jan 31, 1988 

EUGENE 
PLASMA 

1071 Olhm 
404-2241 

Opan 
7:30 am 4:00 pm. 

Mon. Sal. 

STOREWIDE 
CLEARANCE 

SALE 
up to 

50% 
OFF 

Selected Items 

• SWEATS 
from 6.99 

• HOODS 
from 8.99 

• TIGHTS 
from 6.99 

• LEO’S T-SHIRTS 
ROBO DOCK 

DANCE CITY SWEATS 
877 E. 13th 

(Next to the* U of O Bookstore) 

342-6375 

Enhancers welcomes 

Tammy, an award 

winning sculptured 
nail artist, to our 

staff. 

__ _ _ only $35.00 
IO BEAUTIFUL NAILS Includes air brushing 

(rcg. $H.(X) value) i 

c' y/t/umcerA' ( 
99 W. 10th, 2nd Floor Atrium, Downtov* 

Monday-Saturday 8-8 

345-3491 
oiler expires 10/31/87 

By GARY LARSON 

Oh my go*h, Lindal... I think youf 
Barbie s contempiating suicide!" 

RESTAURANT 

Stop in and try our 

Microbrewery Beers 

Giant Slice 
of 

Pizza 
with one topping 
to go or to stay 

On£y $1.50 
13th & Alder on Campus 

1/3 lb. Hamburger 
char-broiled, with everything 

to go or to stay 

*2.95 

Dancing and Music every 
Wed., Fri., and Sat. Night 


