
Editorial 

Censoring papers 
a major setback 

The Supreme Court's 5-3 decision Wednesday gtving 
high school officials the authority to censor high school 
publications is a severe blow to First Amendment rights. 
The decision will hinder future high school journalists and 
have a chilling effect on coverage of controversial issues. In 
extreme cases high school administrators could turn the 
publications into mere newletters. 

According to the majority decision writen by Justice 
Byron White, school officials can censor "speech that, is for 
example, ungrammatical, poorly written, inadequately 
researched, biased or prejudiced, vulgar or profane, or un- 

suitable for immature audiences." This broad definition 
gives excessive power to administrators. They are free to 
censor any story with which they are not comfortable. 

Although there is minor precedent for this, the court did 
rule for student rights in the 1969 case of Tinker vs. Dos 
Moines. The Tinker case forbid officials to expel students 
because they wore armbands protesting the Vietnam War, 
saying in the majority opinion that "students did not shed 
their constitutional rights to freedom at the schoolhouse 
gate." 

However, this decision follows a trend of recent court 

rulings limiting high school students’ constitutional rights. 
Two years ago in T.L.O vs. New Jersy the court gave officials 
the authority to "reasonably” search a student's locker 
without a search warrant. 

White, who voted with the majority in the Tinker case, 

argued that the high school setting and students' rights dif- 
fer from the rights adults are granted in other settings. The 
rights "must be applied in light of the special characteristics 
of the school environment," he wrote. 

But high school is designed to prepare students for col- 
lege, careers and life in society. Students considering jour- 
nalism careers will not receive the same experience if they 
are forbidden to cover sensitive issues with the specter of the 
censor looming. 

Sue Barr, the journalism adviser for the South Eugene 
High School paper, recognized this disadvantage. "It’s pret- 
ty difficult to teach responsible journalism without giving 
the kids a chance to do it. It’s like showing them how to do a 

math problem but not letting them practice," she said. 
Although she does not believe the decision will affect 

her paper, the potential for adminsitrative censorship re- 

mains. Tim Gleason, a journalism professor, agreed. "This 
decision gives administrators clear authority to interfere," 
he said. The cases will not involve material that is sexually 
explicit but on articles covering controversial subjects, he 
added. 

An article in the Oregonian reported many high school 
advisers respect their principals and do not fear censorship. 
But this ruling now gives authority the right to act against 
sensitive material under the guise of protecting the school’s 
educational purpose. 

As justice William Brennan argued in the dissenting 
opinion: Schools worried about stories creating a negative 
impression on the school can print a disclaimer on the story 
rather than eliminating the piece. 

High school students have lost a valuable avenue for in- 
formation and advice. Barr recognized that students usually 
can communicate to students about issues more effectively 
than adults. The newspaper is one aspect of this com- 

munication. This ruling suppresses high school jour- 
nalism’s creativity and importance. 
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Letters 
Stop Israel 

The time has come for these 
intimidations to stop. The time 
has come to halt the conces- 
sions that only serve the 
dominance of Israel. The time 
has come for the Palestinians to 
be heard. 

Not through the Arab leaders 
but by responding to the re- 

quests of those living under the 
humility of the Israeli 
occupation. 

Israel today has become very 
much like “Nazi Germany." 
Sabra and Shatilla have become 
synonymous to “Auschwitz," 
and Kabin has worn the gloves 
of "Mengele.” 

Against whom? Against 
children who have no homes to 
live in, children who have no 

right to express their feelings, 
and children whose fathers’ 
sense of dignity is deprived. 

Forty years of appalling oc- 

cupation and all that has been 
accomplished are slums, con- 
centration camps and deporta- 
tions. Forty years and the 
Palestinians are unable to 
distinguish between night and 
day. In the day they are preoc- 
cupied by the search for food. 

Oregon Daily 
Emerald 

P-O. Bon 3199, K.ugmr, Onfoa 97403 
The Oregon Daily Emerald Is published Monday 

through Friday except during exam week and vacations 
by the Oregon Dally Emerald Publishing Co at the 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. 

The Emerald operates independently ol the University 
with offices on the third floor of the Erb Memorial Union 
and Is a member of the Associated Press. 

The Emerald is private properly The unlawful removal 
or use of papers is prosecutable by law 

General Staff 
Advertising Director Susan Thelen 
Production Manager Michele Ross 
Classified Manager Kelli Mason 
Assistant to the Publisher Jean Ownbey 
Advertising Sales: Rick Martz/Sales Manager 
James Better, Ten Boring. David Cheonls. Mike Clark, 
Tom Leech, Catherine Lilia, Laura McKinney, Joann 
Nelson, Julie Paul, Vicki Reed, Barbara Rogers. Scott 
Thorklidson, Joan Wildermuth 

News and Editorial 686-551 1 
Display Advertising and Business 8M-3712 
Classified Advertising 686-4343 
Letter Perfect Graphics 688 5511 
Production 6684361 
Circulation 666-5511 

Editor Stanley Nelson 
Managing Editor Scott Maben 
News Editor Carolyn Lamberson 
Editorial Page Editors Angela Muntz/Steven Hoenlsch 
Sports Editor Aaron Knox 
Photo Editor Shu-Shing Chen 
Graphic Design Editor Lorraine Rath 
Special Issues Editor Kelly Kortekaas 
Entertainment/Sports Segment Editor H.C Hutto 
Night Editor Carolyn Lamberson 
Associate Editors 
Community Andrew LaMar 
Higher Education/Administration Michael Drummond 
Student Govemment/Actlvltles Will Holbert 
Features Kelly Kortekaas 

Reporters: Betsy Clayton. Paula Green, Frale da Guzman, 
Craig Harris, Gary Henley, Jeff Morgan, Ingrid Petersen, 
Cam! Swanson, Kelvin Wee 

Photographers: Sherlyn Bjorkgren, Christophs 
Chabaudie, Andy Crlpe, Cliff Etzel, John Glustlna, Bobble 
Lo, Gregor Okorn, Andre Ranieri. Ted Shepler, Michael 
Templeton, Dan Wheeler 

Production: Sandra Daller I Ad Coordinator 
Kelly Alexandre. Ronwln Nicole Ashton, Virginia Baniaga, 
Laura Carhart, Eva Cohen, Stephanie Drynan, Dolores Fer- 
roro. Lisa Haggerty, Delrdre Kelly, Eliot Knight. Jung Lee. 
Bobble Lo, James Mason, Ross Martin, Angela Muniz, 
Ted Shepler, Linda Sperling, Ingrtd White, Kelly Williams, 
Serena Williams, X. Kang Xle 

and night the notorious Israeli 
soldier pays them a visit. Their 
only crime is the desire to live 
in their homeland. The land of 
Palestine had accommodated 
ethnic differences for centuries, 
but to Israel, attrition is the only 
alternative in providing 
“peace.” 

Our plea is to our fellow 
Americans. Palestinians must 
be heard and must have an 

equal right to live. Unfortunate- 
ly, the media have always taken 
the side of Israel; Arabs are only 
heard when their view is advan- 
tageous to Israeli dominance. 
Moreover, the billions of dollars 
of tax money that only increases 
the might of the Israeli military 
should be stopped. 

Fellow Americans, the in- 
tegrity of your country has been 
humiliated because of the bla- 
tant assistance to Israel. For 
peace to prevail, assistance to 
Israel should stop and Palesti- 
nians should have an equal 
right to their land. 

Ahmed M. Zaidan 
Muslim Student Association 

Bad comparison 
This week, the Muslin Stu- 

dent Association passed out 
leaflets containing an obscene 
comparison between the Nazi 
death camp Auschwitz and 
Sabra and Shatilla refugee 
camps. The comparison is false 
for two reasons: 

1) Approximately 460 people 
were murdered in Sabra and 
Shatilla. Six times that number 
were murdered in Auschwitz 
every day. Three million people 
died in all at Auschwitz. Sabra 
and Shatilla can no more be 

compared to Auschwitz than 
the police bombings in 
Philadelphia can be compared 
to Hiroshima. 

2) The murderers were 

Lebanese Christians, not 
Israelis. 

This leaflet typifies the anti- 
Israeli disinformation cam- 

paign. Israel’s enemies con- 

stantly try to undermine 
American support for Israel by 
falsely comparing Israel to the 
Nazis because they are afraid to 
discuss the real issues underly- 
ing the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

A frank discussion must 
reveal that the Palestinian 
Arabs' refusal to recognize 
Israel's right to exist (let alone 
negotiate a political solution) is 
the real cause of the continuing 
conflict between the two 

peoples. 
Other inaccuracies include 

the failure to mention that 
Egypt, not Israel, controlled 
Gaza for 19 years, created the 
camps, the poverty and the 
squalor that exist there today. 
Israel in fact tried to provide 
permanent housing for the 
refugees. 

The Arab States and the UN 
prevented Israel from doing so 

Israel could be blamed, as it is 

today, for the problem. 
If Palestinian Arabs really 

want ‘‘peace to prevail,” their 
leaders must do what they 
should have done 40 years ago: 
recognize that the Palestinian 
Jewish nation (Israel) possesses 
the same right to self- 
determination that the Palesti- 
nian Arab nation claims for 
itself. 

David Shayne 
Law student 
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