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a $17.000 cushion going into 
the next year.” 

Chris Voelz. University 
associate athletic director, said 
the University's decision to 

drop swimming was a hard one 

to make. 
"We definitely felt bad that 

we had to reduce any oppor- 

(unities for student athletes 
The question we were faced 
with was: ‘do we cut money 
from every' program and become 
less competitive in all sports, or 

do we cut an entire program and 
maintain our competitive 
values in the overall program?" 

Van Kossen said, "they (the 

Athletic Department) have been 

very sensitive. They felt bad 
because it was a discredit to the 
University. It all happened sc 

fast They could have sat dow n 

and figured something out. The 
program could have been 
saved." 

Voelz said the decision to 

drop swimming “was not open 
for a lot of discussion" because 
the failure of a ballot measure in 
the student elections had 
basically decided the fate of the 
program 

“We knew that if the ballot 
failed something would hap- 
pen. We just didn't know 

what." Voelz said. I think it's 
just a result of tough times in 
college athletics. We re see- 

ing a lot of it around the 
nation.” 

The swimming performance 
teams’ next meet is Friday. Nov. 
6, at Leighton Pool against 
Highline College of Tacoma. 
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SALE AT 2 STORES ONLY! 

VALLEY RIVER CENTER 
ACROSS FROM VAUEV RIVER CENTER 
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