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vote to be carried to the State 
Board's meeting on Nov. 13. 

One resolution urged the 
State Board to reconsider the ex- 

ecutive committee's decision 
and extend Olums retirement 
date to June 30. 1992. The se- 

cond resolution deplored the 
State Board's lack of consulta- 
tion with University faculty 
"and other constituencies.” 
Both motions passed 

unanimously. 
Several members of the 

University faculty have re- 

quested that the State Board 
change the decision of the ex- 

ecutive committee, arguing the 
committee proceeded with in- 
sufficient knowledge and 
understanding of the current 
state and dynamics of the 
University. 

According to Gilkey, the ex- 

ecutive committee’s decision 
was of “extremely inopportune 
timing." The University 
presently is seeking a new 

academic vice president and 
provost, and also is involved in 
the early stages of a major 
capital gifts campaign. 
Members of the Assembly ad- 
dressed these concerns while 
the motions were debated. 

Theodore Palmer, 
mathematics professor and vice- 
chair of the provost search, 
believes “we can bring a very 
good provost to lead the Univer- 

sity." Palmer cited a need for an 

orderly transition with the 
president and the provost, 
stating. "No one is going to 

come to this campus to be pro- 
vost for one year, particularly 
under the (existing) 
conditions." 

Several assemmy memoers 

disagreed with the lack of facul- 
ty, staff and administrative con- 

sultation regarding the ex- 

ecutive committee's decision, 
citing other examples in which 
the University has had no direct 
communication with the State 
Board. 

In response to the lack of con- 

sultation by the State Board. 
Peter von Hippel, chemistry 
professor and member of the In- 
stitute of Molecular Biology, 
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presented a final motion to the 
assembly that a group tie called 
together to address the State 
Board's meeting on Nov. 13. 

Moreover, this motion re- 

quested that a representative of 
the faculty and another of the 
student body be granted time at 

the State Board's Nov. 13 

meeting to address concerns 

they have regarding Olum's 
retirement date. 

This motion also passed 
unanimously. 

"There have been a whole 
bunch of areas where people ex- 

ternal to the University have 
made decisions without con- 

sultation," Gilkey said, adding. 
"The Board hasn't asked how 
we feel about it — we're asking 
for some input into the decision 
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making " 
Several students and faculty 

members praised Olum's 
policies and efforts as Universi- 
ty President, crediting Olum as 

someone with an interest in 
both the students and faculty. 
Appreciation and support for 
Olum was shown in a standing 
ovation by the assembly before 
Olum called the meeting to 

order, In addition, handful of 
Olum supporters displayed a 

large red and white banner 
declaring "Keep Paul Olum " 

"Paul has been, is. and would 
continue to be a superb presi- 
dent He is the only president of 
a university that commends the 
faculty and staff the way he 
does, and I've been at a number 
of universities." Oilkey said 
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