Kitaro’s ‘mind music’ eases the war within us

By Kathy Proffit
Emerald Contributor

Recognized for his impres-
sionistic, meditative ‘‘mind
music,”’” Japanese composer
Masanori Takahashi, nicknam-
ed Kitaro, brings his powerful
presence and a slew of syn-
thesizers to the Hult Center at 8
p.m. tonight during his first
LS. tour.

A guru-like figure with black,
flowing, waist-length hair,
Kitaro, a name meaning '‘man
of love and joy.'" says his music
comes not from his mind, but
“from heaven, going through
my body, and out my fingers
through composing.”
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In his nine albums released
on the Geffen label, the most re-
cent being 'The Light of the
Spirit”" (co-produced with
Mickey Hart, the Grateful Dead
percussionist), Kitaro explores
different themes in nature and
the cosmos. ““The Light of the
Spirit”’ deals with Kitaro's vi
sions of life, death and rebirth
It is a continuation of his
previous LP, “Tenku.” which
was a meditation and reflection
on childhood

Born to a family of Bud
dhist/Shintoist farmers in the
Toyohashi Prefecture in central
Japan, Kitaro says he found a
place in nature when he was
verv young. Now, when he
composes, he opens up all the

windows to let the sounds of
nature in. And since the early
*70s his music has reflected his
“*acutely attuned con
sciousness, with an attitude of
reverence for the natural
world.”

First influenced by American
R&B. Kitaro didn't start playing
music until he was a senior in
high school. It was the music of
Mis Redding. w hose hits Kitaro
heard in Japan, that inspired
him to teach himself to play first
guitar, and then kevboards

Even at this early stage
Kitaro wrote about his relation
ship with nature. “‘trying to
understand man's place in the
scheme of things

His impressionistic electronic

music began to emerge after he
traveled to Europe and met
Klaus Schulze of Tangerine
Dream. He became fascinated
with the creative power of syn
thesizers, and learned the
techniques to become one ol
Japan’'s first synthesists

Now. in his 24-track studio in
the countryside near the base of
the Japanese Alps, Kitaro has 40
synthesizers with which to ex
periment. Somewhat of a
recluse, he does most of his
recording at home. He s
perhaps best known for the
music he composed and per
formed in 1980 for *'Silk Road ™’
an hour-long documentary
about the overland trade route
from Europe to Japan

In addition to his electronic
music, Kitaro plays the
wadaiko, huge wooden
ceremonial drums that can be
heard as far away as two miles
Each August at the first full
moon, he performs passionately
from sunsel to sunrise at the
foot of Mt. Fuji, often bloodving
his hands, in a ceremony to give
thanks

I'he message of world peace
infuses his entire life. He savs
he wants to create music that
“pases the war within,*'

“Music has a transformative
capacity. You can change a per
son's karma through music. |
know it can change someone's
karma. because it changed my
own."'

Flowers Add To a \

CELEBRATION

SWING ERS Nicurass

HALLOWEEN PARTY
&
COSTUME CONTEST “~

Oct. 31, 1987

homecoming football game mums

tatlgate party arrangements

Corsages balloons

GO DUCKS!

free camation with thix ad

B L —————

-

in store October 11
Come to FALL FLOWER CELEBRATION
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¢ Single Burger
¢ Fries
¢ Small Drink

Fountain Court Cafe

Quality Food at Low
Prices

1st PRIZE $100
2nd PRIZE $50

and numerous other prizes

Bring your funniest or
grossest face and win big

bucks.
535 Main St. Springfield
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The hand on the left is poised on what could be the most essential part
of your education

A Macintosh™ computer

And the hand on the right is gripping pure, simple, unadulter-
ated fun

A Honda Scooter. One we're giving away

All vou have 10 do for a chance to drive it away is visit your campus
computer center and fill outan entry form. While you're there, take a
Macintosh for a test drive

Because Macintosh can help vou write term papers, CHegorize
elements of the Peri wlic tble, ;1i~ ot the rise and fall of e k-belly
prices, compile computer code, and talk to other computers

And the first 250 people on campus who get behind a mouse, so
1 speak, will receive a free Apple™ memo board

S0 head over W vour campus computer center lod

Who knows? You mav soon find vourself cruising a little Earther

than you expected ° »
‘ i

@&. Test drive a Macintosh. You may ride away on a Honda Scooter.

Come Celebrate our Grand Reopening
Enter October 19 - November 13
Microcomputer Support Lab - Room 202
9:00 am - 5:00pm

Certain restrictions apply; Visit yOur Campus (Omputer cenier fur compiete promotonal details. One free Honda Elite™ 50 Scooter will be swarnded per participating school, only registered students and Baculy are eligible 0 win. Odds of winning vary depending
on size of school and number of contest entrangs. No purchase necessan. € 1967 Apple Computer, Inc Appie and the Apple logo are regastered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc Maceacsh s a trademark of Appie Computer, Inc Elite s a trademark of Honda
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