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In closing arguments at the
trial, however, City Prosecutor
David Logan sicered away from
saying the store incident was
racially motivated. Instead,
Logan said Tackett believed the
City of Springfield was going to
raise taxes so he decided to
harass Adonri, whom Logan
said identified himself as an
employee of the city.

‘‘He's got a motive to behave
in the abusive way he did to Mr.
Adonri,"" Logan said.

Defense Attorney Dan Brown
insisted Adonri's credibility
was the issue. ''He was by far
and away the most inconsistent
witness in this case,’”’ Brown
said, pointing out differences in
a staff memo Adonri wrote
hours after the incident and the
official police report.

Taking the stand in his own
behalf, Tackett testified store
employee Paul Hawk gave him
the toy pistol while he was talk-
ing with Adonri. Tackett said
he put the object on the counter
where it remained the entire
time Adonri was in the store.

]I never pointed it at Mr,
Adonri,"* Tackett said.

Tackett also denied that the
“‘watering hole"" remark was
racial in origin, saying he was
referring instead to his store and
the Springfield economy.

“It started out as a race
thing,'' Tackett said, in
reference to media attention
over the incident.

“My 13-year-old daughter
balled when she saw the
paper,’’ he said. 'No one can
know what it's done to my
family."”’

Adonri testified that after he
walked into the store and iden-
tified himself, Tackett grabbed
the cap gun and remarked,
“you city officials are here
again to raise my taxes."’

According to Adonri, Tackett
grabbed official papers from
him and began flipping through
them

“*He still had a gun in his
hands. | wasn't going to do
anything to make him mad,"”

Adonri said.

When Detective Art Hartman
of the Springfield Police Depart-
ment walked into the store on
unrelated business, Tackett
“changed his attitude’’ and put
the gun down, Adonri said.

Adonri testified that he pick-
ed up the papers at that point
and left the store. He walked to
a nearby phone booth where he
calmed himself before returning
to his office. Once there, he
reported the incident to his
supervisor and filled out a
memo.

After the six-person jury
returned their verdict after 40
minutes of deliberations, Judge
Richard Curtis imposed a fine of
$250 on Tackett but withheld a
jail sentence.

“I'm happy he didn’t go to
jail because he has respon-
sibilities to take care of. That's
all I can say right now,"" Adonri
said as he left the courtroom.

Tackett said, “‘l1 don’t have
anything to say. | just think it's
ridiculous."'
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THE DIFFERENCE.

All the services offer similar benefits.
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But the Marine Corps is different.
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Computer
Fair This Week

Oct. 26-31

MICROSOFT.

The High Performance Software ..
Educational Purchase Plan

for the Students, Faculty, and Departments of the U of O

SAVE UP TO 50%!

MICROSOFT. [ MICROSOFT

Microsoll Charl

MICROSOFT for MAC
WORD 3.0 40

Reg. 450.00

MICROSOFT
EXCEL

Reg 395.00

MICROSOFT
FILE

Reg 195.00

MICROSQFT tor MAC MICROSOFT for MAC

1159 BASIC 14500 CHART 77375

Reg 125.00
* Now WORD updates * 45 MICROSOFT products available

EMU
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