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Volunteers Needed! 
Sixth Annual Pacific Northwest 
Computer Graphics Conference 

October 25-27, 1<W7 

Free 
Conference 

Registration 
and T-shirt 

For 10 hrs. of volunteer time 

Call 686-3537 
For more information & brochure 

Local eateries having problems 
with people who 'dine and dash' 

By Cami Swanson 
Emerald Reporter 

One night a couple of months 
ago, two girls ordered the big- 
gest dinner on the menu at the 
International House of Pan- 
cakes During their meal. IHQP 
manager Ellen Handy noticed 
that the girls tended to get up 
and go the restroom frequently. 

After they had finished 
eating, one of the girls came up 
to the register to get change for 
the cigarette machine. The 
other girl sneaked out while the 
cashier W’asn't looking, and the 
first girl soon followed. 

This is just one instance of 
what is commonly called "din- 
ing and dashing." It has the 
area's restaurant owners and 
operators frustrated and angry. 

"It happens almost every 
night." Handy said "And it 
happens all year round." 

Handy estimates that IHQP. 
355 E. Broadway, which isopen 
24 hours a day. loses about $30 
to $50 dollars every week due to 
people who leave without pay- 
ing their bill She said that the 
main "dine and dash" culprits 
at her restaurant are not college 
students, but are generally 
younger high-school-age kids or 

transients. 
"I don't think it's the 

(college) students. I think it's 
the mall-rats I know that's 
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The International House of Pancakes loses about $30 to $50 a 

week because of people who leave without paying their bill 

awful to say. but I really don't 
think it's the students.” Handy 
said. 

Hoots manager George Dun- 
can. who said the restaurant has 
lost approximately $400 since 
Hoots. 440 E. 8th Ave., was 

reopened Jan. 14 this year, 
disagrees. 

"It is the college kids." he 
said. "The majority of them are 

good. We have a bunch of darn 
good kids who come in to crack 
a book late at night, and we en- 

courage that. Hut there is a cer- 

tain element. 
"I don't know what it is. 
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Geneva Bowers)left) and (.arol Stringer work behind the 
counter at Hoots, a popular restaurant where some patrons 
"dine and dash.” 

maybe they're trying to show off 
in front of their girlfriends. It 
hurts when the students are 

supposed to be studying and 
trying to make something of 
themselves, and then some pull 
stunts like that. It's very 
juvenile," he said. 

According to Duncan, one of 
the most common ways people 
leave without paying their bill 
is by getting into an argument 
with another table. Then, while 
the waitress' attention is 
diverted by the disturbance, 
they leave quickly. The majority 
of these incidents happen dur- 
ing the graveyard shift, from 
1:30 to 4:30 a m. 

"The girls are pretty tired. 
They're on their feet all day. It's 
hard for them to watch 
everybody, especially if you on- 

ly have one girl up front,” Dun 
can said. 

both Duncan and Hardy said 
that they rarely call the police 
about people who leave their 
bills. 

"We can press charges, but 
sometimes that's more of a has- 
sle We can call the police and 
describe the person, but that 
doesn't mean they're going to 

find them," Hardy explained. 
Eugene Police Department 

spokesman Tim Birr said that 
"dining and dashing" is a class 

A misdeameanor and will most 

likely result in a fine if the in- 
dividual is caught. 

CHANGING BROWN EYES TO BLUE 
IS AS SIMPLE AS THIS. 

We now have DuraSoft*Colors the first 
contact lenses that can change even the darkest 
eyes to stunning light colors 

Go from crown to baby blue Hazel to 
emerald green Grey to aqua 

Best of all they re so comfortable you 
probably won t know you re weanng them 

And DuraSoft Colors may be worn 

daily or overnight depending on the results 
of your exam 

So come in and try on a pair For vision 
correction or just for fun 

And see how simple it is to have 
the eyes you ve always wanted 

rainbow 
optics 

DuruSoftCobrs. by Wesley J lessen 

Fret 
Parking 
In Back 

343-3333 
766 East 13th Street 

MTWttN 
MtoAioft Atma 

—- 

Hours: 
Mon.-Sat. 

8:30am-5pm 
__ 

EARN $90.00 MONTHLY AND MORE 
Become a regular plasma donor 

$5 bonus 
in addition to 
the usual fee. 

New Donors Only 
EUGENE PLASMA 
1071 OLIVE • 484-2241 

— with thu coupon — 

Donor Hours 
M Th 7:30 6.00 
Fri till 4:00; Sat 9-3 


