
Fall outerwear offerings emphasize leather 
Bomber, antiqued or stretched 
leather jackets prove big sellers. 

By Betsy Clayton 
Emerald Reporter 

Fall 
in Eugene, Ore. 

Rainy cool weather faces 
you daily for the rest of 

the term. Last year’s coat 

doesn't look too promising. It's 
time to find something new. 

"Bomber jackets are definitely 
the most popular for coats right 
now,” says Dianne Carson, 
manager of The Closet clothing 
store at Valley River Center. 

Along with the bomber look, 
the antique or stretched leather 
coat is a big seller in both men’s 
and women’s stores in the 
Eugene area this fall. Helen 
White, manager of Meier and 
Frank men’s department, sees 

an emphasis on all types of 
leather coats for the season. 

Steven J, a men’s clothing 
store downtown, has suede and 

pig skin jackets. "We just got 
them in. They’ll sell for sure,” 
says owner Steve Nosier. 

The trench coat and longer 
wool coat offer another look in 

outerwear that’s fashionable yet 

practical for local weather. 
Benetton has come out with a 

line of oversized wool coats for 
men and women. “They have 
shoulder pads, simple lines and 
a soft look, and they range from 
full-length to mid-calf," says 
Gretchen Empey, a Benetton 
employee. She adds this coat is 

comparable to the trench coat, 
but it’s a new look. 

Both Nosier and White say 

the traditional trench coat is 

selling well. "It’s the number 

one style in dressier coats for 
men," Nosier says. The trench 
coats he carries are like the 
traditional German trench coat 

with a smcxsth, hard finish. 
White says the long overcoats 

sell fast. Meier and Frank carries 
olive, khaki and navy trench 
coats made of a heavy wool. 

The denim jacket is still going 
strong and this fall has found 
some new dimensions in styles. 
The Closet’s most popular 
denim product is the acid- wash- 
ed, cropped jacket. "The denim 
Itxik has been around awhile. It 
seemed to begin with the Levi 
jacket and it’s progressed from 
that," Carson says. 

Denim is very practical for 
this climate, Carson explains, 
because it can be layered with 
sweaters and shirts in the winter 
and worn as a light jacket in the 
summer. 

Carson savs the denim look is 

a little different this year 

in looking material rather than 
,u id-washed. "We have longer 
jackets that come past the knee 
that are lined with fleece and we 

have shorter ones, too, that sell 
better with the guvs," she says. 

Both Steven I and Meier and 
Frank are selling denim jackets 

‘The denim look has been around a while. 
It seems to begin with the Levi jacket and it’s 
progresses from that.’ 

— Dianne Carson 

because the coats are short or 

lontj. "There aren’t many in bet 
ween cuts like last year,” she 
says. 

The Benetton denim coats 

come in different Kxiks, too. 

Empcy says they carry a broken- 

this fall. White says the Ralph 
Lauren-lined jean jackets arc 

really picking up business. 
Layered lt>oks of flannel 

shirts, light wool jackets and 
sweaters are strong in both men 

and women's fashion. Nosier 

he sells a lot of the 
Woolrich hunting logger-type 
plaid wool jacket. "It’s ill pur 
pose and water repellant,” he 
say*. 

He also says Steven J sells a lot 
of hand-loomed, bulky sweaters 

that mix well with flannel shir- 
ting. Another look in shirts is a 

motif pattern print of huskies, 
hunters or sleds “These arc 

very popular. Last year we sold 
out before the season even 

started," Nosier says. 

The new trends in outerwear 

fashion seem to lx- a hit more 

casual than last year, says 
White. 

For women, Carson sees more 

casual trends, too. "The and 
jeans, cotton sweatshirts and 
bomber jackets are all popular,” 
she save, explaining that these 
looks are more relaxed. 
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THE SEASON’S NEWEST 
FASHIONS ARE SALE PRICED 
THROUGHOUT THE STORE 
THROUGH NOV. 1st. SAVE ON 

I 
SPORTSWEAR, SUITS, 
DRESSES, COATS, FURS, 
ACCESSORIES & SHOES 

FALL SAVINGS FROM AMERICA’S 
FAVORITE WOMAN DESIGNER 

SALE 35.99-44.99 40004040^ 

A Multi-colored print long sleeve blouse in sizes 
S.M.L SALE 39.99. Coordinating 100% cot- 
ton sweater in sizes S.M.L SALE 44.99. 
100% cotton corduroy button front skirt in 
rose, blue or camel Sizes 4-14 SALE 39.99 

8 Heather grey fleece sweatshirt, sizes S.M.L 
SALE 41.99. Slim Norma Jean in indigo 
Sizes 4-14 SALE 35.99 
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