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Gregory makes ‘contenders’ from ‘pretenders’

By Craig Harris
Emerald Sports Reporter

When Gerry Gregory took
over the Oregon volleyball pro-
gram last year he believed he
could field a contender in the
Pacific-10 Conference.

Right.

Gregory inherited a squad
that graduated All-America Sue
Harbour, had only one senior,
and a starting lineup that in-
cluded a pair of true freshmen.

So what did Gregory do?

He guided a scrappy no-name
team to a 22-12 record, claimed
a 15 ranking in both national
polls, and hosted Stanford in
the first round of the NCAA
Volleyball Championships.

For his accomplishments
Gregory won the honor of Nor-
thwest Region Coach of the Year
and was named assistant coach
for the World University Games
that took place in Yugolslavia
last July.

But last vear's gains didn’t
seem fto grant Oregon any
respect, because the 1987
coaches’ poll predicted the
Ducks to wallow in mediocrity
and finish no higher than fifth

““People have underestimated
players at the University of
Oregon,'' Gregory said
“Coaches seem to forget how
important experience is.
(Oregon returned their whole
starting lineup) USC was picked
ahead of us and all their talent is
in their freshmen and
sophomores. Our talent is a lit-
tle older.”

The Ducks started the year
losing three straight on the
road, but then reeled off nine in
a row to receive a 11 and 12
ranking in the coaches' and
NCAA polls. Two of the teams
they knocked off on thier streak
were UCLA and USC, both
ranked ahead of the Ducks in
the national polls

Does Gregory have a magical
touch to turn pretenders into
contenders?

I wouldn't call it magic, but
it's something close to that,"”
assistant coach Peg Rees said.
**‘He has excellent knowledge of
the game and gets maximum
performance from his players.”

All-America candidate Teri
Kramer agreed.

““He's seen so much interna-
tional play that he expects more
out of us. He expects us to com-
pete with the top 10 teams in
the nation. He's excited to play
UCLA and teams of that caliber,
His confident attitude rubs off
on us," Kramer said.

Although the Ducks dropped
a pair this weekend to Califor-
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nia and Stanford, they're only a
game out of first place and still
have a shot to win the con-
ference crown.

“We would like to finish in
the top three in the conference,
ranked in the top 10 and make it
past the first round (of the
NCAA tournament). | believe
the team could accomplish
those goals,”" Gregory said

Gregory's beliefs also extend
off the court.

“My family comes first and
then my job after that,"” Gregory
said.

Although volleyball isn't
Gregory's number-one priority,
it surely is one of his first loves,
And his background speaks for
itself.

Gregory's seven-year tenure
as a major college coach in-
cludes a 157-109-3 record with

'.

a .584 winning percentage and
not a single losing season. Dur-
ing his playing days, Gregory
was a ten-time NCAA and
USVBA All-America selection,
played on the U.S. National
team from 1974-1979 and held
the post of captian from
1977-1979.

In 1984 Gregory received
what he calls his greatest per-
sonal honor by being inducted
into the USVBA Hall of Fame

But Oregon would have never
had Gregory at the volleyball
helm if not for the persistence of
Chris Voelz, who gave up the
post to take an associate athletic
director's position.

Voelz called Gregory three
times to persuade him to leave
Wyoming., a decision Gregory
said wasn't easy

“1 had a good team coming
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Oregon volleyball coach Gerry Gregory displays the intensity
which has enabled him to produce winners everywhere he has
coached. This year is Gregory's second at Oregon after a suc-

cessful stint at Wyoming.

5 reasons for lunch

or dinner at Bubba's

1. Big Charbrolled Burgers

2 Thick Homemade Malts

} Coal and Tasty Salads

4. Chaitwoiled Chicken Sand
5 You're hungry-try us today

Bubba's * 1249 Alder * 3441960
Open M-F 10 am 12 am
Sat. 11 am-12 am

back at Wyoming and | had
recruited well. But, after a lot of
prayer and thinking | decided it

was the best place for my family
and it would meet my profes-
sional goals,”' Gregory said

HALLEY’S COMET
ALLANN BROS. COFFEE

40‘ (8oz.) 50¢ (1202.)
FREE Half & Half

Across from the U0 Bookstore

EARLYBIRD TANNING

$2 a session 6 am - noon

w485 1824

12359 Alder

485-1202

Hairstyling & Tanning
for Men and women
Tan with Phillips Solarium System

10 25-minute Sessions:
$3.50 each « Alder St. Location

14617 19th St

484-2565
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SPECIAL...

Cash & Carry sale

this week only

ROSES - “6-PAK/,

$399

* Six sweetheart roses

in cello wrap *

e Flowo, fiwe

— THE UNIVERSITY FLORIST —

810 E. 13th at Patterson * Ph 4853655
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+ CLOSE TO CAMPUS -
NIASE. Certified Technician

Tune-ups- Brakes- Fuel '"lect“’“

kmv Pranklin Bivd. Eugene,Or. 97403 485-8226

Paid Ad

TRACKS

by J.S. Bock
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