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DUCkS Continued from Page 8

played catch above the overpursuing
Southern Cal linebackers, and senior ] |
Birden provided an acrobatic 35-yard
reception as the Ducks roared to a 21-0
halftime lead over the shellshocked
Trojans.

The 39,587 fans in attendance were
beside themselves. At the end of the half
they stood and gave the Ducks an ova-
tion the likes of which hasn’t been heard
since. . .last week. The two-game total
of 84.008 set a new consecutive game al
tendance record at the 20-year old
facility.

For the record, Oregon limited the
Trojans to 126 yards of total offense in
the first half, but 58 of those came on the
Trojans first two plays.

Tailback Derek Loville shook off his
toe injury to gain 48 first-half rushing
yards. The Ducks outgained USC 91-56
on the ground at the half, on their way to
a season-high 161 for the game. Loville
led all rushers with 91 vards on 24 car-
ries, while fullback Latin Berry added 39

on nine
Musgrave led the Ducks to 305 yards

of total offense after 30 minutes, in-
cluding 214 through the air. but the
three touchdown advantage could have
been even greater.

Three drives reached Trojan territory
only to be killed by Musgrave miscues as
he, for the first time, showed traces of his
inexperience

“Billy the Kid"' committed four tur-
novers against the hard-hitting Trojans,
lost in two fumbles and suffering a pair
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By the way, he also completed 22 of 33
passes for 287 yards and three TDs, all
career highs. His 22 completions found
10 different receivers. “‘That's the great
thing about a multiple offense; if they
take away a couple things you still have
the ammunition to try something else,"
Toledo said

Fans got their first hint that USC was
taking Oregon seriously early on. Trail
ing 14-0 with 5:45 remaining in the first
quarter, USC inexplicably quick-kicked
on third down from their own 12-yard
line. Peete’s punt traveled only 32 vards
before it was downed at the SC 44

“We were worried about kicking into
the wind, and about (Duck punt returner
Terry) Obee getting a long return,”
Smith explained after the game, adding:
“We thought we could get a good
bounce, but the bounces went against us
all day."”

An 11-vard screen play and a pass in-
terference penalty pushed the ball down
to the 14. On third-and-nine fron the 13,
Musgrave was hit from behind, fumbled,
to squelch the threat

The 19-year-old freshman shortly
thereafter made the first bad throwing
decision of his young career, tossing into
double coverage on third-and-10 with
time winding down in the first half

Cornerback Dwayne Garner picked off
the gift and brought it back to the Web-
foot 43. That set the stage for this week's
version of The Stand. It is becoming a
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Matt Brock (92) was one of several Duck defenders in USC QB Rodney Peete's
face Saturday, and Peete later conceded *‘they contained me very well.”

trademark of the Duck defense

A Peete scramble of 13 vards, and a
personal foul tacked on after the gain
pushed the line of scrimmage down to
the Webfoot 29. Fullback Lerov Holt was
stuffed bv Matt Brock after a two-yard
gain, two Peele passes fell incomplete
and Erik Affholter’'s 44-vard field goal at
tempt went wide to the right

Oregon promptly marched back into
I'rojan territory, but another Musgrave
fumble with 11 seconds left gave the
defense one last opportunity to preserve
the first-half shutout. Cornerback Ron
Gould's interception from center field
did the trick. *“That was as good a half as
I've been around,”” Shuler said

The Ducks now have produced nine

shutout fquarters in five games. A vear
ago, they managed just eight for the en
lire season

I'he final nail in the Trojan coffin came
on Obee's tightrope act three plays into
the last quarter. UUSC mounted its best
drive of the day after Dennis’ second
field goal gave Oregon a 27-7 with 2:50
remaining in the third, moving 79 vards
in just five plays to « lose within 13

l'oledo had an answer for that, Three
rushing plays. Three first downs. The
Ducks ate ground in big chunks to close
out the period and set the stage for Obee

I'he sophomore got behind coverage in
the end zone, reached high to pluck
Musgrave's soft 18-yard aerlal out of the
air and kept his feet inbounds
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