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South Africa needs

stronger sanctions

When Congress considers the possibility of stronger
sanctions against South Africa in the forthcoming weeks, it
should not only reaffirm the largely symbolic sanctions
already in place, but also implement new, tougher sanctions
to facilitate democratic reforms and an end to apartheid,

South Africa’s system of racial oppression.

But President Reagan is likely to veto any legislation
calling for tougher sanctions that reaches his desk. arguing
that sanctions will hurt blacks and exclude diplomacy from
the negotiating process.

The Reagan administration's argument, however, has
two fallacious assumptions: that sanctions and diplomacy
are incompatible and that sanctions will hurt blacks more
than help them.

Rather than undercut diplomacy, comprehensive sanc-

! tions will force South African President P.W. Botha and his
; administration to the negotiating table by weakening the
i economy in the long run. The Botha Administration will
| continue to shun negotiating an end to aparthied until sanc-
"- tions and other factors — such as boycotts, labor strikes and
internal violence — weaken the authoritarian regime.

In assuming sanctions will hurt black South Africans,

| the administration is correct — but only with regard to the
short run.

In the long run, however, sanctions will benefit con-
siderably black South Africans in terms of political freedom,
and such benefits will outweigh the short run costs to the
black population. Stronger sanctions also will hurt affluent
whites more than the relatively poor blacks.
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