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Saturday's performance ends kicker's slump 
By Craig Harris 
Emerald Sports Reporter 

It just took a bit of confidence 
and a big play situation to turn 

Oregon's kicker Kirk Dennis 
from a goat into a hero. 

Dennis banged three field 
goals, the longest 53 yards, and 
connected on both extra point 
attempts to propel Oregon past 
Washington in front of 44.421 
frenzied fans in Autzen 
Stadium last Saturday. 

To add icing on the cake, the 
Pacific-10 Conference named 
him special team player of the 
week. 

And although things are go- 
ing well for the 5-foot-11-inch 
junior, until the Washington 
game Dennis took his share of 
knocks from the media by only 
hitting two of his first five field 
goal attempts. 

During this time. Dennis said 
his faith helped him. 

"In the Word there are all 
kinds of Psalms anil Proverbs 
that were supporting but, it 
didn’t just apply to football, it 

applies to the classroom and life 
in general," Dennis said. 

He also added that he just 

needed a chance. 
“I always felt like I was pro- 

ducing for the team, but going 
two for five doesn't sound too 

good. I knew I had the ability to 
make the big plays, I just need- 
ed the opportunity." Dennis 
said. 

That opportunity came right 
before the half after Washington 
failed on a fourth-down conver- 

sion and the Ducks marched to 
the Huskies’ 20. setting up Den- 
nis’ 37-yard field goal. 

‘‘There is no question he was 

instrumental in the win." 
Oregon coach Rich Brooks said. 
"We could have been down 
17-14 before the half, but we got 
a few big plays and he kicks one 

into the wind to give us great 
support going into the locker 
room." 

A disgruntled Huskies coach. 
Don James, agreed. 

"He played a big role and did 
his job to keep them in the game 
and put us in negative situa 
lions. He gave his team a big lift 
and his 53 yarder put us in a 

hole," James said. 
His third-quarter rocket kick 

is only four yards shy of the 
school record held by Roy 
Geiger, a mark brooks thinks 
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lunior placekicker Kirk Dennis finds rewards off the field as 

well as on, where he's shaken an early slump. 
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In Saturday's game against Washington, Dennis kit ked three field goals, one a S3-yartier. 

will U> shattered before Dennis' 
tenure is over. 

"He has great confidence in 
himself and the ones he missed 
weren't necessarily his fault, lie 
has great ability, and he is a 

heck of a kicker lit* showed it to 

everybody on Saturday," 
Brooks said 

Does ho have a chance to 
make it into the big leagues? 

"I think he does, hut he has a 

lot to prove this year and next. 
He needs to get a little more 

range on his kickoffs and he just 
needs to keep doing what he is 

doing on his field goals and 
he’ll la* fine," Brooks said 

Although the praise is gratify- 
ing and the pressure situations 
are exciting. Dennis said his 
most significant achievement 
came in the summer of 1085 
when he traveled with Youth 
With a Mission through six 

European countries. 

''We were in I*rague 
Czechoslovakia and Banders. 
Denmark doing crusades with 
l.uls Palau (an evangelist) and 
there were more than SO.000 

people each week at the rallies 
We also went to Poland. 
Austria, and Hast and West Ger- 

many It was the biggest 
highlight of my life But. going 
to Ohio State was pretty fun 
too, Dennis said with a laugh 

After the crusade ended, Den- 
nis' traveling still didn't stop. 
He flew nine hours back to 

Eugene and went straight to the 

Turn to Dennis, Page 1b 
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All Day 

Every Day 

Mon.-Fri. 
8:30-8:00pm 
Sat. 10-6pm 

Print America 
539 E. 13th 
485-1940 

ASUO OFFICE 
OF STUDENT ADVOCACY 

A place to go for 
— counseling as to your rights, remedies and interests as 

a student 
— advice on effective problem solving options on campus 
— representation in campus related grievances 
OSA assists students in matters involving Student Con 
duct Code charges, financial aid, academic controversies, 
discrimination, athletic program policies, and University 
Housing 

Contact us at 

Suite 334 EMU • 686-3722 
For legal assistance call ASUO Legal Services at 686 4273 For 
mediation of a campus dispute, call the ASUO/University 
Mediator at 686 4240 
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Preventive Maintenance Special 

AipJneimport 
s /Service^ 

The VOLVO 
Spet ialisls 

FKEE 
SAFETY INSPECTION 

$10so OIL CHANGE 
4 cyl. iru lu<lfs oil 

Located at 12th & Mam in Springfield 
Call 72b* 1808 for appointment 
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V. J 

Natural Fiber 
Men's and Women's 

Sweaters 

(jreat assortment ot 

styles and fabrics. 
Perfect for Eugene's 

Active Lifestyle. 

Open 7 
Days/Week 
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