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OSPIRG attacks many concerns

By Carolyn Lamberson
Emerald Associate Editor

The Oregon Student Public
Interest Group is working to
reduce toxic waste production
in the state as its major cam-
paign for the year.

The first part of that cam-
paign started last week at the
ASUO-sponsored Street Faire
on 13th Avenue when members
of OSPIRG gathered more than
1.200 signed “‘clean stamps’
from students and community
members, said Lisa Horowitz,
the OSPIRG University campus
coordinator. The campus
chapter's goal is to collect 2,000
stamps, Horowitz added.

Public interest research
groups statewide are working to
gather 20,000 clean stamps to
present to Gov. Neil
Goldschmidt in support of the
Toxic Use Reduction Act,
Horowitz said. The act would
encourage industry to substitute
non-toxic chemicals for toxic
chemicals for production pur-
poses, Horowitz said.

Conferencing _couinei ion rue

membership but will also help
increase the number of
computer-literate students at
the University."’

Ames, a graduate student in
linguistics, added that although
some of the members and
assistants on CIE were alumni
and faculty members, the
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“What (the stamps) say is
Oregonians are concerned about
toxic waste,’’ she said.

OSPIRG is also working on
four other projects: toy safety, a
recycling drive, the National
Student Campagin Against
Hunger and the continuation of
the consumer hotline, Horowitz
said.

Right now, the University
chapter is in the process of
recruiting new members for the
upcoming vear, Horowitz add-
ed. There is a general interest
meeting tonight at 7 in EMU
Cedar Room F,

“We're expecting about 75
people to attend the general in-
terest meeting,”” Horowitz said
About one half of those will
eventually get involved in the
chapter, she added.

“Students have a lot to gain
from getting involved in
OSPIRG, " Horowilz said.

Once the recruitment drive is
completed, OSPIRG will con-
tinue planning for a World Food
Day Teleconference on Oct. 16.
Horowitz said the group is

working with Clergy and Laity
Concerned and Food for Lane
County in conjuncture with the
Student Campaign Against
Hunger to bring a
teleconference panel dicussion
from Washington, D.C., to the
University.

The topic of discussion is
“Poverty, Hunger and In-
terdependence.’’ After the first
hour, the satellite will be turned
off and conversation will focus
on hunger in Lane County,
Horowitz said. For the third
hour, views will be able to call
in questions to the panel
members.

OSPIRG was formed 1971 at
the University and has since
served as the model for other
similar groups across the na-
tion. In addition to the Unvier-
sity chapter, there are currently
chapters at Portland State
University, Lewis and Clark
College and one in the organiza-
tional stages at Southern
Oregon State College. Nation-
wide there are 26 such groups
in operation.

organization is essentially run
by students.

Organizers feel that this helps
develop a better relationship
between faculty and students
because it allows the students to
meet faculty members in a dif-
ferent, less stressful atmosphere
and allows faculty members the
chance to view the opinions of
their students on various topics.

Access to CIE is less of an
obstacle than many people
think it may be. There are
presently terminals in almost

every dormitory recreation
room, the EMU Computer
Lounge. the University Com-

puting Center, the Chiles Center
and most other departments on
campus that are linked with the
main system, added Ames. No
fee is charged for using these
terminals for access onto CIE.
Publicity plays a very impor-
tant role in the organization of
CIE. Each term, the organizers
think of projects by which they
can inform more people about
what CIE is and what it has to

offer.

“‘We are planning a member-
ship drive on October 28 at the
University Bookstore,”" said
Robert Powell, CIE's publicity
director. ‘*There are also six
other projects in the making
which may be implemented
soon."’

Powell plans to have ter-
minals available at the table in
the bookstore to demonstrate
that one does not have to be
computer literate to begin using
CIE.

“CIE can really help students
in both their scholastic and per-
sonal lives,'” said Linda Fer-
nandes, administrative director
for CIE. **And the best way for a
person to overcome computer
phaobia is to join CIE."

Membership on CIE is free of
charge and forms are available
at Room 108 of the University
Computing Center and at the
EMU Computer Lounge. More
information about CIE can be
obtained by calling Linda Fer-
nandes at 686-4394,
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