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Holland’s testimony
not representative

Maurice Holland, the dean of the law school, testified
for Supreme Court nominee Robert Bork Tuesday despite
opposition from a majority of law school professors and
students.

While it is within his rights to express his views as an
individual, he should have respected the opinions of the
people he represents and not have testified personally. By
announcing his title as dean of the law school, he carries the
prestige and reputation of the school and his Oregon consti-
tuents into the hearings.

But both his colleagues and students do not favor Bork's
nomination.

The Student Bar Association circulated a petition op-
posing the nomination and urging the Senate to deny confir-
mation after Holland announced his plans to testify for Bork.
The bar collected 280 signatures — more than half the
students enrolled in the law school.

SBA President Leslie Garrison said the petition was pro-
mpted by Holland's tesimony. She will send the signatures
to Oregon Senators Mark Hatfield and Bob Packwood, as
well as committee chairman Senator Joseph Biden.

Law school professors also oppose Bork's confirmation.
In another petition signed by 23 of the 28 faculty members,
they state: " Although Judge Bork has been a colleague in the
teaching of law, we oppose the nomination because of a con-
cern that overrides matters of credentials or personal
consideration.”

Both groups disagree with Bork's interpretation of
judicial restraint and believe he will reverse laws protecting
civil liberties.

"“We agree that there is room on the Supreme Court for
differences of opinion based on principled judicial
thought,” the SBA petition states, '‘However, we believe
that Judge Bork's record has clearly demonstrated an un-
principled bias in the approach he has taken to our
Constitution.”’

These are the beliefs of the majority of University law
school students and teachers. As their dean, their represen-
tative, Holland should acknowledge their point of view.

Granted. Holland is an individual and should be able to
express his opinions. But these opinions should be separate
from the University.

In his prepared statement, however, Holland introduces
himself as the law school dean. He then adds the disclaimer
that he is appearing on his own behalf and not on the behalf
of the University. Nonetheless, his credentials are based at
the University and he will undoubtedly be associated with
it.

This could have negative ramifications on what is cur-
rently considered a liberal law school.

On a national level, Holland's testimony will have little
impact on the committee. He is one of many deans and pro-
fessors testifying in favor of Bork. But to the people of
Oregon he represents the University law school. His ap-
pearance will influence the opinions in the local community
and have an impact on their opinions of the University. The
fact that he went to Washington to testify, as opposed to a
written endorsement, makes his opinion all the more
powerful.

It is important that the views of the people of Oregon are
understood by Hatfield, Packwood and the rest of the
Senate. They should not be overshadowed by Holland's per-
sonal appearance.

learning to learn key to education

Welcome to the University of
Oregon. Some say that when
you walk in the door of a
modern American university
you step onto a conveyor belt
carrving vour dismally ill-
prepared little mind through
pallid, unthreatening
coursework, culminating in the
degree of Bachelor of Schlitz
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Others claim you are the
cream of wheat, chaf left at the
gate, here to engage in an orgy
of cultural enrichment and per-
sonal growth unmatched in
time and place

You are vourself. You will get
from your university experience
what vou choose to get. Aside
from the ritual drudgery of
grades, the University will rare-
ly judge or prod you.

At times it will seem a two-
dimensicaal monochrome bat-
tleground peopled with
1housands of blank-faced
teenagers and fire-eved
graduate students.
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Some days it will seem a
blissful, pastoral peninsula only
tenuously attached to worldly
cares.

Whether vou are a seeker or a
sitter, the University will serve
vour needs. For seekers there
are endless trails to follow and
wildernesses to explore.

If you are a sitter, remember
that the University is like a
giant computer terminal. If you
are seen sitting in front of it
long enough, people will
assume you know what you're
doing.

You end up with a degree
whether you are a seeker or a
sitter, so the choice is less a
matter of strategy for quan-
tifiable success than of personal
style

The University can't in-
culcate values by requiring a
course, said University of
Michigan Law School Dean Ter-
rance Sandlow, recently
Whether you come as a seeker
or a sitter, if you are steeped in
hate and greed, the University
won't attempt to make vyou
Mother Theresa or even Thomas
Jefferson, although it will insist
that you play by its rules.

You will grow older and
perhaps wiser here, but how
you change as a person won't be
entered in the University's
compulter.

What, then, will the Universi-
ty of Oregon do for all the
m:may and time you shovel into
it?

It should provide a setting for
true academic dialogue, the at-
mosphere of mutual respect bet-
ween students and faculty that
Provost Richard Hill praised in

his summer commencement
address.
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It should provide the intellec-
tual tools with which you can
strive to understand your world
for the rest of your life.

It should teach you to create,
not just memorize; to ask, not
just receive. It should give you
flexibility, but not abandon its
standards.

If it does not consistently do
these things, complain until it

does. Some of the faculty and
most of the administration will
actually listen, and we often act
on student suggestions,

The University has course re-
quirements, the floor beneath
which no student may descend
and receive a degree. That's all
they are, a floor. Basing your
academic choices on the goal of
merely meeting the minimal re
quirements is like carefully
planning a four-year trek out of
the basement to ground level

It not only accomplishes lit-
tle, it's a boring exercise in
educativnal bean counting

Some of you are here to get in
get out, get a job and get away
Just for fun, try a little learning
while you are here. It's a
refreshing change from the
usual ‘ual of slingirfg together
papers and finals to tally
another class over the side.

Buy a text a class you are
not taking and read it for fun.
Go to an odd-sounding evening
lecture before hitting the
nearest watering hole.

The University is a place to
try new things without fear, to
question things you don't
understand and challenge
things you don't like.

Learn as much as you can
from your university ex-
perience, but go forth from here
realizing that learning is a
lifelong process and no one is
ever fully educated.

Learn how to learn. Get that
from your university experience
and your mind wlﬁ be able to
expand forever.

Helping you learn is the
University's greatest role. It is
the essence of education, and in
that spirit the University of
Oregon welcomes you.
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