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Game a microcosm of American life 

Class studies baseball history 
By Eden God bey 
Emerald News Editor 

Baseball and American 
History (HST 200) is a new 

course offered by the Innovative 
Kducational Development pro- 
gram, which attempts to com- 

pare the respective histories of 
baseball and America. 

The class "is designed to 
show how baseball has reflected 
the general experiences of 
American history." said in- 
structor |on Gash. 

Students can take the class 
graded or paas/no pass. The 
class is worth three 200-level 
history credits. Students can 

register through the history 
department A $10 film fee and 
a $14.35 book fee are charged. 

The class includes lectures, 
discussions, readings and films 
Students who take the class for 
graded credit must write a 

resea nil paper in addition to 

taking the midterm and final 
exam. 

Cash said the book "The 
Ultimate Baseball Book" is ‘‘the 
best single work covering the 
entire historical span of 
American professional 
baseball." He added its 800 

pictures make it easily rnadible. 
lack Maddex. history pro- 

fessor and faculty advisor of 
Cash's class said of the course: 

"The class is important, first as 

a significant subject in 
American culture itself, and se- 

cond as one of the subjects that 
reflects changes in American 
society and culture through the 
generations.” 

The course deals with a broad 
spectrum of relationships bet- 
ween baseball and American 
history It will explain how 
baseball, on a small scale, has 
served as a melting pot for im- 

migrants and how it represents 
America as ‘‘the national 
game." according to Cash 

It will also explore how 
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If only typewriters let you proofread your 
work before they printed it on the page. 

Whal a mess! 
You've just proofread your term paper 

and it's got typos, spelling errors and 

misplaced paragraphs 
Now, you can't hand in a paper like this 

So no matter how tired you are. you've 
got to retype the entire thing. 

That is, unless you typed it on 

a Videowriler* 
The Videowriter solves all 

your typing problems. 
Take the most obvious one. 

typos. 
On an ordinary typewriter 

it would mean a bolt 
white-out and a frus- 

trating interruption 

buttons and it does the counting for you. 
It makes multiple copies. 
From time to time you want a copy of 

what you ve typed, right? 
Well, if you use a Videowriter you won't 
have to go to the school library to look 

for a copier machine 

■K^ All you'll have to look for is the 
button marked print. Press it 
and the Videowriter will make 
another original 
And because your work is auto- 

matically stored on a standard 
3 to floppy disk, you can 

make those copies 
whenever you 
want. 

Un a Videowriter 
____ 

it just means press- 
ing the key marked "delete." That's ^ 

jpp ii oDviousiy aoes 

a lot more than type. 
Thai's because the word pro- 

all Because you type your work on a 

screen before you print it on a page 
It edits. 

And how about those bigger problems 
like wanting to rearrange paragraphs? 

On an ordinary typewriter you have to "cut and 

paste" them. 
On a Videowriter you only have to press the key 

marked "move" and then indicate the area you want 

it moved to. It's that simple 
It spells. 
What happens when you're typing and you come 

to a word you can't spell? 
On an ordinary typewriter you have to stop typing, 

find a dictionary and look it up 
Not so on a Videowriter. Spelling problems can be 

corrected simply by pressing the key marked "spell." 
It counts words. 
If you’ve ever had a teacher tell you to write a 

thousand word essay, you know what a pain it is 

trying to count your words. 
On an ordinary typewriter you have to do it with 

your finger. 
But on a Videowriter you can press a mere two 

^cessing features just go on and on. 

What's more, we sell the Videowriter* Word 
Processor for around the price of a good electronic 
typewriter. 

And that’s quite a bargain when you consider 
the amount of tune it'll save you. Time you can 

spend doing the work for your other classes. 
You would do that, wouldn't you? 
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baseball serves as a "safety- 
valve” for Americans by offer- 
ing underprivileged people a 

financially better way of life, he 
said. 

Cash added he believes 
baseball precedes history in 
some respects. As an example 
he cited the signing of Jackie 
Robinson by the Brooklyn 
Dodgers in 1946. Before this 
point blacks were the only 
ethnic group were not permit- 
ted to play in the major leagues 
and Robinson’s hiring preceded 
the civil rights movement of the 
1950s and 1960s. 

Cash is a graduate teaching 
fellow working toward a doc- 
torate degree in history. He feels 
teaching the class will help him 
with his dissertation. 

His dissertation is on the 
"Cashouse Gang.” otherwise 
known as the the 1934 St. Louis 
Cardinals. His thesis will ex- 

plore how the diverse per- 
sonalities and backrounds of its 
members reflected the lifestyles 
of Americans as a whole during 
the Depression. His class will 
also focus heavily on this idea 

The Cashouse Gang was “not 
the best team but they were the 
most colorful and the most 
historic." Cash said. 

Rip Codings. 1934 Cardinal 
first baseman, was a coal miner 
who became a player when the 
union went on strike. Third 
baseman Pepper Martin was 

from Oklahoma where 
42-percent unemployment ex- 

isted at the time. Pitcher Dizzy 
Dean was from a migrant 
sharecropper familv and left- 
fielder Ducky Medwick was the 
son of an Hungarian immigrant. 

Cash described these four 
players as '‘rags-to-riches” 
stories in the tradition of 
Horatio Alger and said the 
players represent the hardships 
many Americans faced during 
the Depression. He added they 
have gained notoriety in 
baseball history as 

"pranksters." 
While ("ash sees teaching the 

class as a way to help with 
writing his dissertation, his 
strong interest in baseball also 
movivated him to teach it. He 
says hearing Dean announce 
baseball games in 1904 made 
him a fan of baseball, specifical- 
ly the Cardinals 

"Anybody of my generation 
remembers Dizzy doing the 
games. He was the best baseball 
announcer." he said. 
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