By Aaron Knox
Emerald Sports Editor

The National Football League
Players' Association strike may
mean -a new lease on life for
several ex-Oregon gridders cut
during this summer’'s NFL
tryouts.

It will if the NFL owners carry
out their threat to continue
fielding teams during the player
walkout. In a statement issued
before the regular season began,

Tony Cherry

the owners announced their in-
tent to fill rosters with free
agents and non-striking person-
nel in the event of a strike,

The strike enters its second
week Tuesday. After a one-
week hiatus to assemble tem-
porary squads, teams return to a
full slate of games this
weekend.,

All four television networks
that carry NFL games (NBC,
CBS, ABC and ESPN) have an-
nounced plans to carry the
games the first week, then
check the ratings and fan
reaction.

NFL strike gives opportunity
to former Oregon grid greats

If the games attract reasonable
ratings, the networks will con
tinue to televise them until the
end of the strike. A clause in the
networks’ contracts with the
NFL provides financial relief
from reduced ratings and adver-
tising revenues caused by a
strike, to be paid by the owners

Even though no football fan,
plaver, or owner likes the pro-
spects of a protracted strike, the
timing couldn't be better for
those playvers who found
themselves out of a job when
rosters were trimmed to 45 men
for the regular season.

Among the hundreds of
hopefuls cast loose are several
Oregon alumni. Former Ducks
had a particularly rough sum-
mer in 1987, as no less than four
were given their unconditional
release during preseason. Even
those who were spared the ig-
nomy of being cut fared poorly
But they are out of action now,
regardless.

But the four who were cul
punter Mike Preacher (Chiefs
camp), fullback Kevin Willhite
(Packers camp), tailback Tony
Cherry (2nd year, 49ers) and
receiver Scott Holman (Jets
camp) — are now part of the
pool from which the NFL
owners hope to assemble their
teams.

Holman, a 1985 graduate,
played one season with the St
Louis Cardinals before trying
out for the Jets as a free agent.
Cherry also graduated in 1985,
and spent last year with the
49ers. They should be the first
former Ducks to sign on, and
they were the last two cut in
preseason.

The mere availability of the

athletes is no guarantee the
players are willing to sign on as
non-union plavers. NFLPA
president Gene Upshaw has
spointed out when the strike
ends and those who held out
without pay return, they will
likely have animosity towards
those who did play. Those
kinds of enemies could last
longer than a player's career,
which in the NFL averages 3.7
years

Buffalo nose tackle Fred
Smerlas was even more suc-
cinct. “They're dead men,”" he
sald in a wire service interview
last week.

However, many players may
also realize that playing during
the strike is a one-shot oppor
tunity, or feel little lovalty
towards an organization 1o
which they either haven’'t
belonged or were only briefly
associated

Ex-Green Bay rookie defen
sive tackle Jeff Drost, who sign
ed a strike-option contract im-
mediately after being cut by the
Packers. summed up the feel
ings of many when he was ask
ed the reaction of his leam
mates. “They aren’t my team-
mates anymore,”” he said.

SCHWINN.
CRUISER

A Schwinn classic. in styling and nding

comiort

* Men's or women's
cantilever frame

* Single speed coaster
brake

« Comiortable anatomic
saddie

$149es

Reg. $179.95

SCHWINN.
MAXIMIZER'

A full blown all terrain bike that takes you
anywhere you want 1o go
* Wide gt grabbang gumwall
tires
* Low prohile styling
» Cushion grips and
upnght handlebars

518903

Reg. $219.95

Hutch’s Bicycle Store
960 Charnelton
Downtown across from Sears

345-7521

Scott Holman

DRINKING AND DRIVING

CAN KILL A FRIENDSHIP

Main Desk.

area oultlets.

Passes also available for Eugene Bible
College, Northwest Christian College. and
Trend College students —faculty and staff

Timetables available at participating 7-Eleven®
stores, First Interstate Banks, and other

Express Yoursall/

LaneTransit District
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Gel through college by the séaf
of your pams!

LTD makes it cheap and easy o go o
college: Just buy a Term Pass, its good
for unlimited rides all term long

University of Oregon (students and facully.
$44 each)— Passes at LTD Customer
Service Center U of O Bookstore, or EMU
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